
Social Lab, Institute of Policy Studies, Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, 
National University of Singapore, 20 Evans Road, Singapore 259365.

Translated versions of this pamphlet can be found at
http://lkyspp.nus.edu.sg/ips/research/ips-social-lab

© Copyright 2017 National University of Singapore. All Rights Reserved.
Please contact the IPS Social Lab if you would like to reproduce this material

for non-commercial purposes.

Questions or Comments?
Please contact IPS Social Lab at 6601 3223/ 8668 8992 or

 Email: ips.soclab@nus.edu.sg

46.8%
2341

53.2%
2661

74.8%
3739

13.2%
661

12%
602

3.6%
181

17.0%
851

23.0%
1152

28.0%
1400

18.3%
917

10.0%
501

58.6%
2933

7.8%
388

10.6%
532

9.5%
473

13.5%
676

How do families communicate
and interact with each other?

Languages Used Most Often^

What are some key
characteristics of households?

We appreciate one another in 
this household. 

We listen to one another’s 
problems in this household.

We can compromise when 
problems come up. 

I/We trust things will work out 
even in difficult times.

We all have a say in major 
household decisions.

We have meals
together regularly.

We do not easily get upset 	
when another member of the 
household loses his temper.

Living Arrangements Financial SupportIncome Adequacy for 
Monthly Expenses*

Family Life*

Areas of Satisfaction
(according to the Heads of Households)

Quality of Life*

Outstanding Loans*

Other arrangements refer to other combinations  
of household members; family members 
not staying in the household; more than two 
persons in the household; no specific decision 
maker in the household; or child decides for 
himself/herself (for childcare).

How are decisions made?

	 Both HoH and spouse involved 
	 Male HoH or spouse only 
	 Female HoH or spouse only 
	 Elder decides for themselves 
	 Other arrangements

Care Arrangements

Eldercare 
n= 931

Childcare 
n= 1029

  % of Disagreement (Ratings of 1 – 3) 
  % of Neutral (Rating of 4) 
  % of Agreement (Ratings of 5 – 7)

12.2 10.5 67.4

6.3 10.0 73.8

11.4 16.5 62.2

9.53.0 77.6

4.11.5 84.5

6.93.0 80.2

3.3 12.0 84.4

In case of  
an emergency, 

70.3% have 
enough funds 

to last  
three months 

Sources of 
Financial Support^ 
Family & Relatives 

73.8%

Government 
29.5% 

Charities 
5.4% 

Financial Decisions
 
The main decision-maker in the 
household is: 

	 Male HoH or spouse 
	 Female HoH or spouse 
	 Parent/parent-in-law 
	 Others including child/child’s spouse,  

	 sibling or other household members

Total number of resident Heads of Households based on SPSSD Wave 1 in 2015 = 5002

Main Types 
of Outstanding Loans^ 
Housing Loans - 45.0% 

Car Loans - 16.2% 
Credit Card Bills - 6.3% 

57.8%36.9%

2.8% 2.5%

18.6%21.4%

36.5% 45.7%

13.3%

4.5%

24.4%

27.1%

8.6%

Family’s Current Achievements*

Household Functioning*

^Multiple Answer Question
*Remaining percentages are “Don’t Know” or “Refused to Answer” responses

52.2% had outstanding loans
in the past 12 months

20.6% received
financial support in
the past 12 months

^Multiple Answer Question
*Remaining percentages are “Don’t Know” or “Refused to Answer” responses
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