Far East Plaza as Heritage? Conserving
Singapore’s Malls

Dr Liew Kai Khiun, Nanyang Technological
University

http://www.fareastplaza.com.sg/about_us.php
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Far East Plaza and David Bowie in Gerry
Troyna’s Ricochet (1983) and Asian Film
Archives State of the Motion Location
Tours

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sTvohdI56VA

http://sporeana.blogspot.sg/2010/10/the-up-escalator-
forever-bowie-in.html

http://www.straitstimes.com/lifestyle/look-through-stranger-
eyes



https://stateofmotion.sg/locations/
http://www.straitstimes.com/lifestyle/look-through-stranger-eyes
http://sporeana.blogspot.sg/2010/10/the-up-escalator-forever-bowie-in.html
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Typologies of Malls in Singapore |
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Atrium

Setback above podium

Typologies of Malls in
Singapore Il

Qutdoor escalator and landing
Bus stop
Promenade with outdoer dining

Underground canal

Crchard Road underpass
MRT access
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Atrium-centred retail podium
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Former Indonesian Embassy (image from Lai Chee Kien

Changing Sites of Memories
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Aquarium / The Face Shop

Where once stood Singapore’s most iconic aguarium is now
gone. It was removed in 2008 to allow marine life within to thrive
in a more natural aquatic ecosystem. Currently the area is leased
to The Face Shop, an organic skincare and make up shop
originating from Korea.

Back in 1986 when Wisma Atria first opened, it launched the
creation of Singapore’s first in-mall marine aguarium. The
1.5-metre-tall, 20-cubic-metre tank housed over hundreds of
fishes.

“The most interesting feature was haw the tank surrounded the
bubble lift at the basement level, granting you a view that was
conventionally impossible within the confines of a mall.” — article
by asiaone (2016, Sep 21).

Despite its removal, its round architectural floor plan has been
retained. This can be seen by the floor tiles of The Face Shop.
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ps://elvanlbe4.wixsite.com/wisma/wisma-atria

http://www.nas.gov.sg/archivesonline/photographs/record-details/611a89bf-1162-11e3-83d5-
0050568939ad
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Cut through the clutter.
’ s

Should we and how do we conserve
shopping centre buildings as heritage?

Bye, bye, Sim Lim Square? Shop owners make bid for en-bloc sale

* Physical architecture
e Cultural Significance

¢ Social relevance

(&} & https,//www.businesstimes.com.sg/real-estate/too-ugly-to-save-singapore-weighs-fate-of-its-brutalist-buildings

Too ugly to save? Singapore weighs fate of
Brutalist buildings

Under Land Titles Act, all owners in such buildings must approve conservation plan, comparad to more than 80% approval for en bloc
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sale if building is over 10 years old
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Conserving Malls or/and mall cultures

* Datedness vs timelessness of shops
* Maximizing Gross Floor Areas

e Mall proliferation, REITs and E-commerce in
Changing Retail Cultures

* Benchmarking mall history and
documentation

Pioneering pet shops in Singapore from
T__ngson Plaza

For a healthy

on Road, #01'931 94 difference

vou can See.

301, Upper Thoms e
ThOI:SOﬂ Plaza, Singapore 574408 Guaranteed.

https://mothership.sg/2018/09/thomson-plaza-history-dbs/
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