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AsSIA COMPETITIVENESS INSTITUTE

AUTHORS’, SPEAKERS’ & MODERATOR’S PROFILE*

(in alphabetical order)

Tilak ABEYSINGHE

Tilak Abeysinghe is Associate Professor of Economics at the National University of Singapore. He
obtained his Ph.D. in Economics/Econometrics from the University of Manitoba and worked for the United
States Agency for International Development (Colombo) before joining NUS in 1988. His research
interests lie in a range of theoretical and applied econometric topics that include the Singapore economy,
housing affordability, stress and cancer and quantitative health research. He has published in various
reputable international journals like Journal of Econometrics and NBER paper series. A major line of his
research has been the econometric modeling of the Singapore economy, forecasting and policy analyses.
As the coordinator of the Econometric Studies Unit since 1993 he has built a number of econometric
models, one of which appears in the Routledge book, The Singapore Economy: An Econometric
Perspective, that he co-authored with Choy Keen Meng. Policy analyses based on these models have
appeared in news media frequently. Tilak also has held various important administrative responsibilities at
NUS such as Deputy/Acting Headship, Director of Economics Graduate Program and member of the
Faculty Tenure and Promotion Committee. He is currently the Director of the Singapore Center for
Applied and Policy Economics, EXCO member of the Department of Economics, and a Senior Fellow at
the Asia Competitiveness Institute, NUS.

Kanti Prasad BAJPAI

Professor Kanti Prasad Bajpai is the Vice Dean (Research) of Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy,
National University of Singapore. Kanti Bajpai’s areas of interest include international security, Indian
foreign policy and national security. He is currently working on a book on Indian grand strategic thought.
Before coming to the LKY School, he was Professor of International Politics, Jawaharlal Nehru University
and Professor in the Politics and International Relations of South Asia, Oxford University. From 2003 to
2009, he was Headmaster, The Doon School, India. He taught at the Maharajah Sayajirao University of
Baroda, and has held visiting appointments at Wesleyan University, Columbia University, and the
University of lllinois, Urbana-Champaign. He has also held visiting appointments at the Rajiv Gandhi
Foundation, Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace, Notre Dame University, the Brookings Institution, and the
Australian Defence Force Academy. Most recently, he was Distinguished Fellow, Institute for Defence
Studies and Analyses, New Delhi. Kanti writes a regular column for the Times of India (New Delhi) and
the Telegraph (Kolkata).

Umar JUORO

Umar Juoro is currently Chairman of Supervisory Board of Bank Indonesia. He is also a member of KEN
(National Economic Committee). On both positions, he is appointed by the President of Republic of
Indonesia. The other current position is an independent commissioner of Bll-Maybank. Formerly he was
Assistant for Economy to President B.J. Habibie. He was adviser for Credit Suisse and Barclays Capital.
He was consultant for World Bank, ADB, and ILO. He published widely on economy and political
economy of Indonesia. He received his Master degree in Economics from University of the Philippines,
and Master of Arts in Political Economy from Boston University.

LIM Lijuan Amanda

Amanda is currently Research Assistant in Asia Competitiveness Institute (ACI), Lee Kuan Yew School of
Public Policy, National University of Singapore. She obtained her bachelor's degree from the Nanyang
Business School, Nanyang Technological University in 2011. At ACI, her research includes
competitiveness analysis and development strategies for ASEAN-10 economies, 33 Indonesian provinces,
34 Greater China economies, and 35 states and union territories of India.
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LIM Jock Hoi

Dato Paduka Lim Jock Hoi is Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade of Brunei
Darussalam since 2006. Dato Lim has extensive experiences in international trade relations. Currently, he
is the Chair of the ASEAN Senior Economic Officials’ Meeting (SEOM), and is Brunei Darussalam’s
Senior Official at various forums, including at APEC (Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation) and at ASEM
(Asia-Europe Meeting). He is also Brunei Darussalam’s Chief Negotiator at the Trans-Pacific Partnership
(TPP) negotiations. In June 2011, he was appointed Chairman of the Governing Board of the Economic
Research Institute of ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA) and was on the External Advisory Board for the
ASEAN 2030 Study being undertaken by the Asian Development Bank (ADB). Since 1989, Dato Lim has
been attached to the International Relations and Trade Department at the Ministry of Industry and
Primary Resources, becoming Director in 1996 and subsequently, Director-General in 2001. When the
International Relations and Trade Department was merged with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 2005,
Dato Lim became its Deputy Permanent Secretary. Dato Lim has a background in economics and
teaching. He entered government service as an education officer in 1977 and in the ensuing twelve years
at the Ministry of Education, has served in various schools as teacher and principal, and contributed to
formulating policies for the national education system. Dato Lim was awarded The Most Honourable
Order of Seri Mahkota Brunei (D.P.M.B.) in 2007 in recognition for his services to the nation. Dato Lim is
married, and has two sons.

Linda LOW

Linda Low was Associate Professor, Business School and Economics Department, National University of
Singapore; Senior Research Fellow, Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore; and economic
advisor, Abu Dhabi government. Now in the Asia Competitiveness Institute (ACI), her research interests
and publications include public sector economics and public policy, human resources development,
international trade and regionalism, regional economies in Asia-Pacific and Middle East. She has
consulted for local agencies in ministries, public and private sectors and internationally like Asian
Development Bank, United Nations Economic and Social Commission for the Asia-Pacific (UNESCAP)
among others. Her latest books are Abu Dhabi’s Vision 2030 (2012) and GCC-ASEAN (2011).

Federico MACARANAS

Federico M. Macaranas, Ph.D., has a career spanning the fields of business, government and academe.
He headed an investment advisory firm in Asia, advised mutual funds in New York City and Manila, and
consulted for various international financial organizations and other firms in the fields of agriculture,
banking, education, health, science and technology, etc. He served in key positions in the Philippine
government. He pushed the economic and development diplomacy thrust of Pres. Corazon C. Aquino by,
among others harnessing the high-level talents of the Filipino diaspora. He chaired the Senior Officials
Meetings leading to the 1996 APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting chaired by Pres. Fidel V. Ramos,
helping produce the Manila Action Plan for APEC (MAPA) and the framework for economic technical
cooperation. He has taught in the USA and is now professor at Asian Institute of Management where he
headed the AIM Policy Center, the AIM-World Bank Global Distance Learning Center, and the Center for
Development Management. He has been conferred the highest Philippine government award for
diplomatic service, and The Outstanding Filipino (TOFIL) award for Economics, among other awards. He
was the first Filipino invited by Nobel laureates to a Pugwash Conference. He serves in numerous Boards
of non-government organizations.

Supperamaniam MANICKAM

Datuk M. Supperamaniam joined the Malaysian Administrative and Diplomatic Service in 1970. He served
the Ministry of International Trade and Industry for a period of thirty four years in various capacities
including Director International Trade, Deputy Secretary-General Trade and Ambassador/Permanent
Representative of Malaysia to the World Trade Organisation. He is currently a Distinguished Fellow of the
Institute for Strategic and International Studies, Malaysia[ISIS] and a Board Member of several public-
listed companies In addition he is also an Adjunct Professor at the International Islamic University
Malaysia and Management and Science University Malaysia. His earlier positions included Advisor to the
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Federation of Malaysian Manufacturers and Malaysian Government Representative to the ASEAN plus
China, Japan and South Korea East Asia Free Trade Agreement Experts Study Group.

Bunluasak PUSSARUNGSRI

Mr.Bunluasak Pussarungsri received his bachelor degree in economics from Thammasart University
(Thailand) and Ph.D from West Virginia University in the same major. Prior joining CIMB Thai Bank as an
Executive Vice President and chief economist, he had been working with several leading financial
institutions in Thailand. Apart from his experiences in financial industry, he also has experiences in
academic area. He is currently an adjunct professor at National Institute of Development Administration
(NIDA), and used to be a lecturer at various prestigious institutes such as Chularlongkorn University,
NIDA, and Assumption University. His academic interests also included economic research and his
papers were published by many distinguished organizations including the World Bank, Thailand
Development Research Institute (TDRI), Nomura Research Institute, Institute of Southeast Asian Studies,
The Singapore Economic Review (National University of Singapore), and Edward Elgar (London,
England). He also holds positions in many leading private organizations including Vice Chairman of the
Committee on Trade in Services, Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Development of Trade Networking
in Services of the Thai Chamber of Commerce, The Joint-Committee of the Thai Chamber of Commerce
and the Senate of Thailand, and a National Committee of ASEAN-Japan Business Meeting (AJBM).

TAN Boon Seng

Dr Tan Boon Seng is a Research Fellow with the Asia Competitiveness Institute, National University of
Singapore. He obtained his Ph.D. in Business Policy from the National University of Singapore. He has
worked in the healthcare sector in the areas of strategic planning and marketing, holding offices as Chief
Representative in Vietnam and Senior Manager in Singapore, prior to joining the academia. His research
interests lie in the application of microeconomic theory, backed by empirical evidence, to inform public
and business policies. He has published several journal papers in public policy from minimum wage
policy in Hong Kong to the Jobs Credits Scheme in Singapore. He is currently fascinated with index
number theory and techniques of measuring efficiency.

TAN Khee Giap

Associate Professor Tan Khee Giap is presently Co-Director of the Asia Competitiveness Institute and
Chair of the Singapore National Committee for Pacific Economic Cooperation (SINCPEC). Upon
graduating with a PhD from University of East Anglia, England, UK in 1987, he joined the banking sector
as a treasury manager and served as secretary to the Assets and Liabilities Committee for three years.
Thereafter, he taught at the Department of Economics and Statistics, National University of Singapore,
1990-1993. Dr Tan joined Nanyang Technological University in 1993 and was Associate Dean, Graduate
Studies Office, 2007-2009. He then joined Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University of
Singapore to set up the inaugural Master in Public Policy and Management Program tailor-made for
senior government officials from China. Dr Tan has been providing extensive consulting services to the
various government ministries, statutory boards and government linked companies of Singapore
government including Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Trade & Industry, Ministry of Manpower, Housing &
Development Board, Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore, Singapore Tourism Board, Trade Development
Board, Economic Development Board, Maritime Port Authority, Ministry of Information, Culture & Arts,
Media Development Authority, Ministry of Environment and Water Resources, Singapore Design Council,
Ministry of Community Development, Youth & Sports, Singapore Press Holdings, Mendaki, StarHub,
Capital Land and Great Eastern Life on policies concerning financial, fiscal, trade, tourism, industrial
clusters, public housing, labor, telecommunication, tourism, liveable cities, creative industry, media,
community development, insurance, airport and seaport activities. He has also served as a consultant to
international agencies such as the Asian Development Bank, Asian Development Bank Institute, United
Nations Industrial Development Group, World Gold Council, ASEAN Secretariat, Central Policy Unit of
Hong Kong, Kerzner International, Las Vegas Sands. Dr Tan has published in internationally refereed
journals including Applied Economics, Asian Economic Papers, Review of Pacific Basin Financial Markets
and Policies, Competitiveness Review in the area of capital flows, economic forecasting, financial sector
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liberalization and macroeconomic competitiveness. His current research interests include econometric
forecasting, the productivity and efficiency of small and medium enterprises, Global Liveable Cities Index
and competitiveness analysis on 34 Greater China economies, 35 states of India, 33 Indonesian
provinces and Asean-10 economies.

TAN Kong Yam

Adjunct Professor Tan Kong Yam is presently the Director of the Asia Competitiveness Institute. He is
also Professor of Economics at the Nanyang Technological University. From June 2002 to June 2005, he
was a senior economist at the World Bank office in Beijing where he worked on issues of macro
stabilization, integration of the fragmented domestic market, banking reform, international trade and
investment, energy security as well as regional inequality. In 2004, he was a member of the World Bank
expert group on the eleventh five year plan (2006-2010) for the State Council in China. The expert group
provided analysis and policy recommendations on urbanization, regional inequality, innovation policy,
energy and water policy as well as strategy on banking reform to the Chinese government.
Prior to that, he was the chief economist of the Singapore government (1999-2002), Head, Department of
Business Policy, Faculty of Business Administration at the National University of Singapore (NUS). He is
a graduate of Princeton (1975-79, class of 1931 scholar, Paul Volcker Thesis prize) and Stanford
University (1980-83), where he completed his Master and PhD in three years. Prior to joining NUS, he
has worked at the Hoover Institution at Stanford University, World Bank, the Monetary Authority of
Singapore, and was the Director of Research at the Ministry of Trade and Industry in Singapore.
His research interests are in international trade and finance, economic and business trends in the Asia
Pacific region and economic reforms in China. He has published five books and numerous articles in
major international journals including American Economic Review, World Bank Economic review, Long
Range Planning, Australian Journal of Management etc on economic and business issues in the Asia
Pacific region. He served as board member at the Singapore Central Provident Fund Board (1984-96)
and the National Productivity Board (1989-90). He has also consulted for many organizations including
Temasek, GIC, Citigroup, IBM, ATT, BP, ABN-AMRO, lkea, Bank of China, China Construction Bank,
People's Bank of China, EDB, Areva, Capitaland, Guangdong provincial government, Samsung, Mauritius
Government, Ministry of Trade and Industry, Mobil, Singapore Technology, etc.

VU Minh Khuong

Dr. Vu Minh Khuong joined the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy (LKYSPP) as an assistant
professor in 2006. His research interests concern economic growth, productivity, and competitiveness,
with a special focus on their related policy issues. Dr. Vu’'s current research projects are related to
economic growth in Asia, impacts of Information Technology on economic development, and Asian
economic integration. Dr. Vu has published in prestigious international journals, including Journal of
Scandinavian Journal of Economics, Journal of Telecommunication Policy, Journal of Policy Analysis and
Management (JPAM), Journal of Policy Modeling, Journal of German Economics Review, Economics
Letters, Energy Policy, and ASEAN Economic Bulletin. Dr. Vu has provided consulting and advisory
services to international organizations and government agencies, including UNDP, IMF, World Bank, IFC,
USAID, KPMG, Monetary Authority of Singapore (MAS), Infocomm Authority of Singapore (IDA), Media
Development Authority of Singapore (MDA), the Financial and Budgetary Committee of Vietnam’s
National Assembly, and the Ministry of Planning and Investment of Vietham. Before his academic career,
Dr. Vu held various government positions in Vietnam, including CEO of Song Cam Chemical Company,
Deputy Chief of Haiphong City Government’s Office, Vice-Chairman of Dinh vu Economic Zone, and an
Associate at the Prime Minister's Research Commission. Dr. Vu is a winner of the 2011 Best Article
Award of the Public and Non-Profit Division of the Academy of Management (USA). Dr. won the LKYSPP
Research Excellence Award in 2012 and the LKYSPP Annual Teaching Excellence Award in 2009 and
2011. Dr. Vu received a BA in Mathematics from Hanoi University (with the highest honours) and MBA
and PhD from Harvard University. He has taught at Suffolk University (Boston) and Keio University
(Tokyo). Dr is an Editorial Board member of the Journal of Telecommunication Policy and the Journal of
Asian Policy.
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