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SEEKING A BETTER URBAN FUTURE

Dr CHEONG Koon Hean is the Institute of Policy Studies’ 5th S R Nathan Fellow for the
Study of Singapore. This book is an edited collection of her three IPS-Nathan Lectures,
delivered in March and April 2018, and includes highlights of her dialogue with the
audience.

Dr Cheong’s lecture series begins with the observation that Singapore is an anomaly. It is
a city-state — everything that the country needs has to be accommodated within its
island. And cities today, including Singapore, have to contend with growing complexity
and disruptions from changes in demographics, climate, the economy, technology, and
their people’s evolving aspirations and expectations. Dr Cheong examines how cities have
creatively dealt with these challenges, and discusses the considerations needed to plan
and develop Singapore in the face of rapid change and uncertainty.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Dr Cheong Koon Hean is CEO of the Housing and Development Board (HDB) of
Singapore, overseeing the development and management of some one million public
housing flats in 26 towns and estates. Since joining the HDB in 2010, she has introduced
a new generation of well-designed, sustainable and smart HDB towns. She was
concurrently Deputy Secretary of the Ministry of National Development from 2001 to 2016.

Dr Cheong was CEO of the Urban Redevelopment Authority from 2004 to 2010, in charge
of strategic land-use planning, conservation of built heritage and the real estate market.
She played a key role in the planning and development of major growth areas, such as
Singapore’s Marina Bay and the Sino-Singapore Tianjin Eco-City. She is also Chairman of
the Lee Kuan Yew World City Prize’s nominating committee. A recipient of several
awards, Dr Cheong is the first Asian to be conferred both the Urban Land Institute’'s JC
Nichols Prize for Visionaries in Urban Development and the Council on Tall Buildings and
Urban Habitat’'s Lynn S. Beedle Lifetime Achievement Award, in 2016.



About
THE S R NATHAN FELLOWSHIP FOR THE STUDY OF SINGAPORE

and
THE IPS-NATHAN LECTURE SERIES

The S R Nathan Fellowship for the Study of Singapore was established by the Institute of
Policy Studies (IPS) in 2013 to support research on public policy and governance issues.
With the generous contributions of individual and corporate donors, and a matching
government grant, IPS raised around S$5.9 million to endow the Fellowship.

The Fellowship is named after Singapore’s sixth and longest-serving President, the late
S R Nathan, in recognition of his lifetime of service to Singapore.

Each S R Nathan Fellow, delivers a series of IPS-Nathan Lectures during his or her term.
These public lectures aim to promote public understanding and discourse on issues of
critical national interest. The lectures are then edited and compiled in a book.

For information on the S R Nathan Fellowship for the Study of Singapore and the Institute
of Policy Studies, please visit http://www.lkyspp.nus.edu.sg/ips.

S R Nathan Fellows:

e Ho Kwon Ping (2014/15)

e Bilahari Kausikan (2015/16)

e Peter Ho (2016/17)

e Lim Siong Guan (2017/18 Semester One)

e Cheong Koon Hean (2017/18 Semester Two)
e Tan Tai Yong (2018/19)

IPS-Nathan Lecture Series books:

e The Ocean in a Drop — Singapore: The Next Fifty Years
by Ho Kwon Ping

e Dealing with an Ambiguous World
by Bilahari Kausikan

e The Challenges of Governance in a Complex World
by Peter Ho

e Can Singapore Fall? Making the Future for Singapore
by Lim Siong Guan

e Seeking a Better Urban Future
by Cheong Koon Hean
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