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an A Comparative Survey of Democracy,
Governance and Development
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A First systematic comparative survey of U All surveys are based on country
attitudes and values toward wide probability sampling and face-
governance, democracy and reform, to-face interview.
and citizen politics in Asia (i The survey network covers 14 East

A Standardized survey instruments Asian countries and 5 South Asian
designed around a common research countries.
framework

A Headquartered at 0 The core partner of

, and principally funded by
Tai wanos Ministry of Educati on

A Supplementary funding support from Il BiEs EliEss:

Henry Luce Foundation, and national
funding agencies throughout East Asia



Period Scope

24010 A 010 )% 8 countries in East Asia

2005-2007 13 countries in East Asia and 5
countries in South Asia

2010-2012 13 countries in East Asia

2014-2016 14 countries in East Asia and 5

countries In South Asia

2018~2020 14 countries in East Asia, 4
countries in South Asia, and
Australia
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Country

Japan
Hong Kong
Korea
China
Mongolia
the Philippines
Taiwan
Thailand
Indonesia
Singapore
Vietham
Cambodia
Malaysia
Myanmar
Australia
India

Wave 3
Period Sample Size
2011.12 1880
2012.9 1207
2011.5 1207
2011.710 3473
2010.45 1210
2010.3 1200
2010.22 1592
2010.812 1512
2011.5 1550
2010.48 (0[0]0)
2010.910 1191
2012.23 1200
2011.1011 1214

Wave 4
Period Sample Size
2015.12 1000
2016.23 1000
2015.1012 (20]0)
2015.72016.2 4217
2014.69 1228
2014.7 (20]0)
2014.610 1657
2014.810 1200
2016.1 1550
2014.10:12 1039
2015.910 1200
2015.1011 1200
2014.911 1207
2015.13 1620

Wave 5
Period Sample Size
2019.710 1045
2019.57 1268
2019.712 4941
2018.78 1284
2018.12 1200
2018.72019.1 1259
2018.122019.2 (20]0)
2019.7 1540
2018.67 1200
2019.45 1237
2019.910 1627
2018.102019.1 1630
2019.11 5318



First, the Good News

U Democracy Is embraced by a great majority of East
Aslan citizens everywhere.

U The overwhelming popular support for democracy as
the best form of government is observed in democracies
hybrid regimes, or even singgarty authoritarian

regimes.

U Many citizens in Mongolia, Vietnam and Thailand
embraced it enthusiastically.
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"Democracy may have its problems, but it is still the best form of government." (Source: ABS

Wave 3)
15.3 148
22.3 o4 89 158 33 o i
40.3 ' N 122 13.8
31.0 Strongly agree
42.4
4. 11 m Agree
p0).3 bo.(§ ’ 2 q -
14 (
o &? ol N
R




Many citizens in Asian democracies
have mixed feeling about democracy,
much more so than citizens living under
authoritarian and hybrid regimes.

Although large numbers of people say At the same time, large
that democracy Is the best form of number of people in

government, fewer deem it suitable  agjgn young

fqr th_elr own countries now, still fewer democracies are willing
view It as an effective or preferable .

form of government, and only 0 conS|d_er noR-—
minorities rank it as more important ~ démocratic alternatives.
than economic development.
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Efficacy of Democracy
(% of "Democracy is capable of solving the problems of our society")
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Here Comes the Second Puzzle

U2S Fail 0KS NBaLRyRSydaa G2 L
10LI2ZAY 0 aoOlfS 6KSNB n NBLINBA&S
YR Mn aO02YLX SGSfté& RSY2ONJ UA
U Citizens living under nedemocratic regimes rated their
countries higher than citizens living under democratic regimes.
U Apparently our respondents in Vietnam are using very
different benchmarks from our respondents in Japan.
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ABS W2-5 Democracy Evaluation of Own Country

Where Would You Place Our Country under the Present Government?
® Wave 2 m Wave 3 mWave 4 mWaveb

8.19.1

7 6.96

6.12 6.18 06 6.17

5.2

Average of Democratic Evaluation

Japan Hong Kong Korea China Mongolia Philippines Taiwan  Thailand Indonesia Singapore Vietnam Cambodia Malaysia Myanmar

Score: 1 Completely Undemocratic ~ 10 Completely Democratic



U First it runs the danger @liciting U Second, the direct measure runs
socially desirable answeftom the danger ofumping together
respondents, because all items apples and orangesince people
OF NNB GKS AaRé¢ & 2 Naedknown to entertain varying

GLY 2dz2NJ GUAYSS aRS \P‘{Qaé Rgo%\@hat’;@l%noqracy S.
GoNF YR YVIYSE yv26h Riird disdiffeud &yell whether

dictators embrace the concept of respondents were thinking of
democracy while twisting its democracy as an ideal reallife
meaning, contents and practices. democracythey have experienced

(or a combination of the two) when
they answered the SD battery.



Measuring Diffuse Regime Support

ASince ABS Wave lll, we have addressed the question to
what extent political regimes have to be democratic to be
perceived legitimate by their citizens by comparing the
level of diffuse regime support across different types of
regime.

ASince diffuse regime support is a miiéiceted concept, we
have developed a fiveéem battery to measure its affection,
loyalty, efficacy, desirablility and superiority aspects.



The Third Puzzle

U In contemporary time, U Empirically, however, in East Asi:
normative political theory non-democratic regimes and hybrid
typically expects democratic regimes enjoy much higher level of

regimes to be more popular legitimacy than democratic
legitimate than regimes on virtually every indicator.
authoritarian regimes U There iIs almost a reversed

because democracy isbuilt NBf I A2y aKALI 0S¢
on the consent of the ruled objective level of democratic

and universal suffrage. development and regime support.
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Figure 2a: Regime Support (First Item)
"Thinking in general, | am proud of our system of government "
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Source: Asian Barometer Survey Wave I1l (2010~2011)
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Regime Support from the Younger Generation (age<=35)
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- Regime Support Regime Support for the Younger Generation (age <= 35)
Thinking in general, | am proud of our system of govermnment Thinking in general, | am proud of our system of government
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Figure 2b: Regime Support (Second Item)

"A system like ours, even if it runs into problems, deserves the people's support
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Source: Asian Barometer Survey Wave Il (2010~2011)



Regime Support (second item)
A system like ours, even if it runs into problem, deserves the people's support
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