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PRIMARY
Knowledge, values, beliefs, experience
with other faith groups

T

Experience is only significant when

it has a transformative value

SECONDARY
Religion reporter to understand the words, meanings

and actions of different faith groups
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WORLD BREAKING NEWS

Christians issue rare rebuke against Muslim-

majority Malaysia's gov't for seizing Bibles

By: Sean Yoong, The Associated Press
Posted: 03/10/2011 3:48 AM | Comments: 0 | Last Modified: 03/M10/2011 4:38 AM
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KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia - The main Christian grouping in Muslim-majority Malaysia said Thursday
it was "fed up" with the government's refusal to allow the distribution of tens of thousands of Bibles,
saying this was an affront to religious freedoms.

The rare rebuke by the Christian Federation of Malaysia signals growing impatience among the
religious minority in a years-old dispute over the government's ban on the use of the word "Allah" as a
translation for God in Malay-language Bibles and religious texts.

The federation's charman, Bishop Ng Moon Hing, said authaorities are currently holding 30,000 Malay-
language Bibles at a port on Borneo island. This was one of the latest attempts by Christians to import
such Bibles, mainly from Indonesia, but none has been successful since March 2009. There are no
similar problems with English-language texts.
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Change of faith tests Afghan law
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Muslims, Jews united
over circumcision plan

SAN FRAMCISCO: Jewish and
Muslim groups are mobilising
over an attempt to outlaw male
elreumeision in 5an Francisco
by putting the issue 1o a papu-
lar vote.

A wmelf-desrribed  “intact-
ivist”, Loyc Schofield, has
been cullecting sigratures for a
voter initiative that wowld cri-
minalise infant circumcision in
the Californian city.

After two months of collect-
ing names; he' claims to be
more than halfway towards
oDtaining the 7168 signatures
he needs by late April to put the
matter on a ballet tobe held in
Movember.

Mr Schofield and a growing
comraunity of  anti-croum
clston  achwvists  say  infants
santld not be foreed to particip-
ate in what is essentially culnir-
ally accepted genital mutilation.

I'hey claim the procedure can
causs health risks and dimin-

ished sexual function and com-,

pare it to the clitoridectomies
performed on girls in parts of
Africa.

“This is @ human rights
isse” b said Wil youie
doing is tou'te taking an infant
and removing the most sensit-
ive part of their body”

Jewish organisations have
pledged to fight the measure

by

should it be placed on the bal
lot, The
Defamation League,
Sandman, called Mr Schofield
effort discriminatory and mis-
guided. “1his 15 hutful and
offensive m people inthe com-

munity: whoe consider this a
coveted ritual ™ he said.
Abby Porth of th: Jewish

Community Relations Council

charged Mr Schofield with wast- |

ing city rescurces for an inap
propriate political stunt that

director of the Anil- i
[Daniel |-

TFurore over heanngs on Musll:_—:'_; i

Simon Mann
HERALL ECRRESPONDENT
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WASHINGTOMN: The now chaix
man of g congressional commis-
tee thdt “is  investigaring the
radicalisationof American Mus-
lims will press ahead with its
first - hearings today, despite
widespread condemnation,
because he has '_'nu choice” and
becanse the US is "under siége
by Vuslim terorists’;
f" e York Hmihlmdn PE‘T‘

King, who chairs: hahanzasimar

i mittee _on: homeland -security,
said e was willlng o wear the
harhs of divil rights groups that
have accusad him of conducling

| 8 MoCarthy-siyle investigation

i a5 a "badge of honour”.

"T have no cheice ... These
hearings are absolhutelyessential,”
hesand. “Wwhat ' Joirg 5 @akinag
the next logicsl stop from what
the [Obama) administration has
been saying. [Attorney-General]
Eric Holder $: ays he lies awake at
night worrying about the growing
radicalisation  of people in this
country willing to take up arms
against their government,”

Amaong those edpectad to testi-

[} nr rj,._t.,r one are two relatves of
 Muslims wh

10 -were rackicalised,
Melvin Bledsne will tel the story
of his Baptist-raised son Carlos,
who converted (o Bslan while at
university, Having changsd  his
name to Abdulhakim Mujahid
Muharmmad, he returmed to the
IS from Yemen in May 2009 and

& T]]. iHe Tt‘rfF‘t it r.-'Fuhhm :

HiTiS ard}et Wwehan pan-- |,
plz it e WMusling: coimoiuiity: |
-whr»raﬁw-trufa: [ !II’:I TS

opened fire on two soldiers f.lnt':-
side a . military recruitment
centre in Arkanszs, Rilling o
and injuriag the other. i
“If it can happen to my somn, i
can happen to anyones son,” M
Bledsoe told The New York LmLs
lzst vear.
A second family witness 15
expectéd to be Abdirizak Bihi,
whose 17-yeat-old nephew, Bui __
han Hagsan, travelled o 5. smalia - Iaeaph
with cther teens from his Minz zeipod
neapolis l:L.'-Il'L‘TlLﬂ""},- Recruliéds
by the Somalia militiz groip Al
Shabab, an al-Qaeda affiliate he
is  believed  to  have  been
mrdered by the group in 2009
when he ried to make contact . ;
with the US cmbassy in Nairobii -'tipnff" {‘mm 1.-.1thn 1ha ]'.‘ILLblun [
“We have the reality that al= <r*nmmu'n|L\f T
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In search of what Islam really says

By ZAMAH ANWAR

o he
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Monday August 20, 2007 12:13pm AEST

A Herald series

Islam in Australia: a diverse society finds a new voice

Where do Australia's Muslims hail from, where do they
& live, what are their experiences, their hopes, fears and

frustrations?
« Pop-up graphic: Where most Muslims were born
The Australian face of Islam
= The much maligned faith is attracting more and more
followers - and they are changing the mainstream
e perception of what it is to be Muslim.

Looking for a home L et §

i Afghans have a long, proud history as hardworking Being a Muslim .
migrants but in recent years they have not felt welcome Australian Muslims talk about their

', in Australia, writes Christopher Kremmer. faith.

Will finds a way to answer the call to pray Q&A

" Muslims are combining the practicalities of religion with Ial P
everyday life, writes Louise Williams. O

a i ool o 2 o Dr Zacharia Matthews of the

—

Australian Islamic Mission
Big bucks, but bank boss keeps the faith answered reader questions

)] OpPression exists, but this Muslim success story sees a about the faith.
n_‘ i land of opportunity, writes Nadia Jamal.

Glossary

Source: The Face of Islam, Sydney Morning Herald, Aug.20, 2007 http://www.smh.com.au/specials/islam/
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On equal footing

By REV. THOMAS GEQRGE

Thinking about the other: Muslims at an interfaith prayer session. — EPA

In a multi-religious country, the people can be strong observers of their own faith
without putting somebody else down.

IM athigtics, all FusRers start from 1P 2ame point. Mo one sizns first betauss They
conzider themselves betier thar the other. It is only a: the end o the match that we see
who is the best runner and who is not.
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Religions c combined in a _c;_ﬂl to unity

Joyce Morgan

AS 4 child grosing up on a farm
near Cape Town, Sheikh Ahduor-
rahman Sedien's favourite game
was to see how long he could
hold his bregth undenwater in
the bath tub,

"This was actually training
to control your diaphragm and
your breathing,” he said. "I did
not do it because of breathing
but because [wasa ~mujﬂ ny boﬂ,'
Butit was all this trdining [ did
s & uaughiy boy ]LJ Lo woalk I
am today”

The South African-born rel:

gious leader isrecognised as one

of e world's finest Xowankc
reribers, whoge melodions vodee
draws crowds of up to 100,000,
He s in Sydney o perfonm in a
coriieer, nnight whichy will bring
together numic from [slamie,
Christian :md Jewish traditions.

The concert will begin with
2 iuslim call to prayer with a
response delivered by a Chris-
tan choir, with the Singers of
St Laurence performing a Greg-
orian chant, .

Behind theevening’s program
\ Soner Coruhlu, a young Syd-

ey lslamJL scholar and busi
'u:aimhr\
to talk to one another b} finding
a common plathrm,” says Mr
Corahla,

“One thing that is common
betwaen 'J'll.'”l.'| diverse Broups
is their appreciation for some-
thirg that is melodiows and
bedifal, so why notbring them
together? Islam {anot about viol

“In the Koran it says -

Swirling ... Shelkh Abdurrahman Sadien, back left, watches a rehearsal at Lakemba Mosque. Phato: Pefier Rae

ence and terrorism; it has quite
d.tli-":.'l.‘ll] ul and artistic ms‘nrv
A same with our Christian
brothers and sisters, Ir'1 a big
fan t:[f:LPg,' in chants.”
Corublu acknowledges that
findementelists -on all side
may not approve of brngng
ther such cifferent spiritu-
raditions "What we have to
realise, Muslims and Christ-
ans, i3 tant although we may

each have one texiwhich hasn’t
changed, we cannot claim the
interpretation of the text will
al 1“ ys be the same. Thal's
where the issue erises.”
Whirling dervishes and Sul
muzsicians from Turkey will take
parl together with ) Svdneys
Renaissance Plavers, perform-
ing sephardic Jewish songs.
shelkh sadien, who trg
the world to deliver iccitationa,

says he has no problem with
appearing on a concert hall
stage. "Islam is a religion for
everyone, everywhere, there is
no specific place of prayer, God
has created this eacth as aplace
for prayer, not a8 & specific
place to o to pray”

A Harmonic Call folinity is at
the City RecitalHali, Angel
Plagetonightat 7 o'clock
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religions tested * §
m Indonesia

Polilicians condemn attacks on Ahmadivan
followers out nothing seems to be dane writes
Tomn Allard in Mataram, Lombok,
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Journalism in Good Faith:
Consulting the Oracle
* Observe
* Reflect and Report
 Analyse & Adjudicate
« Contextualise
e Learn and Liberate

« Enlighten, Educate the
readers.
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In graphics: Muslim vells

Hijab

Potent symbol

The word hijab comes from
the Arabic for veil and is
used to describe the
headscarves worn by Muslim
wamen.

These scarves, regarded by
many Muslims as a symbol of
both religion and
womanhood, come in a
myriad of styles and colours.

The type most commanly
worn in the West is a square
scarf that covers the head
and neck hut leaves the face
clear.




In graphics: Muslim veils

Burka

Conservative choice

lhe nigab 1s a veill for tha
face that leaves the area
arounc the eyes clear.
Howewver, it may be worn
with a separate eyve wveil. It is
woarn with an accompanying
headscarf.

The burka is the most
concealing of all Islamic
veils. It covers the entire
face and body, leaving just a

mesh screen to see through.

There tave been attempts to
ban both the nigab and burka
N some European countries.




In graphics: Muslim veils

Al-Amira

Popular styles

e al-amira 15 a twa-piece
veil. It consists of a close
fitting cap, usually made
from cottor or polyester, anc
an accompanying tube-like
scarf.

The chawla ic 2 long,

rectangular scarf popular in
the Gulf region. It is wrapped
around the head and tucked
or pinned in place at the
shoulders.
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In graphics: Muslim veils

Covering up

The khimar is a long, cape-
like veil that hangs down to
just above the waist. It
covers the hair, neck and
shoulders completely, but
leaves the face clear.

The chadar, warn by many
Irgnian wormen when outside
the house, is a full-body
cloak. Lt s often
accompanied by a smaller
headscarf underneath.
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