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AUTHORS’, SPEAKERS’ AND MODERATOR’S PROFILE* 

 (in alphabetical order) 
 

Mohan GURUSWAMY 
Mohan Guruswamy had his undergraduate education in Mathematics, Physics and Chemistry at Nizam 
College, Hyderabad, India. He has post-graduate qualifications in Public Policy, International Affairs and 
Management. He is an alumnus of the John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University and the 
Graduate School of Business, Stanford University. With an interesting career path that included teaching, 
senior management, journalism and in government as the Advisor to the Finance Minister and Secretary to 
the Government of India, he now a Distinguished Fellow at the Observer Research Foundation, New Delhi. 
He is also the founder/chairman of the Centre for Policy Alternatives, New Delhi. Mohan Guruswamy is 
widely traveled in India and abroad, and is the author of several books on policy issues, some of the recent 
being The Looming Crisis in India’s Agriculture; India: Issues in Development; India’s World: Essays in 
Foreign Policy and Security Issues; India China Relations: The Border Issue and Beyond; and the latest 
being Chasing the Dragon: Will India Catch-up with China? He is a frequent commentator on national and 
international print and electronic media on matters of current interest, and writes a widely read and 
disseminated newspaper and magazine column. His papers on Redefining Poverty, Income Inequality, 
Backwardness of Bihar, Economic Development in West Bengal, and FDI in Retail have been published in 
well-regarded journals like the Economic and Political Weekly, Seminar and the Journal of Public Policy, 
UK and have figured in discussions in the Indian Parliament. He is a Non-resident Senior Fellow of the 
Atlantic Council, Washington DC; Visiting Fellow at the Hainan Institute for World Watch, Hainan; and 
serves on the Board of Research of the United Service Institution of India, New Delhi, and on the Advisory 
Board of the Symbiosis Institute of International Studies. 
 
Donald LOW 
Mr Donald Low is Senior Fellow and Assistant Dean (Research Centres) at the Lee Kuan Yew School of 
Public Policy. He has administrative oversight of the School’s research centres and leads the School’s 
case writing efforts. His research interests at the School include inequality and social spending, 
behavioural economics, economics and public policy, public finance, and governance and politics in 
Singapore. Prior to his current appointment, Donald served fifteen years in the Singapore government. 
During that time, he established the Centre for Public Economics at the Civil Service College of Singapore 
to advance economics literacy in the Singapore government. Donald also held various senior positions at 
the heart of the Singapore government. He was the Director of Fiscal Policy at the Ministry of Finance from 
2004 to 2005, and the Director of the Strategic Policy Office in the Public Service Division from 2006 to 
2007. Donald co-wrote and edited Behavioural Economics and Policy Design: Examples from Singapore 
(2011), a pioneering book which details how the Singapore government has applied ideas from the field of 
behavioural economics in the design of public policies. Donald holds a double first in Politics, Philosophy 
and Economics from Oxford University, and a Masters in International Public Policy from The Johns 
Hopkins University’s School of Advanced International Studies. He is currently a Vice President at the 
Economics Society of Singapore. 
 
Linda LOW 
Linda Low was Associate Professor, Business School and Economics Department, National University of 
Singapore; Senior Research Fellow, Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore; and economic 
advisor, Abu Dhabi government. Now in the Asia Competitiveness Institute (ACI), her research interests 
and publications include public sector economics and public policy, human resources development, 
international trade and regionalism, regional economies in Asia-Pacific and Middle East. She has consulted 
for local agencies in ministries, public and private sectors and internationally like Asian Development Bank, 
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for the Asia-Pacific (UNESCAP) among others. Her 
latest books are Abu Dhabi’s Vision 2030 (2012) and GCC-ASEAN (2011). 
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Kishore MAHBUBANI 
A student of philosophy and history, Kishore Mahbubani has had the good fortune of enjoying a career in 
government and, at the same time, in writing on public issues.  With the Singapore Foreign Service from 
1971 to 2004, he had postings in Cambodia (where he served during the war in 1973-74), Malaysia, 
Washington DC and New York, where he served two stints as Singapore’s Ambassador to the UN and as 
President of the UN Security Council in January 2001 and May 2002.  He was Permanent Secretary at the 
Foreign Ministry from 1993 to 1998.  Currently, he is the Dean and Professor in the Practice of Public 
Policy at the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy (LKYSPP) of the National University of Singapore. 
Concurrently, Prof Mahbubani continues to serve in Boards and Councils of several institutions in 
Singapore, Europe and North America, including the Yale President's Council on International Activities 
(PCIA), Association of Professional Schools of International Affairs,  Indian Prime Minister’s Global 
Advisory Council, University of Bocconi International Advisory Committee, World Economic Forum - Global 
Agenda Council on China and Chairman of the Lee Kuan Yew World City Prize Nominating Committee. In 
the world of ideas, Prof Mahbubani has spoken and published globally.  His articles have appeared in a 
wide range of journals and newspapers, including Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, the Washington 
Quarterly, Survival, American Interest, the National Interest, Time, Newsweek, the Financial Times and 
New York Times.  He has also been profiled in the Economist and in Time Magazine.  He is the author of 
Can Asians Think? (published and translated in Singapore, Canada, US, Mexico, India, China Myanmar, 
Turkey and Malaysia), Beyond The Age Of Innocence: Rebuilding Trust between America and the World 
(published and translated in the US and China), and The New Asian Hemisphere: The Irresistible Shift of 
Global Power to the East (published and translated in the US, France, Germany, the Netherlands, Egypt, 
China, Korea, Japan, Indonesia, Italy, Taiwan and Vietnam). His new book is The Great Convergence: 
Asia, The West and the Logic of One World (published and translated in the US, the Netherlands and 
China). More information on his writings can be found on www.mahbubani.net. Prof Mahbubani was 
awarded the President’s Scholarship in 1967.  He graduated with a First Class honours degree in 
Philosophy from the University of Singapore in 1971.  From Dalhousie University, Canada, he received a 
Masters degree in Philosophy in 1976 and an honorary doctorate in 1995.  He spent a year as a fellow at 
the Center for International Affairs at Harvard University from 1991 to 1992. He was conferred The Public 
Administration Medal (Gold) by the Singapore Government in 1998.  The Foreign Policy Association Medal 
was awarded to him in New York in June 2004 with the following opening words in the citation:  “A gifted 
diplomat, a student of history and philosophy, a provocative writer and an intuitive thinker”.  Prof 
Mahbubani was also listed as one of the top 100 public intellectuals in the world by Foreign Policy and 
Prospect magazines in September 2005, and included in the March 2009 Financial Times list of Top 50 
individuals (including Obama, Wen Jiabao and Sarkozy) who would shape the debate on the future of 
capitalism. Most recently, Prof Mahbubani was selected as one of Foreign Policy’s Top Global Thinkers in 
2010 and 2011. In 2011, he was described as “the muse of the Asian century.” 
 
Ramkishen Sundara RAJAN 
Ramkishen S. RAJAN is a Professor of International Economic Policy at the School of Public Policy, 
George Mason University (GMU), a position he has held since January 2006. He is also affiliated with the 
Center for Emerging Market Policies (CEMP) at the university which he helped establish. Prior to that, he 
was on the faculty of the School of Economics, University of Adelaide for five years where he continues to 
be a Visiting Faculty. He is also a Senior Research Fellow at the Claremont Institute for Economic Policy 
Studies, Claremont Graduate University in California. He has held visiting positions at the Department of 
Economics, Claremont McKenna College in California and shorter visiting positions at Asian Development 
Bank Institute in Tokyo, Hong Kong Institute of Monetary Research, Institute of Southeast Asian Studies 
(ISEAS), Institute of Policy Studies in Singapore and other institutes in Asia. Professor Rajan specializes in 
international finance with particular reference to the developing Asia-Pacific region. Specific topics of 
interest include international capital flows and trade in Asia, exchange rate regimes and reserve policies in 
Asia, and Asian economic regionalism (monetary, financial and trade). He has published numerous books, 
journal articles and book chapters and a number of op-eds on various aspects of international economics.  
He is the Managing Editor of the Journal of International Commerce, Economics and Policy, Associate 
Editor of the Singapore Economic Review and sits on the Editorial Board of various other academic 
journals. He holds Economics degrees from the National University of Singapore (B.Soc.Sci, Hons), 
Michigan (M.A.) and Claremont (M.A., PhD). He has been a consultant with the Asian Development Bank, 
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the World Bank, the UN-ESCAP, the APEC Secretariat, the Development Bank of Singapore and other 
places. 
 
Bharat RAMASWAMI 
Bharat Ramaswami is a Professor of Economics at the Indian Statistical Institute, Delhi.   He has also held 
visiting appointments at the University of British Columbia (Vancouver, Canada), Rutgers University (New 
Brunswick, USA) and the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (Uppsala, Sweden).  He has served 
on committees of the Finance Ministry and Planning Commission advising the Government of India.  He is 
a Co-editor of the Indian Growth and Development Review and has been an ad-hoc reviewer for many 
leading research journals and publishing companies.  Ramaswami has research interests that span many 
areas in agricultural economics and economic development.  Topics of recent articles include the 
effectiveness of public expenditures on food subsidies in India and the Philippines (India Policy Forum, 
2012), the economics of illegal transgenic plant varieties and its regulation (World Development, 2012),  
whether and how economic liberalization matters to Indian economic growth and poverty (Journal of 
Economic Literature, 2011), on status considerations in female labour supply (Economic Development and 
Cultural Change, 2013) and on the impact of food labels on consumer decisions (Environment and 
Development Economics, 2013).  Ramaswami obtained a Bachelor's and Master's degree in Economics 
from the University of Delhi.  He earned a PhD in Agricultural and Applied Economics from the University of 
Minnesota.  He was awarded the Mahalanobis Memorial Medal by the Indian Econometric Society in 2004 
for his contributions to quantitative economics. 
 
RAO Vittal Kartik 
Kartik Rao completed his undergraduate education in Instrumentation Engineering at Visvesvaraya 
Technological University (VTU), India. After his graduation he joined Infosys Technologies Limited, India 
where he worked for global clients such as ABN AMRO Bank, Netherlands and UBS Global Asset 
Management, USA. As part of a project with UBS Global Asset Management, Kartik was deputed to 
Chicago, United States and worked as an analyst on projects for designing a derivatives trading platform. 
He then completed his Master’s in Business Administration from Nanyang Technological University (NTU), 
Singapore. During the course of his master’s programme, he interned with Portelet Asia Private Limited, 
Singapore where he worked as an investment analyst for private equity investments in clean energy. After 
completing his MBA he joined Cognizant Business Consulting, India as a Consultant. There he 
collaborated with McKinsey & Company, United States to explore non-linear growth strategies and to 
develop strategies in optimizing existing service lines for Cognizant. He then worked with Eastspring 
Investments, Singapore as a regional business analyst to develop a factsheet platform and fund 
reconciliation system. Kartik Rao is currently a research associate with Asia Competitiveness Institute (ACI) 
of Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy at National University of Singapore. At ACI he has contributed to 
the competitiveness studies of India. His research interests include development economics, econometric 
modeling and environmental and energy policy. He also has a keen interest in Indian contemporary history 
and Indian politics. 
 
TAN Khee Giap 
Associate Professor Tan Khee Giap is presently Co-Director of the Asia Competitiveness Institute and 
Chair of the Singapore National Committee for Pacific Economic Cooperation (SINCPEC). Upon 
graduating with a PhD from University of East Anglia, England, UK in 1987, he joined the Overseas 
Chinese Banking Corporation as a treasury manager and served as secretary to the Assets and Liabilities 
Committee for three years. Thereafter, he taught at the Department of Economics and Statistics, National 
University of Singapore, 1990-1993. Dr Tan joined Nanyang Business School at Nanyang Technological 
University in 1993 and was Associate Dean, Graduate Studies Office, 2007-2009. He then joined Lee Kuan 
Yew School of Public Policy, National University of Singapore to set up the inaugural Master in Public 
Policy and Management Program tailor-made for senior government officials from China. Dr Tan has been 
providing extensive consulting services to the various government ministries, statutory boards and 
government linked companies of Singapore government including Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Trade & 
Industry, Ministry of Manpower, Housing & Development Board, Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore, 
Singapore Tourism Board, Trade Development Board, Economic Development Board, Maritime Port 
Authority, Ministry of Information, Culture & Arts, Media Development Authority, Ministry of Environment 
and Water Resources, Singapore Design Council, Ministry of Community Development, Youth & Sports, 
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Singapore Press Holdings, Mendaki, StarHub, Capital Land and Great Eastern Life on policies concerning 
financial, fiscal, trade, tourism, industrial clusters, public housing, labor, telecommunication, tourism, 
liveable cities, creative industry, media, community development, insurance, airport and seaport activities. 
He has also served as a consultant to international agencies such as the Asian Development Bank, Asian 
Development Bank Institute, United Nations Industrial Development Group, World Gold Council, ASEAN 
Secretariat, Central Policy Unit of Hong Kong, Kerzner International, Las Vegas Sands. Dr Tan has 
published in internationally refereed journals including Applied Economics, Asian Economic Papers, 
Competitiveness Review, Journal of Business and Economics, Review of Pacific Basin Financial Markets 
and Policies, in the area of capital flows, economic forecasting, financial sector liberalization and 
macroeconomic competitiveness. His current research interests include econometric forecasting, financial 
reforms and liberalization of ASEAN 10 + 5 economies, global liveable cities Index, competitiveness 
analysis on 34 Greater China economies, 35 states of India, 33 Indonesian provinces and Asean-10 
economies. Dr Tan was Deputy President of the Singapore Economic Society, 2004. He served in the 
2002 Economic Review Committee (ERC), served as Chairman of the Task Force on Portable Medical 
Benefits (PMB), served as the Deputy Chairman of the IPS Forum for Economic Restructuring (IFER) in 
2003 and served as a member of the Resource Panel of the Government Parliamentary Committee for 
Transport and Government Parliamentary Committee for Finance and Trade since 2007. Dr Tan has 
extensively advised and guided multi-national corporations leading to public listings especially those 
companies from Mainland China and Taiwan. He is also currently an Independent Director of the publicly 
listed Forterra, Artivision, Breadtalk Group Limited and TEE Land. He is also a Board Member of Human 
Capital Singapore.                     
 
TAN Kong Yam 
Adjunct Professor Tan Kong Yam is presently the Director of the Asia Competitiveness Institute. He is also 
Professor of Economics at the Nanyang Technological University. From June 2002 to June 2005, he was a 
senior economist at the World Bank office in Beijing where he worked on issues of macro stabilization, 
integration of the fragmented domestic market, banking reform, international trade and investment, energy 
security as well as regional inequality. In 2004, he was a member of the World Bank expert group on the 
eleventh five year plan (2006-2010) for the State Council in China. The expert group provided analysis and 
policy recommendations on urbanization, regional inequality, innovation policy, energy and water policy as 
well as strategy on banking reform to the Chinese government. Prior to that, he was the chief economist of 
the Singapore government (1999-2002), Head, Department of Business Policy, Faculty of Business 
Administration at the National University of Singapore (NUS). He is a graduate of Princeton (1975-79, class 
of 1931 scholar, Paul Volcker Thesis prize) and Stanford University (1980-83), where he completed his 
Master and PhD in three years. Prior to joining NUS, he has worked at the Hoover Institution at Stanford 
University, World Bank, the Monetary Authority of Singapore, and was the Director of Research at the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry in Singapore. His research interests are in international trade and finance, 
economic and business trends in the Asia Pacific region and economic reforms in China. He has published 
five books and numerous articles in major international journals including American Economic Review, 
World Bank Economic review, Long Range Planning, Australian Journal of Management etc on economic 
and business issues in the Asia Pacific region. He served as board member at the Singapore Central 
Provident Fund Board (1984-96) and the National Productivity Board (1989-90). He has also consulted for 
many organizations including Temasek, GIC, Citigroup, IBM, ATT, BP, ABN-AMRO, Ikea, Bank of China, 
China Construction Bank, People’s Bank of China, EDB, Areva, Capitaland, Guangdong provincial 
government, Samsung, Mauritius Government, Ministry of Trade and Industry, Mobil, Singapore 
Technology, etc. 
 
Mahesh VYAS 
Mahesh Vyas has been running the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE) for the past two 
decades. He began his career with the CMIE in 1980 and has been its CEO since 1996. He conceptualised 
and played the lead role in building the largest database on the Indian economy. This includes the largest 
database of the financial performance of Indian companies, the largest database of new investments and 
the largest database of the financials of Indian households. Mahesh Vyas also played the lead role in 
creating successful information services that delivered these databases to clients. His research work has 
focussed on integration of these large micro databases along with publicly available data into an integrated 
macro-economic framework. His current works include the building a forecasting system for the Indian 
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economy using micro databases. Mahesh Vyas has been a regular commentator on the Indian economy 
through CMIE's various services and occasionally through the media, presentations to the government and 
speaking assignments. Mahesh Vyas has been a member of several committees set up by the 
Government of India and by the Reserve Bank of India. These include: High Level Committee to examine 
the Auditor-Company Relationship and Regulation of Auditors by the Ministry of Company Affairs; Advisory 
Panel on Transparency Standards by the Reserve Bank of India; Working Group for the Revision of the 
Series of Wholesale Price India by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry and; Expert Group to Review 
the Methodology for Measurement of Poverty by the Planning Commission of India. He has also been an 
Independent Director on the following companies -- Centurion Bank Ltd., Zurich Asset Management 
Company India and Geojit BNP Paribas Ltd. 

 


