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In 1965, Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew broke down and cried on television when he spoke of
how Singapore would be separated from Malaysia.

That moving image is one of the most enduring moments of Singapore's modern history in
the minds of Singaporeans, according to a recent survey.

Almost nine out of 10 citizens are aware of it.
But it was the opening of the two casinos in 2010 that most respondents remember.

Similarly, the two 2011 MRT breakdowns on the last weekend before Christmas, that
affected nearly 100,000 commuters each time, left a lasting impression.



10 events Singaporeans are most aware of

% of respondents who said

Rank Event they were aware of event
1 Opening of two casinos (2010) 98.9
2 Sars outbreak (2003) 98.5
3 Major MRT breakdown (2011) 96.4
4 Mas Selamat escapes (2008) 95.2
5 Mr Goh Chok Tong takes over as Prime
Minister from 93.1
Mr Lee Kuan Yew (1990)
6 World War Il Japanese Occupation
(1942) 92.5
7 PAP loses Aljunied GRC (2011) 91.8
8 Raffles’ landing (1819) 89.8
9 Lee Kuan Yew sobs on national 88.7
television over Separation (1965) .
10 | Singapore hosts Youth Olympics (2010) 875
Source: INSTITUTE OF POLICY STUDIES
ST GRAPHICS

The survey by the Institute of Policy Studies, which will be presented at a seminar on
Monday, aims to give a glimpse into which historical events had the biggest impact on

Singaporeans.

In conducting the study, researchers sought to explore these questions: Which events in our
history do Singaporeans remember best? Do they believe these events are important to
them and to future generations of Singaporeans? How do they recall, retell and perceive

these Singapore stories?

IPS interviewed 1,500 citizens face-to-face between August and October last year (2014).

They were shown a list of 50 historical events selected by researchers - from the founding of
modern Singapore in 1819 to the General Election in 2011 - and asked if they were aware of

each.

The three least-remembered events were the security crackdowns Operation Coldstore in
1963 and Operation Spectrum in 1987 when leftist politicians and activists were detained,
and when terrorists took hostages aboard the Laju ferry in 1974,



10 events Singaporeans are least aware of

% of respondents who said
Rank Event they were aware of event
1 Operation Coldstore (1963) 16.6
2 “Marxist Conspiracy” plot uncovered, 18.5
16 people detained (1987) :
Laju hostage incident (1974) 22.1
4 Debate on Graduate Mother Scheme
5 PAP splits (1961) 32.1
6 Merger of Nantah and University of 34.4
Singapore (1980) )
Formation of MAS (1970) 35.1
8 Maria Hertogh riots (1950) 370
Mr J. B. Jeyaretnam wins a4.1
Anson by-election (1981) :
10 | Introduction of Singapore currency (1967) 47.0
Source: INSTITUTE OF POLICY STUDIES
ST GRAPHICS

Fewer than one-fifth said they had heard of the events.

IPS senior research fellow Leong Chan-Hoong, who led the study, said it was the first of its
kind in Singapore.



