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Trade Problem
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Regulatory diversity risks fragmenting the digital economy.

Insufficient coordinationCross-border spilloversMushrooming regulation

The body of policy grows due 
to new technologies and 
political salience.

Domestic policy affects the
digital economy across
borders.

Policymakers are in blind 
flight due to inexistent 
standards and vocabulary. 
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Regulatory Activity
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Report
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Agreements and Provisions
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Jurisdictions

Footer 6
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Commitments I
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Commitments II

Footer 8
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High-Level Findings

1. Agreements are increasingly broad.

2. Commitments grow binding with time.

3. Most governments participate through regional, not bilateral, 
frameworks.

4. The centre of gravity has shifted away from the United States.

9Why Digital Is Different – Singapore Economic Roundtable



www.stgallen-endowment.org

Tariff Deals
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Problem Solved?

Transparency is the first step to advance digital trade commitments.

The crux lies in their implementation.
• Governments implement the same commitments, differently.

• Substantial evidence and knowledge gaps hinder monitoring.

• Without dispute resolution, uncertainty persists.

• For larger agreements, these issues compound.

Technological advancements can help address this challenge.
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Thank you
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