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SINGAPORE - Singapore will mark 60 years of independence in 2025 with a series of
celebratory events, and its people are being asked to pitch in for the occasion.

The milestone is also an opportunity for Singaporeans to connect with one another, reflect
on shared values and renew their commitment to the country, said Prime Minister Lawrence
Wong on Nov 4.

PM Wong, who is also Finance Minister, soft-launched the SG60 celebrations at an event to
mark the 60th anniversary of Community Club Management Committees (CCMCs).

It was organised by the People’s Association (PA) at One Punggol and attended by about
700 CCMC chairpersons and grassroots leaders.

As the country approaches its 60th birthday, there is much to be grateful for, said PM Wong.
This is amid an era where there is a lot of complexity and turbulence, and some parts of the
world see violence and conflicts while other countries face great uncertainty, as well as
division and a lack of trust among their people, he added.

“We are very blessed and fortunate that a lot of these negative elements are not here in
Singapore. Are things perfect? Of course we are not perfect. There is nothing that is perfect
here on earth. But the point is, we can keep on doing better and we can keep on improving,”
said PM Wong.

The theme of SG60 is Building Our Singapore Together, according to the Ministry of Culture,
Community and Youth (MCCY).

It is meant to build on the Forward Singapore exercise, while celebrating the nation-building
journey and allowing citizens to reflect on shared values such as multiculturalism, boldness,
resilience and openness.

Programmes throughout the year will encourage Singaporeans to reflect, uphold and live out
these values, said MCCY.

Examples include Chingay, Exercise SG Ready, Singapore World Water Day, Racial and
Religious Harmony Month, the Singapore Pavilion at Expo 2025 Osaka, and Project Citizens
— The First Million, a Founders’ Memorial tribute to the founding generation.

There are also platforms to engage the public, such as the SG60 Youth Engagements
organised by the National Youth Council and PA, and consultations under the Urban
Redevelopment Authority’s Draft Master Plan Exhibition.

Referring to the SG60 programme, PM Wong said: “All this is core and central to the work of
PA, the CCs, and the CCMCs, so naturally all of you will be among our key partners for
SG60.

“Beyond PA, there will be other organisations... who would like to do something for SG60.
We welcome your participation too.”

He noted that the role community clubs (CCs) play in society has evolved.



CCs helped to strengthen community bonds and foster social integration in Singapore, as a
newly independent country, said PM Wong, who is also chairman of PA.

Their physical facilities as well as programme offerings have adjusted to the changes in
society, catering to diverse and modern interests, he noted.

But beyond the buildings, CCMCs have been the driving force behind the CCs since the
committees were first formed in 1964.

With the help of CCMCs, today’s CCs can do even more, and reinvent and refresh
themselves, said PM Wong.

He announced two PA initiatives that will launch in 2025 to foster community-led innovation,
and support more ground-up initiatives.
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First, 10 CCs will be part of a pilot to develop community innovation spaces. These can be
used for activities like brainstorming sessions and capacity-building workshops, to develop
creative solutions to local issues, said PM Wong.

“Our aim is to build a broader community platform, where residents and partners can come
together to address shared challenges. We hope this will give residents a stake in their own
community, a greater sense of ownership and a stronger sense of belonging,” he added.

In addition, PA and the CCMCs will organise a Community Innovation Hackathon in the first
quarter of 2025.

Residents, volunteers, tech experts and others will work together to identify and analyse
local issues, and develop innovative and practical solutions.

Addressing the audience, PM Wong said: “All of you... recognise (that) problems are what
motivate you to step forward, to solve the problems, to tackle the challenges with your fellow
citizens and to make things better.

“Instead of a culture where we point the finger and blame others, instead of waiting for
others to solve the problems for us, we take ownership, because we are all Singaporeans
together and we strive to make things better for ourselves and our fellow citizens.”

He added that he hoped their actions would inspire more Singaporeans to do the same.
“I hope that SG60 will be a time for all of us to renew our commitment to Singapore and to
take our nation forward towards a better and brighter shared future.”

Key SG60 events

Dec 31, 2024

ONE Countdown will bring Singaporeans together to usher in the new year, with celebrations
planned in the heartland.

January 2025

From January, a new nationwide giving programme by the Community Chest will encourage
Singaporeans to donate to various causes.

January to March 2025



The annual Chingay parade, as part of the SG60 celebrations, will be based on the theme of
Joy.

January to December 2025
The PA and National Youth Council will be organising SG60 engagement sessions with
young people through in-person conversations, roadshows, and digital channels.

February 2025
Exercise SG Ready is part of annual total defence efforts to increase threat awareness and
resilience among Singaporeans.

March 2025
Singapore World Water Day, organised by PUB, will be celebrated throughout the island with
activities such as waterway clean-ups and tours, and water rationing exercises.

April 2025 to March 2026

Project Citizens — The First Million is an initiative of the Founders’ Memorial to capture
stories of Singapore’s founding generation of citizens. It will be a permanent feature of the
memorial alongside its focus on the founding leaders.

April to October 2025
Singapore will be taking part in the World Expo 2025 in Osaka with its pavilion The Dream
Sphere, which will profile local enterprises and creative talents.

June 2025

The Urban Redevelopment Authority will be unveiling the Draft Master Plan 2025 Exhibition,
which will showcase plans for Singapore’s land use and development over the next 10 to 15
years.

June to July 2025

As part of Racial and Religious Harmony Month, Harmony Circles across the island will
organise events to promote care, understanding and meaningful engagements between
diverse groups.

Second half of 2025

Commemorating 10 years of Singapore’s Smart Nation journey, #Heart&Soul: Connected by
Smart Nation is an immersive showcase of how the lives of citizens can be transformed
through digital technology.

July 2025
The Institute of Policy Studies and Singapore Business Federation will be organising a
conference titled Global-City Singapore: SG60 and Beyond.

July to August 2025

The annual GetActive! Singapore sporting event will offer activities catering to the general
public, and specific community segments like children, youth, seniors and people with
disabilities.

July to August 2025

Singapore will be hosting the World Aquatics Championships for the first time from July 11 to
Aug 3 at the Singapore Sports Hub and Sentosa. It is also hosting the World Aquatics
Masters Championships.

August 2025



The National Day Parade, to be held at the Padang, will feature highlights such as the
mobile column, aerial display and fireworks. The festivities will be extended to the Marina
Bay area and the heartland.

September 2025

Singapore will be hosting the World Para Swimming Championships, held in Asia for the first
time.

October 2025

Enterprise Singapore will organise the 10th edition of the Singapore Week of Innovation and
Technology.



