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ASEAN at 40
Ascendant or Decadent?
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ASEAN’s Record at 40: 
Successes

Survival despite scepticism
Avoiding war among members
Engaging outside powers
Providing a platform for further 
institution-building in Asia Pacific



1/12/2007

ASEAN’s 
Failures/Limitations

Unused mechanisms for conflict 
resolution
Inability to deal with internal problems of 
members with regional implications
Mixed performance over transnational 
challenges
Limited institutionalisation and 
legalisation
Lack of engagement with civil society
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Future of ASEAN
A sunset organisation?
‘Irrelevance’?
Must ‘reinvent itself’
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ASEAN Risks 
Becoming:

“An economic community without single 
market
A political and security community 
without collective action, and
A [socio]-cultural community without 
common identity”

Vietnamese Scholar Dr Bui Truon Giangg, 
Institute of World Economics and 
Politics, Vietnam at the Inaugural 
Meeting of NTS-Asia, Singapore
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Maintain Balance 
Between

State sovereignty/integration 
(Community-building)
Balancing/Bandwagoning
ASEAN Way/Legalisation and 
institutionalisation
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What ASEAN Needs to 
DO

A Charter which offers specific and 
usable instruments for crisis 
management and conflict 
management/resolution
This would require:

Specified conditions for relaxed 
sovereignty
Authority to Troika and ASEAN secretary-
general
Forum for defence/military cooperation
Forum for engaging civil society
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What ASEAN Needs to 
Do

Use new institutions such as East Asia 
Summit to compliment and not duplicate 
or compete with existing institutions. 
Revitalise ARF and APEC
Develop an Asian Charter for 
Governance

Sovereignty and collective action
Democracy and human rights
Crisis-management
Human security
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