
Monday, 21 March 2016 12:15pm-1:30pm
Seminar Room 3-5, Level 3, Manasseh Meyer Building, Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy
469E Bukit Timah Road, Singapore 259774

Admission is free. Please register at lkyschoolevents@nus.edu.sg

This is a brown bag session and you are welcome to bring your packed lunch.

Please note that photography, audio and video recording may occur during this event. All photography, audio and video recording may be used by the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy and the National 
University of Singapore for education, marketing, promotional and/or publication purposes. If you do not wish to have your image recorded or published, for compelling and legitimate grounds relating to your 
particular situation, please inform our staff. 

Prof Armando Barrientos
Professor of Poverty and Social Justice, Global Development Institute, The University of Manchester, UK

Armando Barrientos is Professor in Poverty and Social Justice at the Global Development Institute at 
the University of Manchester in the UK. His research interests focus on the linkages existing between 
welfare programmes and labour markets in developing countries, and on policies addressing poverty, 
vulnerability, and population ageing. His work has been published widely, including articles in World 
Development, Applied Economics, The Manchester School and Journal of Development Studies. He has 
acted as an adviser to the ILO, the World Bank, DFID, UNRISD, IADB, WIEGO, UN-DESA, UNICEF, and the 
Caribbean Development Bank. His most recent books are ‘Social Protection for the Poor and Poorest’ 
(2008, edited with D. Hulme, Palgrave); ‘Just Give Money to the Poor’ (2010, with J. Hanlon and D. Hulme, 
Kumarian Press); ‘Demographics, Employment and Old Age Security: Emerging Trends and Challenges in 
South Asia’ (2010, edited with Moneer Alam, MacMillan), and ‘Social Assistance in Developing Countries’ 
(2013, Cambridge University Press).

CHAIR
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SOCIAL ASSISTANCE IN 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES: 
EMERGING WELFARE 
INSTITUTIONS IN THE SOUTH?
Since the turn of the century, large-scale programmes providing direct transfers to households in poverty have 

mushroomed in in low- and middle-income countries. By 2010, conservative estimates indicate that around one 

billion people in low- and middle-income countries lived in households receiving antipoverty transfers. 

Discussions leading to the Sustainable Development Goals noted their contribution to the reduction of global 

poverty. The expansion of antipoverty transfer programmes represents domestic policy responses to poverty, 

democratisation, and globalisation. This is reflected in their diversity of design and objectives. In countries like 

South Africa or Brazil, antipoverty transfers are part of a renewed social contract focused on social, economic, 

and political inclusion of disadvantaged groups. What does the growth of social assistance tell us about emerging 

welfare institutions in the South?   

LUNCHTIME TALK

ABOUT THE SPEAKER


