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The global state of  affairs remains in a state of  flux, with the world 
continuously grappling with social disruption and rapid technological 
changes. The able leader needs to continue to hone and elevate 
his/her abilities and skills to deliver better outcomes for his/her 
organisation, community and society.

The SF Programme is made up of  diverse individuals from all over 
the world. Already in positions of  authority at their respective public, 
private and non-profit sector organisations, they seek to learn how 
to become even more effective leaders, and to be the steady and 
assured hands that can steer their teams successfully through winds 
of  change.

The SF programme provides these leaders with a deep insight into 
leadership and governance from an Asian perspective, learning not 
only from Lee Kuan Yew School of  Public Policy (LKYSPP)’s eminent 
faculty and distinguished guest speakers, but also through distilling 
the rich and diverse experiences of  their peers and forging personal 
bonds with one another.

The first batch of  Lee Kuan Yew Senior Fellows successfully 
completed the SF Programme in 2019. SF2 in 2020/2021 will 
experience the same rigorous curriculum of  analysing key issues 
and significant trends in order to attain critical insights into the 
opportunities and challenges that follow, with updates particularly 
on the US-China strategic rivalry, China-India relations and the 
Covid-19 pandemic. The deep dive into Covid-19 will analyse how 
countries have managed and responded to the crisis and how the 
‘new normal’ will necessitate a balance between lives, livelihood and 
social equilibrium.

SF2 is split into two components, with the first half  conducted 
online, and the second half  scheduled physically in the School. 
Lessons and group activities specifically curated for online ensure 
that an optimal experience is provided to SF2 participants, 
regardless of  the location they are at. 

This book serves as an illustrated record of  their journey towards 
gaining a better understanding of  the world, and learning 
approaches to raise the standards of  governance in their respective 
countries in an era of  escalating uncertainties, instability and 
volatility. In turn, their exploration supports LKYSPP’s objectives to 
make a difference in the lives of  people in the region and around the 
world.
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TAKING LEADERSHIP TO THE TOP LEVEL

TRANSCENDENTAL LEARNING

CONVERSING WITH THE WISE

BEYOND BOOKS & CLASSROOMS

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A SENIOR FELLOW
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Prof Benjamin Cashore 

Li Ka Shing Professor in Public 

Management and Co-Director, 

Institute of  Water Policy, LKYSPP

Assoc. Prof Simon Tay 

Associate Professor of  Law at the 

National University of  Singapore, 

Chairman of  the Singapore 

Institute of  International Affairs 

and Senior Consultant at Wong 

Partnership LLP

Prof Kanti Bajpai 

Director, Centre on Asia and 

Globalisation and Wilmar Professor 

of  Asian Studies, LKYSPP
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Aaron Maniam

Poet and Deputy Secretary 
of  Industry and Information, 
Ministry of  Communications 
and Information, Singapore

Assoc Prof James Crabtree

Former Mumbai Bureau Cheif,
Financial Times
Author of  Bestseller
“The Billionaire Raj”

Prof Kua Ee Heok

Tan Geok Yin Professor
of  Psychiatry and
Neuroscience, NUS

COMMUNICATIONS

STARTUP CULTURE

LAW AND ITS IMPACT ON
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION



Aaron Maniam

Poet and Deputy Secretary 
of  Industry and Information, 
Ministry of  Communications 
and Information, Singapore

Assoc Prof James Crabtree

Former Mumbai Bureau Cheif,
Financial Times
Author of  Bestseller
“The Billionaire Raj”

Prof Kua Ee Heok

Tan Geok Yin Professor
of  Psychiatry and
Neuroscience, NUS

Prof Tikki Pangetsu 

Department of  Medicine, 
Yong Loo Lin School of  
Medicine, NUS

Prof Teo Yik Ying

Dean of  the Saw Swee Hock 
School of  Public Health, NUS

Dr Francis Yeoh Song Chian

Professional Fellow, NUS 
School of  Computing
Former CEO, National 
Research Foundation

CLIMATE CHANGE

MENTAL CAPITAL & 
MINDFULNESS 

THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC- 
LESSONS FOR THE FUTURE
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NOTES FROM SF1
NOTES AND PHOTOS BY:
AARON LOH, SF1 2019



NOTES FROM SF2
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ONLINE SHARING SESSIONS WHERE SENIOR FELLOWS ILLUSTRATE AND DISCUSS THEIR COUNTRIES’ 
ECONOMIC RECOVERY STRATEGIES DUE TO THE GLOBAL COVID-19 PANDEMIC



VIRTUAL HAPPY HOUR AND GAMES

DESPITE COVID-19, SF2 WAS DESIGNED AND CONDUCTED IN A MANNER THAT ALLOWS 

AN OPTIMAL DIGITAL EXPERIENCE FOR THE PARTICIPANTS. BESIDES VIRTUAL SINGING 

LESSONS, SF2 PARTICIPANTS ALSO TOOK PART IN ONLINE BONDING SESSIONS.



ONLINE SINGING LESSONS WITH MS KHOR AI MING, SOPRANO AND 
RECIPIENT OF COMPASS ARTISTIC EXCELLENCE AWARD 2015
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THE FIRST PHASE OF SF2 WAS CONDUCTED ONLINE. DIGITAL LEARNING PLATFORMS 

WERE LEVERAGED TO INCREASE COLLABORATION AND PROMOTE BONDING AMONG THE 

SENIOR FELLOWS LIVING ACROSS DIFFERENT TIME ZONES. THE SECOND PHASE OF THE 

PROGRAMME TO BE CONDUCTED IN 2021 WILL BE A HYBRID OF ONLINE AND PHYSICAL 

LEARNING, INCLUDING LEARNING FROM AND INTERACTING WITH PROMINENT GUEST 

SPEAKERS,  PHYSICAL CLASS BONDING AND TEAM BUILDING EXPERIENCES, AND EVENING 

NETWORKING AND SOIREES. 
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I enjoyed the experience thus far. The topics were 

relevant and information shared were insightful, 

and the discussion within the Study Group for the 

respective group presentation allowed a close and 

conducive opportunity to know each member better. 

The participants from various countries and agencies 

brought a wide range of  experiences and view points, 

providing an interesting insight into their countries’ 

governance and policy thinking/implementation process. I enjoyed my experience immensely. The dialogues 

were so rich and it was also interesting to get point of  

views from colleagues from outside Asian countries, 

so we could compare our experiences and policies in 

our respective countries. I think the biggest takeaway 

is the optimism about this region, especially ASEAN 

and the importance of  this connection and ASEAN as 

a platform that binds us, amidst our diversities. The 

SFPS programme is really worth your investment. It is 

a great way to investigate and allow time for in-depth 

exploration about issues that matter for decision makers 

in Asia. It provides a forum to connect with influential 

leaders from ASEAN and beyond.

Koh Eng Wah Bernard
Singapore

Dini Widiastuti
Indonesia
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I was expecting to learn mainly from the Professors and 

the materials or readings required in class. While this 

expectation was indeed met (overwhelmingly in many 

instances!), there was an added bonus of  learning so 

much from the rest of  the Senior Fellows. The viewpoints 

and opinions shared in class are truly invaluable and 

could not have been possible without the generosity and 

openness from everyone involved. We are only half-way 

done but it has been truly an enriching experience. 

I cannot emphasise enough the relevance of  the 

programme in today’s world - the courses are excellently 

curated to equip the Senior Fellows with tested as well 

as novel insights to face the challenges of  public policy 

and leadership.

Monalisa Carneo Dimalanta
Philippines

I enjoyed the experience so much because the teaching 

approach is new to me, such as consultations after 

presentations, group singing lessons and online photo-

taking sessions to help us familiarise with one another. 

The SFPS programme also helps participants identify 

their shortcomings and potential.

Qiu Aijun
China

SF2 SENIOR FELLOWS
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Abdulla Ahmed Al Khalifa

Undersecretary for 
International Affairs

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Bahrain

Damdinsuren Davaasuren

Ambassador-at-large

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Mongolia

Dan Yock Hau

Senior Director/ Operations

Cyber Security Agency  
of Singapore

Singapore

Monalisa Carneo Dimalanta

Chairperson

National Renewable  
Energy Board

Philippines

Gaurav Keerthi

Deputy Chief  Executive

Cyber Security Agency  
of Singapore

Singapore

Koh Eng Wah Bernard

Assistant Chief  Executive 
(Future Systems & 

Technology)

PUB, Singapore’s  
National Water Agency

Singapore

Syed Saddiq Bin Syed 
Abdul Rahman

Member of  Parliament

Pusat Khidmat Rakyat 
Parlimen Muar

Malaysia

Lim Li Chuen, Yvonne

Group Director  
(Physical Planning)

Urban Redevelopment 
Authority

Singapore

Phanchinda Lengsavad

Deputy Director General

Special Economic Zone 
Promotion and  

Management Office

Laos

Mah Wee Beng

Deputy Principal & Registrar

Ngee Ann Polytechnic

Singapore

Moe Moe Thwe

Deputy Director General

Intellectual Property 
Department

Myanmar

Ng Chuen-Yin

Principal

Nanyang Girls’ High School

Singapore

Ng Kin Yi

Director Defence Finance

Ministry of Defence

Singapore

Clara Ong Bing Leng

Deputy Chief  Executive

Supreme Court  
of Singapore

Singapore

Daniel Roberto Pinto

Minister Counsellor & 
Deputy Head of  Mission

Embassy of Brazil  
in Singapore

Brazil

Po Rattana

Under Secretary of  State

Ministry of Economy  
and Finance

Cambodia

Ira Paulo Ayo Pozon

CEO and Counsellor

Caucus, Inc

Chief  of  Staff  & OIC Director 
for Better Regulations Office

Anti-Red Tape Authority

Philippines

Qiu Aijun

Deputy Director General

China Center for Urban 
Development, National 

Development and Reform 
Commission

China



Yong Wei Hsiung

Commander, Maritime 
Security Command

Republic of Singapore Navy

Singapore

Zee Zheng

Co-Founder and CEO

SpaceChain Foundation Ltd

China

Seah Yang Hee

Deputy Chief  Executive and 
Group Director (Service 

Planning & Funding)

National Council of  
Social Service

Singapore

Finian Markose Silva

Director (Operations)

Ministry of Home Affairs

Singapore

Sou Socheat

Director General

Securities and Exchange 
Commission of Cambodia

Cambodia

Isra Sunthornvut

Country Director

Vriens & Partners

Former Secretary-General

ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary 
Assembly

Thailand

Tin Ponlok

Secretary General

National Council for 
Sustainable Development, 
Ministry of Environment

Cambodia

Hana Abdul Rahman  
Nimer Uraidi

Chief  Relief  and  
Social Services

United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency, Jordan

Jordan

Andres Valenciano

Minister

Ministry of Foreign Trade

Costa Rica

Dini Widiastuti

Executive Director

Plan International Indonesia

Indonesia

Eni Widiyanti

Assistant Deputy Minister  
of  Gender Mainstreaming  

in Economic

Ministry of Women 
Empowerment and Child 

Protection

Indonesia

Angie Wong

Director, Permanent 
Resident Services Centre

Immigration & Checkpoints 
Authority

Singapore

Yapp Penny Elaine

Director, Policy Office, 
Rehabilitation and 
Protection Group

Ministry of Social and 
Family Development

Singapore

Yeong Zee Kin

Assistant Chief  Executive, 
Data Innovation and 
Protection / Deputy 

Commissioner, Personal 
Data Protection

Infocomm Media 
Development Authority

Singapore
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