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In 2017,Memberof Parliamentintan AzuraMokhtar calledon the Singapore
governmentto preserveKampungd-orongBuangkoka 122-hectareplot of landthat
wasthe lastremainingkampung or traditional village,in mainlandSingaporeShe
suggestedhat the governmentconsiderturning the kampunginto a site for education
or conservation“ Surelywe canexplorewayswherethe kampungcanco-existand,in
fact, enhanceandbringvalueto urban! i fshesait!?
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Figurel: A sign at the entrance to Kampung Buangkok.

Kampund-orongBuangkolFigurel, Figure3) bore little resemblanceo the rest of
Sngapore.Over80percentof Si n g a esdergsiivedin multi-floor, concrete
structurescalledHousingDevelopmenBoard(HDBYlats (Figure2),andSi ngapor e’ s
mosticonicstructuresincludedathree-tower resorttopped by the world'slongest

infinity pool, agroveof concrete* s u p e rcoveredm glants,andatheatre whose

roof resembleda durianmadeof steel(Figure4). Hometo 26 familiesin the north of
Singaporethe kampungconsistedof singlefloor, zincroofed housesanddirt roads
surrondedby a lushovergrowthof treesand shrubs.Clothinglinesand weatherworn

furniture stood outsidemanyhomes,someof whichlackedgatessothat individuals
couldeasilyapproachothers'front doors.Crowingroostersoccasionallyrokethe

'Roy st o NP Gailstor esérvation of last lampung on Singapore eni n | @he §aits Times
October 3, 2017, https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/replisfor-preservationof-lastkampung
on-sporemainland.
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calm,quiet atmosphereof the village.Rightoutsidethe village,in plain sightfrom
within it, were the HDBflats more typical of the Singaporeatandscape.
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Figure2: Housing Development Board (HBD) flats visible from withirkémepung

At the time of writing, two schoolspart of a park,andaroadto anareain northeast
SingaporeSeletar were earmarkedfor constructionon the kampung land. Intan
suggestecdexploringhow the kampungcould co-existwith the two schoolsasit had
the potentialto becomea site for studentsto learnaboutcommunity values? Shealso
saidthat the kampungs residentsshouldbe left to live their livesasnormal.In
responseo Intan'scomments Minister for Socialand FamilyDevelopmentDesmond
Leeassertedthat the developmentsvould take placefar into the future, with plans
suchasthe roadto Seletarlikelyto happenin severaldecadedrom the time of

writing. Healsocalleduponthe governmentto ensurethat stakeholdersvere closely
engagedn the process.

“Thismustinvolvedeepengagementvith the kampongfamilieslivingthere at
that time, to understandand considertheir needsandinterests.Somemaynot
want to moveawayfrom the kampong. Butthey mayalsonot want their
communityto beturned into aneducationalor heritageattraction, drawing
crowdsof curiousvisitors.We will alsoconsiderthe wishesof Singaporeans

who want the heritageand educationalvalueof kamponglife to be properly
documented, retainedand celebrated”?

2 |bid.

*Desmond Lee,

“Reply by Minister
Azur a

Desmond Lee
Mok heravi mgqn GrPeers Spaces and Heritage in
Singapore, October 17, 2017), Ministry of National Development,
https://www.mnd.gov.sg/newsroom/speeches/view/replyy-ministe-desmondlee-in-responseto-

adjournmentmotion-by-mp-dr-intan-azuramokhtaron-preservinggreenspacesand-heritagein-jalan
kayu-constituency.

in respon
Jal an Ka
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Figure4: The three towers of the Marina Bay Sands integrated resorage byErwin
Soo, distributed under a CC B9 Rcense.

Inthe sameaddress] eementionedrestorationworkstakingplaceon kampung
housedocatedon PulauUbin,aboomerangshapedislandin the northeastof
Singaporevhere Singapore'®ther remainingkampungstood, aswell asefforts to
“enhancethe rustic, nostalgicand authenticfeelofthei s | and”

KampungBuangkokwhichsaton top of what usedto be a swampnearSungei
PunggolPunggoRiver) started out with just five or sixfamiliesin the 1950s when
traditional ChinesemedicinesellerSngTeowKoonacquiredthe land. With the help of
residentsand neighbourswho volunteeredtheir efforts for constructionworks,the
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kampunggrewto house40 familiesin the 1960s. Thekampung sicknamebecame

" Kampung Selakkain",which meant“kampungof hitchingups a r o in daday,
becauseof the frequentfloodsthat plaguedthe low-lyingvillage Theconstructionof a
canalin the 1970shelpedalleviatesome,but not all, of the flooding.In the early
2000sthe kampungs residentsbandedtogetheron atight budgetto build
reinforcementsagainstthe floodswhenthey did not receivethe $10million in funding
that would be necessaryo flood-proof their homes.Then environmentministerLim
SweeSaydescribingthe potential useof the moneyasnot“ aste f f e ét i ve . ”

Therewere over 20 householdsleft in KampundBuangkolat the time of writing, with
eachone payinga verylow rent—$9.10per month in one household for examplé—to
SngMui Hong,the daughterof SngTeowKoon “Beforemy father died, he told me
that the kampungpeopleare not rich, sowe cannotchargethem highr e nSngtald
TheStraitsTimesin 1999° “We are all like one bigfamily here” Someresidents
describedrent collectionin the kampungasa very high-trust andinformal system,
with residentssimplypassinghe rent to Sngwhenthey encounteredher.”

Thekampungwasthe lasttraditional villagethat remainedon Singapore'snainland.
Othervillageshadlongsincegivenwayto publichousing,a practicalmeansfor
ensuringthat there wasspacefor Singapore'siensepopulationto live comfortablyon
the smallisland.Landwasa very scarceresourcein Singaporeandthe government,
whichmanagedSingapore'sand useextremelyclosely hadtakennumerousstepsto
increasethe country'sland massaswell asits availableland. Many of Singapore'best
known spots,including the MarinaBayFinancialCente, ChangiAirport, and Gardens
by the Bay,saton landthat had beenreclaimedvia sandimports from neighbouring
countriesaswell asbits of rockandsoil. Landreclamation whichbeganasearlyas
1822,had enabledthe countryto increaseits sizeby nearly14,000hectares.But space
wasstill scarceat the time of writing, discussiongabou waterborneandsubterranean
housingand communalspacesvere takingplace.With a projectedpopulation of 6.9
million by 2030—L1.3 million more than the populationat the time of writing—the
governmenthad predictedthat Singaporevould needto further increaseits land mass
by 5,600hectaresto ensuresufficientspacefor infrastructure,housing,community
facilities,andindustry.

Variousheritagesitesin land-scarceSingaporéhad givenwayto modernity overthe
years.In 1965,over200tombsin the Bukit BrownMunicipalCemetery acemetery
that had servedasa Chineseburial groundsincel922,were exhumedfor the purpose
of realigningaroad. Furtherexhumationgook placein later yearsfor purposessuchas
the constructionof a new four-lane highway that connectedMacRitchieViaductand
AdamFlyover,andthe rest of the cemeterywasto be convertedinto housing
Numerousother cemeterieshad alsodisappearedrom Singapore-NgeeAnn City,an
upscaleshoppingcentrelocatedon OrchardRoad,saton part of what had previously
beenaTeochewcemetery,for example Supportersof graveexhumationgpointed out

“ArtiMu | c h lospa e “$10m? Get oThe Straith emedarch a7g 2004 |, "

°Ng Hui wen, “One day in Lor ongnBmain gHeStkaitsTi®Bgsngapor e’ s

October 8, 2017, https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/oday-in-buangkoksingaporedast-
kampungon-mainland.

®Zuzanita Zakaria, “A p | 8he StragsTichedanudryels,11999. e t r apped

7Ng, 8®nwein Lorong Buangkok. "~
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that graveswere simplyimpracticalin a smallcountrywith a high populationdensity,
while detractorsarguedthat the memoriesandrituals associa¢d with cemeteries
providedimportant andirreplaceablehistoricalmeaning.Other heritagelandmarks
that no longerexistedat the time of writing includedthe SungeRoadflea market,
Singapore'sldestflea marketandlastpermanentzonefor free hawking andthe
NationalLibraryBuildingon StamfordRoad,amongothers. KampungKhatibBongsu,
whichwasdemolishedin 2007,wasthe mostrecenttraditional villageto existon the
mainlandprior to KampungBuangkok.

Manyrespondedto the discussioraboutKampung u a n g fkitor&by allingfor the

v i | | peegeratien.Theyarguedfor the kampungd Bistoricalandeducationalalue,
andthe importanceof showingthe younghow previousgenerationshad grown up.

“ Pl eraes e ChamVaiPingwrote in responseto the article postedon the
Faceboolpageof TheStraitsTimes* H e r iartdeogmraonmemorieskeepthe sense

of belongingthe connectionacrossgenerationssenseof familiarity andthe feelingof

h o md.eehadnotedthat it would not work for the governmentto modernizethe
areasaroundthe kampungwhile leavingthe kampungin its originalstate,” i sofitat i ng
from the restofthec o mmu i Thewarloussentimentson KampungBu angk ok * s
fate reflecteddifferent strandsof moral reasoningsuchasdeontologyand
utilitarianism.Justificationdor preservatior—heritageand educationalvalue,
kampungspirit—took a deontologicaliew of the issue callingfor the stateto fulfil its

duty in preservinghe spacefor the goodit couldbringto Singaporan society.
Meanwhile,argumentsfor redevelopmentassertedthat schoolsand a new road would
servea greaternumberof peoplethan there were residentsin KampungBuangkok,

thus putting forth a utilitarian interpretation of the debate.

Overthe years,severalresidentsof KampungBuangkolkhad expressedheir reluctance
to moveelsewherewith manycitingamplespace goodneighbourrelations,and
naturalbeautyaskeyattractionsof their kampung“ lhavethe freedomto jalanjalan
[walka b o u72-yearbld HafsaYarmartold TheStraitsTimesin 2004? “In aflat, |
would feellikeabirdinac a g ldabsahRohengsaidthat, in contrastwith an HDBflat,
her kampunghousegaveher openspaceto enjoyin her free time andallowedher to
cookanythingshewanted° A seconday two teenager,Nur FarhanaHilmi, told The
NewPaperthat the greeneryof her villagewasa sourceof cheerfor her.“Evenwhen|
growup, I'll still like to live here, it's so peaceful maybel canevenbringwork home
from the officeto finishh e r shesaid™ Nassimaresidentof the kampungat the
time of writing, describedhow there seemedto be fewer barriersiteral and
figurative—betweenpeoplein the kampungcomparedto in HDBflats.

“ He yoes, h a hesaid.“Youneedlemons,youcangointo someone'shouseand
openthe fridgeandgett h e Massimsaidhe felt that this sort of neighbourlyspirit
waslessprevalentin HDBflats. A2013HDBsurveyof 7,755householddound that

8lee, “Reply by Minister Desmond Lee in response to Ad
Mokht ar on “Preserving Green Spacdes and Heritage in Jz:
° Arti Mulchand and CrystalChanFl oods f aikampou nwa’$Fhe Gtnadsrjimes

March 11, 2004.

ArtiMulchand* F1 oods, f | i es ”&he Straits TilgNbvemberfl, 2004.e e d o m,

“"Shree Ann Mat havan, s ‘s Phé Newdaparugust g0y20@/t : pri cel e
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while over 98 percentof residentsexchangedeighbourlygreetings only atenth
reported having“sharedmemoriesand commonexperiences with their neighbous?
Lifein the kampungdid presenthurdles,however,suchasfinding suppliersfor
buildingmaterialslike zincroofsthat hadlonggoneout of fashion'® ResidentAnnie
Ridwanalsomentionedinconveniencesuchaswater seepingnto her homewhenit
rained.Shedescribedher houseasbeingold, and saidthat family membershadnot
managedo fix her leakyroof.**

“Despitehesechallengesandthe uncertaintythat liesahead,manyresidentsare
insistenton staying,asthey feel their way of life is far superiorto that of the average
HDBdweller," Alfred Chuawrote in Today™

Sngnotedthat there did not appearto be muchinterestfrom potential new residents
in movinginto the kampung Nassimsuggestedhat somewere interestedin stayingin
the kampung but couldnot necessarilget their familieson boardwith the idea.The
kampungwould occasionallyeceivevisitorswho were curiousto experiencdife in a
traditional village and Sngwould allowthem to stayfor free with anothermemberof
the kampung More casualisitors—schoolchildrentourists, passersoy—who simply
wantedto catcha glimpseof the kampungwere common,and signshungup around
the kampungcautionedthem to be respectfulof residents’privacy(Figureba, 5b).

12SingaporeHousingPElev el opment Board, “Publ i cBeihlgpotHDBng i n Si ngap
Communi ties: HDB Sample Houshold Survey 2013,” access:¢
https://www.hdb.gov.sg/cs/Satellite?c=HDBDoc&cid=1383797763960&pagename=InfoWEB%2FHDBDoc
%2FDocLayout.

BAfred Chua, “The Big Read: At Singapore’s |l ast kampung
Today October 6, 2017, https://www.todayonline.com/singapore/bigad-singaporedastkampong
villagerscastwary-eyefuture.

14Ng, “One day ih Lorong Buangkok.

®Chua, “The Big Read."”
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*  PLEASEREspecT M
OW*£RS’ PRIVACY AND
PROPERTY

(For interested parties to film and photograph in owners’
premises, kindly email kampunghouse25d@gmail.com)

THANK YOU!

VOLUME.

BEWARE OF NEGATIVE
CREEP

Figureba, 4b:Signs around th&ampungrequest that visitors respect residents’
privacy and avoid filming and photography without permission.
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Discussiomjuestions

1.

2.

Whatare someof the optionsavailableto city plannersin proceedingwith
KampungBuangkok?Whichoption makesthe mostsense?

Who are the key stakeholdersn the preservationor redevelopmentof
KampungBuangkok?

Interestfrom new residentsin movinginto KampungBuangkoldoesnot
appearto be particularlyhigh. Whatimplicationsmight this havefor decisions
aboutthe wayforward for the kampund

Singaporavasdescribedn a NewYorkTimesarticle ashavinga “transactioral
relationshipwith the o ¢ e aueto its extensiveland reclamationefforts.
Shouldthe countryhavea“ t r an s a et a b mwehpsdkatspflandon
which sit landmarkswith historicaland/or cultural significance®hy or why
not?

Whatare someoppositionsto the deontologicaland utilitarian viewsof
KampundB u a n g fresdrvat®n?Arethere other moral approacheghat
couldbetter guidepolicymakerson thisissue?



