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RECENT RESEARCH PROJECTS

Anatomy of Choice: Southeast Asia between
the Superpowers (2021-2025)

e Funded by

Research Thematic Grant (SSHR-TQG)
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0s held in Sep 2021, Oct 2022, Jun

2023, and June 2025

e More than

e 1 edited volume, 4 monographs, 1 Alignment
Index website (launched on October 30, 2025),
10 policy briefs

Workshop on Economics, Security and

Asian Region
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10 contributing authors

Maritime Security Order in the South China
Sea: Navigating Actors, Frameworks and
Practices Workshop

e 8 contributing authors
e Workshop held in October 13, 2025
e Special Issue planned
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e 15 scholars and experts
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held in September 2, 2025

CAG Revisiting Economic Security in
Southeast Asia Workshop

M GLOBALISATION

e Joint project with RSIS, NTU

e 20 regional scholars and experts in two clusters

e 2 workshops held in March and August 2025

e 1 Special Issue in Contemporary Southeast Asia
under review



Southeast Asia Is Starting to Choose

PUBLICATIONS AND SPECIAL ISSUES
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Strategic cholces for middle powers in developing Al capabilities:
a case study of Singapore

lassie Hsi Cheng, Byron Chong, and Miguel Alberto Gomez

I::l'.nersﬁ: an]fIm‘lEﬂHJl‘leE‘ual hesm!egc choicas of middle
as they pursue Al capabilities In ppmnflheip:llcygual&mc‘
strate the feasibility of our framework using Singapore as a case
p

matenal constraints.

Introduction

Fh.ez\ruhrl ng global landscape underscores the importance of 2 nuanced foreign policy, particularly in
the pursuit of antificial mbdlge e (AT}, hererh 'LI Ll-ed‘-.taj.es (U5} and the People’s Republic of
Ihm,ai "}-a:e'q'lg leadership. Canght i surgent rivalry are middle powers who face
significanl consiraints in accessin g-:nuoalmab]m fA] including semiconductors and high-end
compute capahilities. In recent years, these restrictio HSIJ'IE.DEESI.H.'IE“J'HSEH'\E lllr-:lughexpou't ccccc ols
that mit cross-border collaboration and shift industrial policies that disrupt long-slanding supply
chains and introduce new vulnerabilities.

US efforts to constrain China’s technolbogical capabilities through export controls began in 2019
with the blacklisting of Huawei, restricting its access o US-origin technologies. This approach
expanded from 322 onward, with successive rounds of controls targeting advanced computing
chips, semiconductor manufaciuring equipment, and the involvement of US persons in China's
fabrication ecosystem.” Measures introduced in 2023, 2024, and early 2025 progressively tightened
periormance thresholds, broadened licensing requirements, and, for the first time, imposed restric-
tions on the export of Al model weights.® As a result, firms and institutions operating in o engaging
with China's Al and semiconductor sectors now face growing compliance burdens and regulatory
unceriainty. While open-source models such as DeepSeek offer more accessible pathways for Al
development, their adoplion is nceasms:l}' onditioned by o w]app‘jgrpn resl:icl'nsgmre:ru-
ance mandates, and evolving lechnical standards. The global Al ecosystem is thus becoming mon
fragmented, politically charged, and legally complex

Consequently, the inlernational re]a.tlu:ms literature often asseris 1J'|a.l mi-:l.d]e powers employ
hedging strategies to navigate the uncertainties of great power competition.® This appruachfes
lheml.uecn,gag with others whllzesduzm g potentially costly alignments, preserving their inlerests

hile wauga.rulcab i relations with Ihetslal-es.i'r'h 1JI is explains wiy middle p-awethajg in
the EaJ: of uncertzinty, kow these stralegies are expressed concerning emergent and disruplive

COMTALT Miguel Alberin Gomer ﬂgnmnmlnﬁl.l_'nga oz Kuam Yew School of Public Policy, Matioral University of
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FOREIGN
AFFAIRS

Why the Region Is Leaning Toward China
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ONG EHONG AND JOIEPH CHINYONG LIOW

Julv/August 2025 Published on Juns 24, 2025

JOURNAL ARTICLES

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

“Business Elites and Germany's Economic Hedging toward China
(2014-2021): A Prospect Theory Perspective,” by Barbora
Valockova, Foreign Policy Analysis.

“Strategic choices for middle powers in developing Al
capabilities: a case study of Singapore,” by Jassie Hsi Cheng, Byron
Chong, and Miguel Alberto Gomez, Asian Security.

“Allies and partners: US public opinion and relationships in the
Indo-Pacific,” by Miguel Alberto Gomez, Gregory Winger, and Lauren
Sukin, Contemporary Security Policy.

“Large-state liability in alliance politics: Revisiting the quasi-US-
Taiwan alliance in the Taiwan Strait,” by Chin-Hao Huang,
Contemporary Security Policy.

“China’s Interventions in ‘Gray Special Economic Zones in
Southeast Asia’s Borderlands,” by Selina Ho, Gong Xue, Carla P.
Freeman, Journal of Contemporary China.

COMMENTARIES & OP-EDS

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

“Southeast Asia between the superpowers: Introducing the
Anatomy of Choice Alighment Index,” by Khong Yuen Foong and
Joseph Liow Chinyong, Hinrich Foundation, November 18, 2025.

“Operationalising the AEC Strategic Plan 2026-2030" by Denis
Hew, ASEAN Focus Plus, September 25, 2025.

“Washington’s Ironclad Commitments Are Rusting in the Indo-
Pacific,” by Miguel Alberto Gomez, Gregory Winger, and Lauren
Sukin, War on Rocks, September 24, 2025.

“Anatomy of choice: why Southest Asia is aligning with China”
by Joseph Liow Chinyong and Khong Yuen Foong, South China
Morning Post, September 6, 2025.

“US Planned Ban on Chinese technology in undersea cables:
Implications for Southeast Asia,” by Barbora Valockova and Mae
Chow, The Diplomat, July 31, 2025.

“Southeast Asia is starting to Choose: Why the Region is
Leaning Toward China” by Khong Yuen Foong and Joseph Liow
Chinyong, Foreign Affairs, June 24, 2025.

“Al can sow the seeds for ASEAN'’s food security future,” by Mae
Chow, East Asia Forum, May 15, 2025.

“Could ASEAN help Trump start US-China trade negotiations?”

by Khong Yuen Foong and Joseph Liow Chinyong, South China
Morning Post, April 20, 2025.
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2025  “ASEAN Centrality and Its Narratives in an Evolving Regional
Order” by Barbora Valockova, E-International Relations, March 26,

2025.

2025  Cybersecurity in Singapore: Strengthening Resilience Amid
Evolving Cyber Threats,” by Mae Chow, Facts Asia, March 26, 2025.

2025  Cybersecurity for ASEAN: Many Opportunities and Challenges
for Cyber Cooperation,” by Miguel Alberto Gomez, Facts Asiag,

March 26, 2025.

2025  “How does the Indo-Pacific view China and vice-versa” by

Selina Ho, UKNCC, February, 2025.

2025  ‘Southeast Asian elites resist a China-led regional order,” by
Selina Ho, East Asia Forum, January 21, 2025.

2025 “Expanding Southeast Asia-Kazakhstan Dialogue: Strategic
Imperatives,” by Barbora Valockova, Fulcrum, January 17, 2025.

2025  “How the US and China must adapt statecraft to Southeast
Asia,” by Chin-Hao Huang, Hinrich Foundation, January 14, 2025.

POLICY REPORTS

2024  "Building an ASEAN Economic Community Beyond 2025,"” edited by
Denis Hew and Julia Tijaja.

2024  “Don’'t Make Us Choose Sides: Southeast Asian Perspectives of US
Strategy and Presence in the Region” by Drew Thompson.

2024  "“The Future of Multilateralism in Southeast Asia,” by Byron Chong,

Asian Peace Programme.

2024  “Unpacking the Drivers of Southeast Asia’s Policy towards China,”
edited by Selina Ho and Chin-Hao Huang, CSIS China Power.

AUTHORED &
EDITED BOOKS

“Indira Gandhi and the Years
that Transformed India,” by

Srinath Raghavan, published
June 2025.

“How Realist is India’s
National Security Policy?,”
edited by Kanti Bajpai,
published March 2023.

“Power and Restraint in
China’s Rise” by Huang Chin-
Hao, published July 2022.

“State Formation Through
Emulation: The East Asian
Model,” by Huang Chin-Hao
and David C. Kang, published
July 2022.

China’s rise and the reshaping of
sovereign debt relief

MUY

(ANG CHEN

RECENT
SPECIAL ISSUES

“Domestic Determinants of
Southeast Asia’s Relations with
the United States and China, ”
Special Issue/Section of
Contemporary Southeast Asia
published April 2024 (6 papers).

“Partnership or Polarization?
Southeast Asian Security
between India and China,”
Special Issue/Section of
Contemporary Southeast Asia
published August 2023 (6 papers,
6 book reviews).

“Asian Conceptions of
International Order: What Asia
Wants,” Special Issue/Section of
International Affairs published July
2023 (10 papers).
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By Ivan Lidarev

By Harsh V Pant, Atul Kumar By Li Li Russia plays a unique role in China-India relations. As
.
By Hao Nan Moscow has partnered with both Beijing and Delhi and is
If one were to distil the essence of the India-China- An Emerging Thaw closer to each Asian giant than they are to each other, it

I'he Middle East is once again at the heart of geopolitical
tensions with recent military escalations: [srael-Iran
exchanges involving drone strikes, missile barrages, and
airstrikes, and most shockingly, an unprecedented Israeli
strike in Doha, Qatar, This flare-up coincides with US’s
renewed “maximum pressure” campaign against Iran and

a widening regional contest for influence.
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United States triangle at present, it would be
apprehension: an enduring undercurrent of mistrust that
shapes political, economic, and strategic interactions
among the three. The India-China relationship, despite
intermittent phases of cordiality, remains hostage to its
deep-seated suspicion. History and geography continue to

shape this mistrust. The India-US engagement, too, has
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The Kazan Summit in October 2024 between Chinese

President Xi Jinping and Indian Prime Minister Narendra

Modi marked a thaw between the two Asian giants after a

four-and-a-half-year border standoff. Following the

Summit, China agreed to reopen its border to Indian

pilgrims to visit Mount Kailash/Gang Renpoche and Lake

Manasarovar/Mapam Yun Tso in China’s Tibet
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has emerged as a trusted third party, a position that no

other country enjoys. The originator of the idea of a Centre on Asia and Globalisation
China-India-Russia troika in the 1990s, Russia has Gganusediig
s . - 4694 Bukit Timah Road, Tower Block 10,
consistently promoted cooperation between China and L .
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Cooperation Organisation (SCO), and BRICS formats.
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STUDENT ESSAY COMPETITION

The ASEAN Political-Security
Community: A Flawed Project

in Crisis Management
By Brian Oh Seng Leong

The ASEAN Political-Security Community (APSC), which
was intended to be a pillar for regional peace and political
stability in Southeast Asia, has fallen short in its response
to the Myanmar civil war. Originally established to
promote a resilient, dynamic, and rules-based community
built on shared values and norms, the APSC has been
hindered by ASEAN’s traditional principles, leaving it

poorly equipped to address crises that threaten not just
individual members, but the entire region.

The ongoing Myanmar civil war has starkly exposed the
limitations of ASEAN and the APSC, demanding a re-

evaluation of ASEAN's role as a regional stabiliser.
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FROM THE CAG TEAM

Navigating Al Adoption in the
Defence Sector:
Considerations for ASEAN

By Miguel Alberto Gomez

The post-war liberal order has frayed, and Southeast Asia

faces an increasingly uncertain strategic environment. This
evolving situation further pressures a region historically
confronted by traditional and non-traditional security
threats. As such, it is unsurprising that military
modernisation is an especially salient issue among
regional states. However, policymakers must balance
meeting national defence needs and other socio-economic
priorities. Consequently, regional defence spending
remains around 2-3 percent of GDP, a modest amount

compared to adjacent regions such as Northeast Asia.
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GUEST COMMENTARY

What’s wrong with
ASEAN and how to fix it?

By Anoulak Kittikhoun and Joanne Lin

Despite being one of the most successful regional

organisations in the world, there is no shortage of critics who

find something wrong with ASEAN. They boil down to three
essential ills. First, its non-interference and consensus-based
decision-making (*"ASEAN Way") have failed to effectively
address regional and transboundary crises in a timely
manner—whether in the South China Sea, the Myanmar
coup, or the Mekong. Second, ASEAN is often dismissed as a
“talk shop,” with over a thousand annual meetings and
hundreds of bodies, statements, and work plans that lack
effective implementation or enforcement. Third, the ASEAN
Secretariat remains jnstitutionally weak despite growing

responsibilities.
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GUEST COMMENTARY

From Steppes to Seas: Is There
Potential for Closer Ties between
Central Asia and ASEAN?

By Zhanibek Arynov
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In Central Asia, people often ask what ‘ASEAN’ is, and even
International Relations scholars there generally have only
limited knowledge of Southeast Asian affairs, let alone the
broader public. Similarly, in Southeast Asia, the idea of
‘Central Asia” holds little meaning for most locals. This is
understandable, given the geographical distance and the
near absence of historical ties between the two regions. At
first glance, Central Asia and ASEAN may appear to be
unlikely partners. Yet, they share more similarities than one
might expect, and considerable untapped potential exists for
deeper cooperation between the two regions. At the same
time, expectations for such cooperation should remain

realistic and focus on issue-specific areas of collaboration.
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Is ASEAN Ready for Timor
Leste?

By Barbora Valockova

On October 26 2025, Timor-Leste officially became the

11" member of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), marking the bloc’s first expansion since
Cambodia joined in 1999. Prime Minister Xanana Gusmio
declared “Today history is made” at the 47th ASEAN
Summit in Kuala Lumpur as Timor-Leste's flag was
placed alongside those of existing member states. For a
nation that gained independence in 2002 following
centuries of Portuguese colonial rule and decades of
Indonesian occupation, ASEAN membership represents a
longstanding aspiration for deeper regional integration
and international recognition.
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Is Water Diplomacy Working
in the Mekong, and What Does
This Mean for Asia?

By Barbora Valockova

Water diplomacy in the Mekong River Basin reveals the
complexities inherent in managing shared resources
across multiple states. The nearly 3,000 miles long
Mekong River is one of the world's most valuable
waterways and has been vital to political power in
Southeast Asia for centuries, serving as both a lifeline for
regional development and a source of diplomatic
challenges. Approximately 70 million people live in the
Lower Mekong Basin, and 75 percent of the population
depends on fishing and farming for their income.
However, hydropower, sand mining, and climate change
have created pressures on the ecological balance of the
Mekong Basin and affected the livelihoods of its residents.
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e Webinar and policy brief series
focusing on major questions of

strategic significance for Southeast
Asia by bringing in diverse voices
from around the region. Each issue
will tackle one question from
different perspectives.

CSA #17 - Is ASEAN Ready
for Timor Leste?
(September 2025)

CSA #16 - Is Water Diplomacy
Working in the Mekong, and
What Does This Mean for Asia?
(September 2025)
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How Should Southeast Asia
Strengthen Economic Security in
the Face of Current Geopolitical
Challengesr

By Barbora Valockova

ASEAN's economic model, built on open markets and
deep integration into global supply chains, has
historically driven regional growth and prosperity.
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How Can ASEAN Ensure Food
Security amidst Increasing
Global Supply Chain
Disruptions?

By Barbora Valockova

Food security has become a critical challenge for ASEAN,

encompassing concerns about food availability,

accessibility, utilisation, and stability—all fundamental to

Counterpoint Southeast Asia is
published regularly by the
Centre on Asia and Globalisation
at the National University of
Singapore’s Lee Kuan Yew
School of Public Policy. It seeks
to answer major questions of
strategic significance for
Southeast Asia by bringing in
diverse voices from around the
region. Each issue will tackle one
question from three different

perspectives,

authors

e 1000+ subscribers worldwide

regional development and social stability. As climate
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Hosted by “With special guest

EP 9: Navigating the Mekong: Water
Diplomacy and Regional Cooperation
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e The “ASEAN in Practice podcast
series” invites practitioners
from around the region to
discuss ASEAN issues and
policies.

Ep 9: Navigating the Mekong:
Water Diplomacy and Regional
Cooperation with Anoulak
Kittikhoun (July 2025)

Ep 10: Unpacking the new AEC
strategy: Reset or Renew? with
Yose Rizal Damuri (November
2025)
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e 10 episodes since October
2023

EP 7: Digital Economy Framework
Agreement (DEFA): How did
ASEAN get here?

Hosted by “With special guest

EP 8: US Trade Tariff Policy and
Implications for Southeast Asia

Hosted by ‘With special guest
Denis Hew

CAG Senior Research Fellow

Denis Hew Stephen Olson Lim May-Ann

CAG Senior Research Fellow Visiting Fellow,
ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute

birector of Multilateral Relations,
Data Policy, and Partnerships,
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Ep 7: Digital Economic
Framework Agreement (DEFA):
How did ASEAN get here? with
Lim May-Ann (February 2025)

Ep 8: US Trade Tariff Policy and
Implications for Southeast
Asia with Stephen Olson (May
2025)
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S.T. LEE DISTINGUISHED LECTURES

2025 Ayse Zarakol, Professor of International Relations
at the University of Cambridge

2024 Kenneth Schultz, William Bennett Munro Professor
of Political Science at Stanford University

2024 Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana, Under-Secretary-
General of the United Nations and Executive
Secretary of ESCAP

2024 Kao Kim Hourn, Secretary-General of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)

2022 Alastair lain Johnston, Governor James Albert
Noe and Linda Noe Laine Professor of China in
World Affairs, Harvard University

Prof Sophia Kalantzakos

Hong Siew Ching Speaker Series

.d Professor in Environmental Studies and Public Policy, New York Ui

2025 Sophia Kalantzakos, Global Distinguished Professor 27 August 2025
in Environmental Studies and Public Policy, New York
University Abu Dhabi

2025 Li Cheng, Founding Director, Centre on S -
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Professor in Political Science, Department of Politics "R B
and Public Administration, University of Hong Kong

2023 Todd Hall, Professor of International Relations at the \ '
University of Oxford, and Director of the University of |\
Oxford’'s China Centre

2022 Jessica Chen Weiss, David M. Lampton Professor of
China Studies and the inaugural faculty director of the
Institute for America, China, and the Future of Global
Affairs (ACF) at Johns Hopkins School of Advanced
International Studies in Washington
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2025 Vamsi Vakulabharanam, Co-Director of the Asian
Political Economy Program and Associate Professor of
Economics at the University of Massachusetts,
Amherst

2025 Amitav Acharya, UNESCO Chair in Transnational
| . 7 | ol Challenges and Governance and Distinguished

= A A Professor at the School of International Service,
T T American University, Washington, DC

School of Public Policy
National University of Singapore

2024 Dylan Loh, Associate Professor in the Public Policy
and Global Affairs programme at Nanyang
Technological University (NTU)

2024 Enze Han, Associate Professor at the Department of
Politics and Public Administration, The University of
Hong Kong



INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION

CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

Five University Conference
e With Tokyo U, Princeton U, Korea U, and Peking U
e 17th Annual Conference (2025) held in Beijing, China

KDIS-LKYSPP Joint Conference &
e With KDI School (Korea) s and e | "~ N % o O
e 1st conference in Korea (November 2025) J |

CAG-CEGA Workshop
e With Center for Effective Global Action (UC Berkeley)
e T1st workshop in Singapore (March 2025)

UC IGCC-LKYSPP Joint Workshop
e With University of California Institute on Global Conflict
and Cooperation (UCSD)
e Tst workshop in Singapore (September 2025)
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CLOSED-DOOR ROUNDTABLES

2025 Stewart Paterson, Senior Research Fellow,
Hinrich Foundation
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SGLOB 2025  Dmitry Grozoubinski, Executive Director of the

Geneva Trade Platform

2025  Marijn Bolhuis, Economist at the World
Economic Studies Division, International
Monetary Fund

2023 Kensuke Molnar-Tanaka, Head of the Asia
Desk at the OECD Development Centre

Trump’s Liberation Day: Implications of US
Tariff Policy on Southeast Asia, Denis Hew,
Stephen Olson, Henry Gao and Selena Ling

Fade to Blue? What the Revamped Senate
Reveals about Thailand’s Politics, Duncan
McCargo

Domestic Determinants of Southeast
Asia's Relations with the United States and

China, Selina Ho, Chin-Hao Huang, Adhi
Priamarizki, Pongphisoot (Paul) Busbarat
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