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Program 

First Biennial Conference on China-India Studies 

Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University of Singapore, January 13-14, 2023 

In-person and online on Zoom 

(Session times listed are per Singapore local time) 

• The conference is co-organized by the Centre on Asia and Globalisation, Lee Kuan Yew 
School of Public Policy, NUS; Center for Global Asia, NYU Shanghai; Global China Center, 
The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology; Harvard-Yenching Institute; and 
India China Institute, The New School.  

• The conference organizers aim to hold the conference every two years to be rotated among 
the five schools. The intention is promote and advance inter-disciplinarity and methodology 
in China-India studies. 

• Paper presenters will speak for 12-15 minutes each, followed by discussants speaking for 10 
minutes and 35 minutes for Q&A.  
 

Schedule: 

Friday, January 13  

8.30am Hotel pickup 

8:45-9:00am Registration 

9:00-9:10am Welcome remarks 

Selina Ho, Assistant Professor in International Affairs and Co-Director, CAG, LKYSPP 

9:10-10:55am Panel 1: Developmental Parallels and Divergence in China and India 

Moderator: Elizabeth Perry, Henry Rosovsky Professor of Government at Harvard University, 
and Director of the Harvard-Yenching Institute 

Discussant: Mark Frazier, Professor and Chair of Politics at The New School 

• Class and Inequality in China and India (1950-2010): Comparative Political Economy 
Vamsi Vakulabharanam, Co-Director, Asian Political Economy Program, and Associate 
Professor, University of Massachusetts Amherst 

• Beyond Regime? Depicting Land Acquisition conflicts in India and China 
Huang Yinghong, Professor, O. P. Jindal Global University 

• China, India and the ‘alternative visions of development’ at the Bretton Woods Conference 
Priyanka Pandit, Assistant Professor, Shiv Nadar University 

10:55-11:15am Break 

 



    

   

11:15am-1:00pm Panel 2: Interdisciplinarity in China-India Studies 

Moderator: Tansen Sen, Director, Center for Global Asia, and Professor, NYU Shanghai  

Discussant: Marina Kaneti, Assistant Professor, LKYSPP 

• The Iconographic Synthesis and Dissemination of Hooded Monk Imagery in Early 
Medieval China: Subhadra, Meditation, and Chinese Immortals 
Zhao Jinchao, Joint Postdoctoral Fellow, NYU Shanghai and Fudan University 

• Exotic Aromatic and Astronomy: Early Sino-Indian Contact via Maritime Routes 
through South China and Southeast Asia 
Bill Mak, Director of Chinese Research Center, ISF Academy 

• The Malacca Dilemma of the Raj: The Indian Revolt of 1857, the Second Opium War, 
and the British Proposal of a Kra Passage 
Cao Yin, Associate Professor, Tsinghua University 

• Marginalia and China-India Thought 
Adhira Mangalagiri, Lecturer, Queen Mary University 

1:00-2:00pm Lunch 

2:00-3:45pm Panel 3: New Dimensions in China-India Relations 

Moderator: Li Ruohong, Associate Director, Harvard-Yenching Institute 

Discussant: Kanti Bajpai, Wilmar Professor of Asian Studies and Co-Director, CAG, LKYSPP 

• From Resources to Influence: China and India’s use of Economic Statecraft in Small 
States in South Asia 
Chulanee Attanayake, Research Fellow, ISAS, NUS 

• Constructing Normalization: The Forgotten History of China-India Relations,1968-1993 
Duan Bin, Research Fellow, Nanjing University 

• China-India relations: ‘Tacit’ support for secessionism during the Xi-Modi era 
Varigonda Kesava Chandra, Postdoctoral Fellow, ARI, NUS 

• Deterrence before Diplomacy: India’s approach to negotiations with China 
Yogesh Joshi, Research Fellow, ISAS, NUS 

3:45-4:00pm Break 

4:00-5:00pm Leaders’ discussion  

Moderator: Kanti Bajpai, Wilmar Professor of Asian Studies and Co-Director, CAG, 
LKYSPP 

5.15-6.30pm  Keynote Speech by Mr George Yeo 

7:00-9:00pm Dinner (for participants only) 

 



    

   

Saturday, January 14  

8.30am Hotel pickup 

9:00-10:45am Panel 4: Comparative Political Economy: State Activism and Societal 
Agency 

Moderator: Kellee Tsai, Dean of Humanities and Social Science, Chair Professor of Social 
Science, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology 

Discussant: Adam Liu, Assistant Professor, LKYSPP 

• Money circulations and fabric exports from China to Dubai through Indian diasporic 
connections 
Ka-Kin Cheuk, Lecturer (Assistant Professor), University of Southampton 

• Giving Back to the Masses: Philanthropy and State Capacity in India and China 
Bhim Subba, Assistant Professor, University of Hyderabad 

• Asian Miracle 3.0: Promises, Perils, and the State Roles 
Min Ye, Associate Professor, Pardee School of Global Studies, Boston University 

10:45-11:00am Break 

11:00am-12:45pm Panel 5: Challenges of Comparisons and Connections in China-India 
Urban Studies 

Moderator: Mark Frazier, Professor and Chair of Politics, The New School 

Discussant: Selina Ho, Assistant Professor in International Affairs and Co-Director, CAG, 
LKYSPP 

• Governing the Urban in China and India 
Xuefei Ren, Professor, Michigan State University 

• Unwinding Metropolitan Bias? The Shifting Politics of Urban Development in China 
Kyle A. Jaros, Associate Professor, Keough School of Global Affairs, University of 
Notre Dame 

• Comparative Urban Governance in China and India 
Yue Zhang, Associate Professor, University of Illinois at Chicago 

12:45-2:00pm Lunch (Group Photo) 

2:00pm Bus pickup to hotel 

 

 

 

 



    

   

Participant Bios 

 
ATTANAYAKE, Chulanee is a Research Fellow at the Institute of South Asian Studies (ISAS), 
National University of Singapore. Her research focus is on China and its policies in South Asia. 
She is one of the few Sri Lankans who focus on this research area. Dr Attanayake’s book China in 
Sri Lanka, a comprehensive analysis of Sino-Sri Lankan bilateral relations was published in 2013. 
Prior to joining ISAS, Dr Attanayake served as the Director (Research) of the Institute of 
National Security Studies Sri Lanka—the national security think tank under Sri Lanka’s Ministry 
of Defense. She was a visiting lecturer at the Bandaranaike Centre for International Studies on 
Politics in South Asia and Politics in the Indian Ocean, and at the Royal Institute of Colombo. 
She worked as a research associate at the Lakshman Kadirgamar Institute for International 
Relations and Strategic Studies—a think-tank under the Ministry of External Affairs. She has 
also served as an international expert on an international study group on Green Belt and Road, a 
project by UNEP and the Ministry of Environmental Protection in China. Dr Attanayake 
obtained her PhD from the Central China Normal University in Wuhan. She has a Bachelor in 
Arts from University of Peradeniya and a Masters in regional development and planning from 
University of Colombo. 
 
BAJPAI, Kanti, is Vice Dean (Research and Development), Wilmar Professor of Asian Studies, 
and Co-Director of the Centre on Asia and Globalisation at the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public 
Policy, National University of Singapore. His areas of interest include Asian international 
thought and strategic cultures, international security, and Indian foreign policy and national 
security. Before coming to the LKY School, Kanti was Professor of International Politics, 
Jawaharlal Nehru University and Professor in the Politics and International Relations of South 
Asia, Oxford University. From 2003 to 2009, he was Headmaster, The Doon School, India. He 
taught at the Maharajah Sayajirao University of Baroda, and has held visiting appointments at 
Wesleyan University and the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. Kanti has held visiting 
appointments at the Rajiv Gandhi Foundation, Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace, Notre Dame 
University, the Brookings Institution, and the Australian Defence Force Academy. He was also 
Distinguished Fellow, Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, New Delhi. Kanti’s most 
recent book was India Versus China: Why They Are Not Friends (Juggernaut 2021). He is currently 
working on a book on India’s grand strategy.  
 
CAO, Yin is Associate Professor in the Department of History, Tsinghua University. He works 
on modern Indian history, global history, and inter-Asian connections. He is the author of 
Chinese Sojourners in Wartime Raj, 1942-45 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2022) and From 
Policemen to Revolutionaries: A Sikh Diaspora in Global Shanghai, 1885-1945 (Leiden: Brill, 2018). 
 
CHEUK, Ka-Kin is a Lecturer (Assistant Professor) in Anthropology in the Department of 
Archaeology at the University of Southampton. He was previously an Assistant Professor in 
Anthropology at the City University of Hong Kong and was elected as a fellow of the India 
China Institute at The New School in 2021-2022. His research revolves around the study of 
migration, transnationalism, and inter-Asian connections, with a focus on China, Hong Kong, 
India, and the Middle East. His recent publications include “Diasporic Convergence, Sustained 
Transience and Indifferent survival: Indian traders in China” (History and Anthropology 33:2, 2022), 
“Teaching Ethnographic Research Methods in the Time of COVID-19: Virtual Fieldtrips, a Web 
Symposium, and Public Engagement with Asian American Communities in Houston, Texas” 
(Teaching and Learning Anthropology 4:1, 2021), and “Making Mumbai (in China)” (in Bombay 
Brokers, Duke University Press, 2021). Having conducted fieldwork over the past 17 years on the 
Sikh diaspora in Hong Kong and on Indian traders in southeast China, he is currently developing 



    

   

a new project on the transnational flower industry and environmental ethics in China and 
Scotland. 
 
DUAN, Bin is a Research Fellow, School of History, the Nan Jing University, China. His areas 
of research include the history of Sino-Indian relations during the Cold War, Sino-Indian Border 
issues. He was once a visiting fellow of Nehru University (2019) and Harvard-Yenching Institute 
(2021) respectively. Recently, he has completed his doctoral thesis: From Cold War-
Confrontation to Good-neighbor Cooperation: A Study on Sino-Indian Normalization,1968-
1993, Ph., Dissertation East China Normal University, 2022. 
 
FRAZIER, Mark W. is Professor and Chair of Politics at The New School, where he also 
serves as Co-Director of the India China Institute. His research interests focus on labor and 
social policy in China, and more recently on political conflict over urbanization, migration, and 
citizenship in China and India. His latest book, The Power of Place: Contentious Politics in Twentieth 
Century Shanghai and Bombay (Cambridge University Press, 2019), examines long-term changes in 
political geographies and patterns of popular protest in the two cities. He is also the author of 
Socialist Insecurity: Pensions and the Politics of Uneven Development in China (Cornell University Press, 
2010), The Making of the Chinese Industrial Workplace (Cambridge University Press, 2002), and Co-
Editor of the SAGE Handbook of Contemporary China (2018). He has authored op-ed pieces and 
essays for The New York Times, Daedalus, and The Diplomat. Frazier has been a fellow in the Public 
Intellectuals Program of the National Committee on U.S.-China Relations since 2005, and was a 
Fulbright Research Fellow in China in 2004-05. Before assuming his current position at The 
New School in 2012, he held a chaired professorship in Chinese Politics at the University of 
Oklahoma and was the Luce Assistant Professor in the Political Economy of East Asia at 
Lawrence University, a liberal arts college in Wisconsin. 
 
HO, Selina is an Assistant Professor in International Affairs and Co-Director of the Centre on 
Asia and Globalisation, Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University of 
Singapore. She researches Chinese politics and foreign policy. Specifically, she is interested in 
how China wields power and influence via infrastructure and water disputes in Southeast Asia 
and South Asia. Her work stands at the intersection of comparative politics and international 
relations. Selina is the author of Thirsty Cities: Social Contracts and Public Goods Provision in China and 
India (Cambridge University Press, 2019), co-author (with David M. Lampton and Cheng-Chwee 
Kuik) of Rivers of Iron: Railroads and Chinese Power in Southeast Asia (University of California Press, 
2020), and co-editor (with Kanti Bajpai and Manjari Chatterjee Miller) of The Routledge Handbook 
of China-India Relations (2020). She has published widely in peer-reviewed journals, 
including International Affairs, Chinese Journal of International Politics, Journal of Contemporary China, 
among others. Selina is the editor (with Kanti Bajpai) of Amsterdam University Press’s ‘Politics 
and International Relations in Asia’ book series. 
 
HUANG, Yinghong is a Professor of political science at Jindal Global Law school, O.P. Jindal 
Global University. He received his B.A. from Xiamen University, China, and his M.A. & Ph.D. 
from Sun Yat-sen University, China. Prof. Huang was teaching in the School of International 
Relations, Sun Yat-sen University from 2010 till 2019. He was a visiting scholar at Harvard-
Yenching Institute (2017-2018), a Senior Visiting Scholar at the Asia Research Institute of the 
National University of Singapore (2014), and a Visiting Scholar at Jadavpur University (2015), 
Delhi University (2008 & 2011), Institute of Chinese Studies, Delhi (2013). He as well served as 
an emerging scholar at the India-China Institute of the New School University (2014). Prof. 
Huang’s scholarly interests include ‘Gandhian Satyagraha’, ‘land and development in India and 
China’, and ‘India-Sino relations’. He has published a book in the Chinese language, viz. “the 
Politics to convert Opponent: A case study of Mahatma Gandhi’s Satyagraha Fastings” 



    

   

(Shanghai People’s Publish House, 2012). He also has several publications in the journals like 
Chinese Social Science, Gandhi Marg, China Report, and Strategic Analysis as well as some book 
chapters from publishing houses including the Oxford University Press. 
 
JAROS, Kyle A. is an Associate Professor of Global Affairs in the Keough School of Global 
Affairs at the University of Notre Dame, where he is also a Faculty Fellow of the Keough 
School’s Liu Institute for Asia and Asian Studies and the Pulte Institute for Global 
Development. He holds a Ph.D. in Political Science from Harvard University. Jaros’s research 
explores the politics of regional development, central-local relations, urban governance, and 
subnational foreign affairs with a focus on China. His first book, China’s Urban Champions: The 
Politics of Spatial Development (Princeton University Press, 2019) examines the policy logics and 
political factors driving uneven development in China’s provinces. He is currently working on 
two multi-year projects: one that examines the remaking of urban government and governance 
logics in 21st century China and one that charts the evolution of state- and city-level US-China 
relations during a period of mounting bilateral tensions. His research has also appeared in leading 
China studies and social science journals such as The China Journal, The China Quarterly, Journal of 
Contemporary China, Politics & Society, Studies in Comparative International Development, and Urban 
Affairs Review. Jaros is currently a National Committee on US-China Relations’ Public 
Intellectuals Program fellow (2021-23) and a Wilson China Fellow (2022-2023). 
 
JOSHI, Yogesh is a Research Fellow at the Institute of South Asian Studies, National 
University of Singapore. His research focuses on contemporary Indian foreign and national 
security policy, with an emphasis on Indo-Pacific’s balance of power, evolution of India’s 
military power and its approach to use of force in international relations. Before joining ISAS, 
Dr Joshi was a MacArthur and Stanton Nuclear Postdoctoral Fellow at the Center for 
International Security and Cooperation, Stanford University, USA. He is also an alumnus of 
Summer Workshop on the Analysis of Military Operations and Strategy, Columbia University 
and the International Nuclear History Boot Camp, Woodrow Wilson Center. He has a doctorate 
in International Politics from Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. 
 
KANETI, Marina Jose is Assistant Professor at the LKY School of Public Policy. She 
specializes in questions of global development, including the Chinese Belt and Road, migration, 
and environmental governance. In addition to journal publications pertaining to global 
governance issues, Dr. Kaneti has curated a digital platform documenting ancient and modern 
interactions along the Silk and Spice Routes, and the geopolitical impact of the Belt Road 
initiative. The “Visual Archives of the Silk and Spice Routes,” funded by a NUS Start-up grant 
and Ford Foundation fellowship, contains 7000+ images, stories, and short movies. To capture 
the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, Dr. Kaneti is also developing an index on social 
protection mechanisms and emergency preparedness in Southeast Asia. Dr. Kaneti is the 
recipient of the 2021 NUS Annual Teaching Excellence Award and the 2021 LKYSPP Digital 
Educator Award. Prior to her academic career, Dr Kaneti worked as project manager for the 
United Nations Development Program (UNDP) and equity trader on Wall Street. She 
occasionally engages as a strategy consultant for non-profit organizations, social enterprises, and 
think tanks. 
 
LI, Ruohong is the Associate Director at the Harvard-Yenching Institute. Dr. Li got her Ph.D. 
from Harvard University specializing in the history of China and Central Asia relations. She has 
been working at the Harvard-Yenching Institute since 2001 and is responsible for the Institute’s 
multiple major fellowship programs and international academic activities and events at Harvard 
as well as the HYI’s 60 partner institutions in Asia. 
 

https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691190723/chinas-urban-champions
https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691190723/chinas-urban-champions


    

   

LIU, Adam is a political scientist trained at Stanford University, though he doesn't believe in 
disciplinary and methodological boundaries. He studies Chinese politics and political economy. 
His dissertation, "Building Markets within Authoritarian Institutions: The Political Economy of 
Banking Development in China," won the 2020 BRICS Economic Research Award. The Award 
carries a prize money of Indian Rupees 1.5 million (approximately USD 21,000), supported by 
the Exim Bank of India, a citation and a medal. 
 
MAK, Bill M. is Director of Chinese Research Center, the ISF Academy, Fellow of the Jao 
Tsung-I Petit Ecole, University of Hong Kong, Research Associate of the Needham Research 
Institute, Senior Member of Robinson College, Cambridge University. He completed his 
linguistic training at McGill University (B.A. Hons.) in 1996, specialising in Sanskrit and East 
Asian languages. His areas of research include history of science in Asia, historical Sino-Indian 
cultural contact, and Buddhist philology. After he received his Ph.D. in Indian languages and 
literature from Peking University in 2010, he held several research and teaching positions in 
Hong Kong (University of Hong Kong), Germany (Hamburg University), and Japan (Kyoto 
University). Mak has authored over 30 academic articles in peer-reviewed journals and co-editor 
of Overlapping Cosmologies in Asia, recently published by Brill. He is now completing a book project 
titled Foreign Astral Sciences in China, from Six Dynasties to Northern Song, to be published by 
Routledge under the Needham Research Institute Monograph Series. 
 
MANGALAGIRI, Adhira is a Lecturer in the Department of Comparative Literature at Queen 
Mary University of London. She researches and teaches twentieth-century Chinese and 
Hindi/Urdu literatures alongside theories of world literature, transnationalism, and South-South 
comparison. She is the author of States of Disconnect: The China-India Literary Relation in the Twentieth 
Century (Columbia UP, 2023). Her research has also recently appeared in Comparative Literature 
Studies, the Journal of World Literature, the International Journal of Asian Studies, and Economic & 
Political Weekly, among others. She is an Editor of Comparative Critical Studies, the house journal of 
the British Comparative Literature Association. 
 
PANDIT, Priyanka is an Assistant Professor at the Department of International Relations and 
Governance Studies, Shiv Nadar University, Delhi-NCR, India. Her research interests are in 
international and comparative political economy with an emphasis on China and the developing 
world, as well as international negotiations and global economic governance. She was formerly 
an Ashoka-Harvard Yenching Post-Doctoral Fellow in Chinese Studies at Shiv Nadar University. 
She holds M.Phil. and Ph.D.in Chinese Studies from the School of International Studies, 
Jawaharlal Nehru University, and Masters in East Asian Studies from the University of Delhi. 
She was formerly Research Fellow at the Indian Council of World Affairs (ICWA), New Delhi, 
Visiting Fellow at the Chongyang Institute of Financial Studies, Renmin University, Beijing, and 
a Visiting Scholar at the Jinan University, Guangzhou, China. Before joining ICWA, she taught 
at the Yunnan University of Finance and Economics, where she also pursued an intensive year-
long course in Mandarin. She is currently completing her book project on China’s negotiating 
strategies at the World Trade Organisation.  
 
PERRY, Elizabeth J. is the Henry Rosovsky Professor of Government at Harvard University 
and Director of the Harvard-Yenching Institute. She holds a PhD from the University of 
Michigan and is a former President of the Association for Asian Studies and former Director of 
Harvard’s Fairbank Center for Chinese Studies. Her research focuses on the history of the 
Chinese revolution and its implications for contemporary Chinese politics. A fellow of the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences and a corresponding fellow of the British Academy, 
Professor Perry is the author or editor of more than 20 books including, most recently, Mao’s 
Invisible Hand: The Political Foundations of Adaptive Governance in China (Harvard, 2011); Anyuan: 



    

   

Mining China’s Revolutionary Tradition (California, 2012); What is the Best Kind of History? (Zhejiang, 
2015); Beyond Regimes: China and India Compared (Harvard, 2018); Similar yet Different: Case Studies of 
China’s Modern Christian Colleges (Zhejiang, 2019); and Ruling by Other Means: State-Mobilized 
Movements (Cambridge, 2020). Her book, Shanghai on Strike: The Politics of Chinese Labor (Stanford, 
1993) received the John King Fairbank Prize of the American Historical Association; her article, 
“Chinese Conceptions of ‘Rights’: From Mencius to Mao – and Now” (Perspectives on Politics, 
2008) received the Heinz I. Eulau Prize of the American Political Science Association. 
 
REN, Xuefei is a Professor of Sociology and Global Urban Studies at Michigan State 
University. She is the author of three award-winning books: Building Globalization: Transnational 
Architecture Production in Urban China (University of Chicago Press, 2011), Urban China (Polity 
Press, 2013), and Governing the Urban in China and India: Land Grabs, Slum Clearance and the War on 
Air Pollution (Princeton University Press, 2020). She is working on two new comparative projects: 
on revitalization of rust-belt cities (in China, U.S., and Europe) and urban recovery in the 
aftermath of COVID-19 (in Chicago, Toronto, and Johannesburg). Her work has been 
supported by Andrew Mellon Foundation, Urban Studies Foundation, American Council of 
Learned Societies among others.   
 
SEN, Tansen is Professor of history; the Director of the Center for Global Asia at NYU 
Shanghai; and Associated Professor, Department of History, NYU. He is the author of Buddhism, 
Diplomacy, and Trade: The Realignment of Sino-Indian Relations, 600-1400 (2003; 2016) and India, 
China, and the World: A Connected History (2017; 2018). He has co-authored (with Victor H. Mair) 
Traditional China in Asian and World History (2012), edited Buddhism Across Asia: Networks of 
Material, Cultural and Intellectual Exchange (2014), and co-edited (with Burkhard Schnepel) Travelling 
Pasts: The Politics of Cultural Heritage in the Indian Ocean World (2019) and (with Brian Tsui) Beyond 
Pan-Asianism: Connecting China and India, 1840s–1960s (2021). With Adhira Mangalagiri he has co-
edited a special issue of the International Journal of Asian Studies (July 2022) on “methods in China-
India studies.” He is currently working on a book about the Chinese mariner Zheng He’s 
maritime expeditions in the early fifteenth century, a monograph on Jawaharlal Nehru and 
China, and co-editing (with Engseng Ho) the Cambridge History of the Indian Ocean, volume 1. 
 
SUBBA, Bhim Bahadur is an Assistant Professor at the Department of Political Science, 
University of Hyderabad, and a Visiting Associate Fellow at the Institute of Chinese Studies, 
New Delhi. He holds a PhD from the University of Delhi and an MA from Jawaharlal Nehru 
University. Dr. Subba was an Institute of Chinese Studies-Harvard-Yenching Institute China-
India Studies visiting doctoral fellow; a Ford student fellow, and a recipient of the Confucius 
Institute Fellowship for Mandarin language training. His research interests are China studies, 
comparative politics, and international affairs. His articles have appeared in journals, edited 
books, review blogs, and other online commentaries. Recently, Dr. Subba also co-guest edited 
two special issues of China Report on CPC’s Hundredth Anniversary. 
 
TSAI, Kellee is Dean of Humanities and Social Science and Chair Professor of Social Science at 
Hong Kong University of Science and Technology. She previously served as Vice Dean of 
Humanities and Social Science and Professor of Political Science at Johns Hopkins University.  
Her current research projects include the political economy of surveillance in China; the local 
developmental impact of the Chinese and Indian diasporas; and collaborative work on party-
state capitalism in China. Recent (2021-22) publications include a volume on Evolutionary 
Governance under Authoritarianism: State-Society Relations in China (Harvard UP), and articles in China 
Quarterly, China Journal, Current History, International Security, Politics & Society, Studies in Comparative 
International Development, and World Development. 
 



    

   

VAKULABHARANAM, Vamsi is Co-Director of the Asian Political Economy Program and 
Associate Professor of Economics at the University of Massachusetts Amherst. He has written 
on agrarian change, inequalities in China and India, and urban political economy in India.  
 
VARIGONDA, Kesava Chandra is a Postdoctoral Fellow at the Asia Research Institute, 
National University of Singapore, and is Administrative Director for the Asian Peace 
Programme. He works under Distinguished Fellow, Professor Kishore Mahbubani, on a range of 
projects related to global geopolitics and the prospect for peace in Asia. Kesava’s research 
focuses on anti-nuclear movements and their impact on the Indian state’s civil nuclear energy 
policy, and has been published as a monograph: Society, Resistance and Civil Nuclear Policy in India: 
Nuclearising the State (Oxford & New York, Routledge: 2021). He has a MSc (Asian Studies) 
degree from the S. Rajaratnam Institute of International Studies, Nanyang Technological 
University, and a BEng (Chemical Engineering) degree from the National University of 
Singapore. His research focus also includes India’s state-society relations, energy policies, 
identity-based majoritarianism and South Asian geopolitics. His papers have been published (or 
accepted) in Energy Policy, Third World Quarterly, India Review and Peace Review.  
 
YE, Min is Associate Professor of International Relations at the Pardee School of Global 
Studies, Boston University.  She was the Director of Undergraduate Studies at Pardee School 
(2017-2019) and Director of East Asian Studies at BU (2010-2014). Her research situates in the 
nexus between domestic and global politics and the intersection of economics and security in 
Asia.  Her publications include The Belt, Road and Beyond (Cambridge University Press, 
2020), Diasporas and Foreign Direct Investment in China and India (Cambridge University Press, 2014), 
and The Making of Northeast Asia (with Kent Calder, Stanford University Press, 2010).  Min Ye 
has received grants and fellowship in the U.S and Asia, including a Smith Richardson Foundation 
grant, East Asia Peace, Prosperity, and Governance Fellowship, Princeton-Harvard China and 
the World Program post-doctoral fellowship, and Millennium Education Scholarship in Japan.  
In 2014-2016, Ye was a Public Intellectual Program fellow at the National Committee on the 
U.S-China Relations. In 2020, Ye was nominated as the Rosenberg Scholar of East Asian Studies 
at Suffolk University. In 2021-2022, Ye received a grant on Digital Development in Asia at 
Boston University. 
 
ZHANG, Yue is an Associate Professor of Political Science and Global Asian Studies at the 
University of Illinois at Chicago, and a Co-Editor of Urban Affairs Review. She received her 
MA and PhD degrees in Politics from Princeton University and her B.A. degree in 
International Relations from Peking University. Her research interests include comparative urban 
politics and political economy of development. Zhang is the author of The Fragmented Politics of 
Urban Preservation: Beijing, Chicago, and Paris (University of Minnesota Press 2013; Chinese 
translation 2018). Her other published work has appeared in The China Quarterly, Journal of Urban 
Affairs Review, Cities, Land Use Policy, among others. She has conducted policy analysis for the 
World Bank, UNESCO, Asia Urbs, and other organizations on issues pertaining to local 
government reform, inclusive development, and cultural heritage preservation. 
 
ZHAO, Jinchao is currently the joint Postdoctoral Fellow of Global Asia at NYU Shanghai and 
Fudan University. Specializing in visuality, materiality, and transculturality in early medieval 
Chinese Buddhist art, she received her MA in Comparative Literature at Peking University and 
her PhD from the University of Virginia in Art and Architectural History. Jinchao’s dissertation 
investigates the Chinese reception and appropriation of Buddhist stupa worship in early medieval 
China. Her other research interests include Buddhist visual narratives and their interaction with 
textual traditions, early Indian art, and miniature painting. Jinchao has published research articles, 



    

   

book chapters, and academic translations in both English and Chinese. Her articles have 
appeared in Religions, Asian Studies, and Eurasian Studies, among others. 
 

 


