CENTRE ON ASIA AND GLOBALISATION

Objective Research with Impact

arterly S
Update ¥ =
APR-JUN 2026

LEADERSHIP UPDATE

| ¥ . &
i L . : - - i - :
¥ L, | i - R - i "
- - A e ‘1 l-__ .. T 2 :' ' L b ) i - L
i o Fa R - 1 r i
I| o 4 = - = ' = " : o
al dy=ol am o - ) i I e Teete
% 1= " il e 1 . o
¥ iy, Lo § i g u P i
.k . L -] . 1 i i
L —_ | L 1
| Ly e 1 2N . - d - R il
iy J iy L i I o . | 1§ e
J‘ - ol s I. A
Eedd N T o . d
i.g ' '- 1 iy el

] - o
k. r

DIH'EC TDH f EDEE‘ F'HESENT}

HUANG CHIN-HAO

CO-DIRECTOR
(2023-26)

We would like to express our sincere appreciation to Professor Khong Yuen Foong for his exceptional leadership
and dedicated service as Co-Director of the Centre on Asia and Globalisation. His stewardship has played a
pivotal role in strengthening the Centre's research profile and advancing its mission. While he will be stepping
down from his leadership position, we are pleased that he will continue to contribute actively to the Centre's
work as a valued member of our research community.

Following the conclusion of the co-directorship arrangement, Associate Professor Chin-Hao Huang will assume
the role of Director with effect from 1 July 2026.

As the Centre enters this next phase, we remain committed to building on the strong foundations, and to
furthering excellence in research, dialogue, and policy engagement.
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ANNOUCEMENT

WELCOME

CHUIN WEI NON-RESIDENT

RESEARCH
YAP FELLOW

HINRICH FOUNDATION

CAG is delighted to welcome Chuin Wei Yap as a Non-Resident Senior Research Fellow. With
this advisory role, Chuin Wei would provide strategic guidance, support, and direction on
CAG's research activities and public outreach. His extensive network in government and the
industry would enable the Centre to draw on his expertise and insights to align with LKYSPP's
strategic initiatives and to strengthen CAG's research output and policy impact in Singapore,
the region, and beyond, especially on research related to regional security, geopolitics, and
economic security.

Through Chuin Wei's work at the Hinrich Foundation, CAG has had the pleasure of
collaborating with him and his team on several initiatives. We look forward to further
strengthen and deepen the partnership between the Hinrich Foundation, CAG, and the
LKYSPP, not least in advancing our shared commitment to fostering dialogue and enhancing
Singapore's role and capacity in education and research on trade, regional development and

stability.

Welcome aboard, Chuin Weil



PUBLICATIONS AND SPECIAL ISSUES

JOURNAL ARTICLES

The special issue of Contemporary Southeast Asia, titled “Revisiting Economic
Security in Southeast Asia”, co-edited by Denis Hew (Centre on Asia and Globalisation)

@] . . . .

0 and Su-Hyun Lee (RSIS | S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies), has just been
= Special Issue i

= Revisiting Economic Security in pu blIShed!

m Southeast Asia

% ARTICLES

o This collection brings together a range of contributions examining how evolving
0 Denis How and Su-Hyun Lee o . . . .

> geopolitical and geoeconomic dynamics have changed the economic security

.T-U Natasha Hamilton-Hart

o R el b S ok Mot landscape in Southeast Asia. While ASEAN's approach has long been anchored in

southeast Asias Economic Secunty

openness and interdependence, these foundations are increasingly being tested by

Mapping Structural Security: A MNetwork-Based Reassessment of
Southeast Asias Supply Chain Security amid Major Power Rivalry

Mo fwgmdZemfeg great power rivalry, supply chain disruptions, and broader structural shifts in the
i i gl obal econo my.

Security in ASEAMN
Mely Caballero-Anthony and Jose Ma. Luis Montesclaros

The issue explores how economic security has evolved and what it means for the

ESIVaEL S VS EHEENIG'S

region today, highlighting the growing importance of resilience, risk management,
and the wider societal dimensions of security in an increasingly uncertain
environment.

BOOK REVIEWS

IEE“E YUSOF ISHAK
IMSTITUTE

2026 “Introduction: Revisiting Economic Security in Southeast Asia,”
by Denis Hew and Lee Su Hyun, Contemporary Southeast Asia.

2026  “ASEAN's Evolving Economic Security Mechanisms Through the
Lens of Historical Institutionalism,” by Barbora Valockova and
Mae Chow, Contemporary Southeast Asia.

2026 “Answering the Call: Why Aid Allies in Cyber Conflict?,” by Miguel
Alberto Gomez and Gregory Winger, International Interactions.

2026 “China’s Interventions in ‘Gray Special Economic Zones' in
Southeast Asia’s Borderlands” by Selina Ho, Gong Xue, and Carla P.
Freeman, Journal of Contemporary China.

COMMENTARIES & OP-EDS

FULCRUM

2026  Small States, Big Stakes: ASEAN'’s Narrowing Space for
Collective Agency,” by Denis Hew, Fulcrum, July 13, 2026.

2026  Recalibrating ASEAN's economic security in a fractured
world,” by Denis Hew, East Asia Forum, July 2, 2026.

ASEANFLCUS
Small States, Big Stakes: ASEAN's

Narrowing Space for Collective

Aecron 2026 Undersea Cable Risks: Lessons for Southeast Asia,” by Mae
- Chow, Fulcrum, May 20, 2026.
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PUBLICATIONS AND SPECIAL ISSUES

BOOKS & EDITED CHAPTERS

2026 Mae Chow and Sarah Teo, “ASEAN and the Evolving Maritime
e o Order in Southeast Asia: Limits and Possibilities,” in Regional
Regional Maritime Maritime Security Outlook: The Evolving Maritime Order, ed.
Security CHtiGES Geoffrey Till, Jane Chan Git Yin, and Chong De Xian (World
Scientific Publishing, 2026), 95-104.

Editors

GEOFFREY TILL
JANE CHAN GIT YIN
CHONG DE XIAN

2026  Routledge Handbook of China-India Relations, ed. by Kanti
Bajpai, Selina Ho, Manjari Chatterjee Miller (Routledge, 2026).

FrlleHri e H ANdAbookK ¢
China—India Relations

VIDEOS & PODCASTS

Sage Research Methods (2026): Survey Experiment of US
Public Opinion of Security Support for Partners in the Indo-
gs and Pacific Region featuring Dr Miguel Alberto Gomez, Senior
ion Research Fellow at the Centre on Asia and Globalisation,
LKYSPP.
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LKYSPP (May 20): ASEAN at the Crossroads: Rethinking

Economic Security featuring Dr Denis Hew, Senior Research

E,E’élffm Fellow and Dr Barbora Valockova, Research Fellow at the
Centre on Asia and Globalisation, LKYSPP, Dr Su-Hyun Lee,

Lw Jm F LA Senior Associate Fellow at the Centre for Multilateralism
h e Vi Studies and Deputy Head of Graduate Studies at RSIS-NTU,

How important is that distinctiveness,

e e e e e e | and Professor Mely Caballero-Anthony, Associate Dean
| | (International Engagement) and Head of the Centre for
Non-Traditional Security Studies, also at RSIS-NTU.



https://www.routledge.com/Routledge-Handbook-of-China-India-Relations/Bajpai-Ho-ChatterjeeMiller/p/book/9781032803654
https://www.worldscientific.com/doi/10.1142/9789819834716_0009
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CENTRE PUBLICATIONS

The China-India Brief is a monthly digest focusing on the relationship between Asia’s two biggest powers.
The Brief provides readers with a key summary of current news articles, reports, analyses, commentaries,

and journal articles published in English on the China-India relationship. It features a Guest Column
weighing in on key current issues in China-India relations.

ISSUE 265 1 MAR 2026 - 25 MAR 2026

China-India Brief

A publication of the Centre on Asia and Globalisation

Special Issue

China and India in the
Global South: e Chine i B
Leadership, , i~

Inﬂuence’ and ija]ry . sl

summary of current news
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Public Policy

monthly digest focusing on the
relationship between Asia’s two

articles, reports, analyses,
commentaries, and journal
articles published in English on
the China-India relationship. It
features a Guest Column
weighing in on key current
issues in China-India relations

SPECIAL EDITION

Centre on Asia and Globalisation
cag@nus.edu.sg
469A Bukit Timah Road, Tower Block Level 10,
Singapore 259770

hitps://lkyspp.nus.edu.sg/cag

China-India Brief #265 (SE)

ISSUE 266 1 APR 2026 - 30 APR 2026

China-India Brief

A publication of the Centre on Asia and Globalisation

ee Kuan Yew

Public Policy

] KY
Le

The China-India Briefis a
monthly digest focusing on the
relationship between Asia’s two
biggest powers. The Brief
provides readers with a key
summary of current news

articles, reports, analyses,

Guest Column commentaries, and journal
articles published in English on

the China-India relationship. It

Missile Engagements featuresGuest Columnn
Across the Himalayas: {6 e
Assessing Nuclear Risks of

Standoff War in Sino-

Indian Relations

By Masahiro Kurita

issues in China-India relations.

s : Centre on Asia and Globalisation
In January 2026, Indian Army Chief General Upendra

cag@nus.edu.sg
469A Bukit Timah Road, Tower Block 10,

cum-missile” force is under consideration, citing the fact Singapore 259770
that both China and Pakistan have similar forces. This https://lkyspp.nus.edu.sg/cag

Dwivedi mentioned that the establishment of a “rocket-

intention to establish a dedicated missile force partly
reflects the India-Pakistan war of May 2025. However,

China-India Brief #266

ISSUE 267 1 MAY 2026 - 31 MAY 2026

China-India Brief

A publication of the Centre on Asia and Globalisation

\\\'
GLOBALISATION

School of Public Policy

The China-India Brief is a
monthly digest focusing on the
relationship between Asia’s two
biggest powers. The Brief
provides readers with a key
summary of current news

articles, reports, analyses,
commentaries, and journal

Guest Column

articles published in English on

. . . the China-India relationship. It
Chlna and Indla amld the features a Guest Column
weighing in on key current
Iran V b ar: The issues in China-India relations.

Implications of Pakistan’s
Mediating Role

By Agnieszka Nitza-Makowska

The Iran War has given Pakistan one of its most

prominent diplomatic platforms in recent years: a host Centre on Asiaand Globalisation
cag@nus.edu.sg

469A Bukit Timah Road, Tower Block 10,

Singapore 259770

and facilitator of peace talks in a conflict with global
implications. For China—-India relations, the significance
lies not in whether Islamabad could deliver a final https://lkyspp.nus.edu.sg/cag
settlement, but in what the process has already conferred:

a temporary but politically meaningful elevation of

Pakistan’s regional standing.

China-India Brief #267

ISSUE 268 1 JUN 2026 - 30 JUN 2026

China-India Brief

A publication of the Centre on Asia and Globalisation

Guest Column

An Old China Hand is the
New Ambassador in
Beijing

By Brian Wong

Addressing the audience from a fourteen-year-old
building complex in the Third Embassy District of
Liangmagjiao, the gentleman introduces his surroundings
in fluent, idiomatic Mandarin. The intentionally informal
diction of “zan men” (18f9), a phrase most commonly
found in Mandarin spoken by Northerners (much rarer
amongst their Southern counterparts), reflects a culturally
attuned and carefully calculated choice to appeal to the

[\
Lee Kuan Yew
School of Public Policy

\\:
ENTRE ox ASIA

The China-India Brief is a
monthly digest focusing on the
relationship between Asia’s two
biggest powers. The Brief
provides readers with a key
summary of current news
articles, reports, analyses,
commentaries, and journal
articles published in English on
the China-India relationship. It
features a Guest Column
weighing in on key current
issues in China-India relations.

Centre on Asia and Globalisation

cag@nus.edu.sg

469A Bukit Timah Road, Tower Block 10,

Singapore 259770
https://lkyspp.nus.edu.sg/cag

China-India Brief #268

GLOBALISATION

(March 2026) (April 2026) (May 2026) (June 2026)

The ASEAN Bulletin is a quarterly publication series which seeks to bring together a key summary of

current news articles, reports, events, and academic publications on the three pillars of the ASEAN

Community.

| KY B

ASEAN

BULLETIN

ISSUE 9 | APRIL 2026

From the CAG Team The ASEAN Bulletin is

published quarterly by the

India—ASEAN Re1ati0ns in an Centre on Asia and

Globalisation at the National
- - Universi f Singapore's
Evolving Strategic Landscape Rivcudy of Sngsgords
Lee Kuan Yew School of
Public Policy. It seeks to

By Srinath Raghavan bring together a key

summeary of current news

articles, reports, events, and
academic publications
produced in English on the
three pillars of the ASEAN
Community - the ASEAN
Political-Security
Community (APSC), the
ASEAN Economic
Community (AEC), and the
ASEAN Socio-Cultural

Community

(ASCC).
India and ASEAN are marking 2026 as the “Year of
Maritime Cooperation”. The two sides are keen to
promote and deepen maritime exchanges in both = -\
commercial and defence domains. They had held the first ASIA
ASEAN-India Maritime Exercise (AIME) in 2023; a second ULOBALISATION

edition is currently in the works. Such targeted initiatives
are aimed at imparting momentum te a relationship that
Centre on Asia and Globalisation

+65 6516 7113

is perceived as flagging—even in comparison to India's
own bilateral ties with countries in the region. Indian
cag@nus.edu.sg

. Ty - = i's s x . . O :
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's decision not to attend in-
469A Bukit Timah Road,

person the ASEAN summit in Kuala Lumpur in October Tower Block 10,
2025 was seen as underlining the dip in New Delhi's Singapore 269770
interest, https://lkyspp.nus.edu.sg/cag

ASEAN Bulletin Issue 9

India-ASEAN Relations in an Evolving Strategic Landscape
By Srinath Raghavan, Senior Research Fellow at the Centre on Asia

and Globalisation, LKY School of Public Policy, NUS.
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CENTRE PUBLICATIONS

Counterpoint Southeast Asia is a webinar and policy brief series focusing on major questions of strategic
significance for Southeast Asia by bringing in diverse voices from around the region. Each issue will tackle
one question from different perspectives.

Issue 19 - July 2026

K o\ Counterpoint
N#4 Southeast Asia

A publication of the Centre on Asia and Globalisation

e |~
:\.r.l‘.a:: K"rI‘ - S O BALISATION

To address this question, the Centre on Asia and Globalisation (CAG)
glovalising esd invited three experts for its 19th Counterpoint Southeast Asia (CSA)
S— webinar on 25 June 2026: Vlado Vivoda (Sustainable Minerals Institute,
T The University of Queensland); Trissia Wijaya (Asia Institute, University of

Can Southeast Asia Safeguard SHEparesEee MHANNEN

School of Public Policy. It seeks

Monoraly o U Chinn Rivay | e Melbourne); and Angela Tritto (Institute of Asian Studies, University of

DeepenS? diverse voices from around the R
region. Each issue will tackle one B D |
question from three different r u n e I a r u S S a a l I I °

perspectives

Counterpoint Southeast Asia is

By Barbora Valockova

Critical Minerals, such as nickel, rare earth elements,
cobalt, tin, lithium and copper, now sit at the core of
debates on energy security, industrial strategy and

geopolitical influence. They underpin the energy Centre on Asia and Globalisation
transition, advanced manufacturing, and defence +65 6516 7
industries, and competition to secure their supply chains cag@nus.ed
has become a key arena of strategic contestation, mah Roa ! _ ower Block
particularly between the US and China. Southeast Asia is i
https://Ikyspp.nus.edu.sg

a major player in this contest. Indonesia is the world's
rgest nickel producer and holds the largest share of
obal nickel reserves. Vietnam has major rare earth
osits.

s
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Counterpoint Indo-Pacific is published regularly by the Centre on Asia and Globalisation at the National
University of Singapore's Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy. It seeks to answer major questions of
strategic significance for Indo-Pacific by bringing in diverse voices from around the region. Each issue will
tackle one question from different perspectives.

APRIL*2026 | ISSUE 1

COUNTERPOINT Counterpoint Indo-Pacific Issue 1 -
INDO-PACIFIC Can Small States and Middle Powers Shape the Indo-

A Publication of the Centre on Asia and Globalisation e gme 7
Pacific:

To address this question, the Centre on Asia and Globalisation (CAG)
invited three experts for its inaugural Counterpoint Indo-Pacific (CIP)
webinar on 14 April 2026: Sarah Teo ( Institute of Defence and Strategic
Studies, RSIS); Kanti Bajpai (Ashoka University; Lee Kuan Yew School of
Public Policy, NUS); and Tomoo Kikuchi (Graduate School of Asia-Pacific
Studies and Institute of Japan in the Global Economy, Waseda University).

Can Small States and  EmReY
Middle Powers Shape the i,

Indo-Pacific?

By Denis Hew

Navigating intensifying geopolitical and geoeconomic
tensions, the Indo-Pacific region stands at an inflection
point in a rapidly changing global order. The region, long | K&
defined by dynamism and promise, now faces i
compounding uncertainties. Intensifying US-China
rivalry, economic fragmentation, technological
competition, rising trade protectionism, and contested
maritime boundaries are driving regional volatility.
Against this backdrop, a critical strategic question |
emerges: Can small states and middle powers shape the
Indo-Pacific’s future? Do they have the agency to address | e e .
these emerging challenges and navigate an increasingly 5

hostile global landscape?



https://lkyspp.nus.edu.sg/docs/default-source/cag/counterpoint-southeast-asia-19.pdf?sfvrsn=dac90a0a_1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pNTeaae0ELM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pNTeaae0ELM
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WahHgA4RUjM&list=PLeNBySUH5CjPqt8dMmxZqfbA7I1joSjdO

The ASEAN in Practice podcast series invites practitioners from around the region to discuss ASEAN

issues and policies.

-

VA V4 | cc Kuan Yew ; S A QT /
. . k“ School of Public Policy ASEAN in CENTRE on ASIA

PODCAST SERIES

EP 15: Shockwaves from the Middle
East Conflict: Implications on Southeast
Asia’s Energy Security

Hosted by With special guest

Denis Hew Mirza Sadaqat
Huda
enior Research Fell

-

VA V4 | cc KuanYew ; S A QT /
. . \“ School of Public Policy ASEAN in CENTRE on ASIA

Practice ""GLOBALISATION

PODCAST SERIES

EP 14: Asia-Pacific Foundation of
Canada: Advancing Canada’s
Engagement with Southeast Asia

Hosted by With special guest

Denis Hew Barrett Bingley
Asia Regional Director of the Asia

-

. . {‘V‘ e Ik ey ASEAN in CENTRE on ASIA

School of Public Policy

PODCAST SERIES

EP 13: Stargazing Southeast Asia:
Singapore, ASEAN,
and the New Space Economy

Hosted by With special guest
Denis Hew Lynette Tan #

Space Faculty Private Limited

Practice “"(GLOBALISATION

Practice ""GLOBALISATION

Ep 15: Shockwaves from the Middle-East Conflict:

Implications on Southeast Asia’s Energy Security
with Mirza Sadaqt Huda (June 2026)

Episode 14: Asia-Pacific Foundation of Canada:
Advancing Canada’s Engagement with Southeast Asia
with Barrett Bingley (June 2026)

Episode 13: Stargazing Southeast Asia: Singapore,
ASEAN, and the New Space Economy with Lynette
Tan (May 2026)
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PAST CENTRE EVENTS

SEMINARS & WEBINARS

2026  CAG Panel Discussion on “APEC China 2026: Key
Updates and Developments,” July 21, 2026.

2026  CAG Counterpoint Indo-Pacific [Online
Webinar] on “Al in the Indo-Pacific: A Path to
Gains or Instability?," July 14, 2026.

2026  CAG Counterpoint Southeast Asia 19 [Online
Seminar] on “Can Southeast Asia safeguard
strategic autonomy in critical minerals as US-
China rivalry deepens?,” June 25, 2026.

2026  CAG Lecture on "Adjusting to a Great Power
Order: De-Risking and Hedging As Pragmatic
Strategies for the European Union and
ASEAN,” by Dr Alfred Gerstl, President of the
Central European Institute of Asian Studies
(Slovakia) & Associate Professor at the
Palacky University in Olomouc, May 20, 2026.

2026 CAG Panel Discussion on “Can Small States
and Middle Powers Shape the Indo-Pacific?,”
April 16, 2026.

2026  CAG Lecture on “A Third Cold War” by
Professor Barry Buzan, Emeritus Professor of

International Relations at the LSE, April 13,
2026.

BROWNBAGS

CAG Brownbag Session on “Chaos is a

2026 Ladder: Subnational Economic Statecraft
amid International Disputes,” by
Professor Shengqiao Lin, University of
Toronto, May 7, 2026.
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Synopsis

After the fall of the Berlin Wall, it seemed as if transatlantic great- '|'|«"'"«s‘:|ayIF 27 August 2026
power competition had become a thing of the past. But tensions . ’
over NATO enlargement in the 1990s and 2000s, combined with 3:15 Pm -6:30 pm

economic disaster in Russia and the rise of President Vladimir
Putin, eroded relations between the West and Russia once again.
Under Putin, Moscow resumed changing state borders by coercion
and force. By the time of Russia’'s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in
2022 at the latest, it was clear that the post-Cold War peace had
failed. Now Europeans, NATO members, and Ukrainians must deal
with the consequences—while also managing President Donald
Trump's extreme volatility. Professor Sarotte will discuss these

Seminar Room 4-4
Block B, Level 4
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy,
469C Bukit Timah Road
Singapore 259772

Chairperson

themes on the basis of her decades of archival work in multiple Associate Prof Chin-Hao Huang
countries and interviews with hundreds of participants in events.
She will explore what they mean for politics around the globe Director of the Centre on

; " : : " Asia and Globalisation &
tOday' ik anewteraiaf maglcal realis, Associate Professor in Political Science,

Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy

About the Speaker
Sarotte is the Director of the Yale Brady-Johnson Program in Register your attendance at
Grand Strategy, Professor of Global Affairs at the Yale Jackson https://cag-lkyspp.com/MES

School, and Professor of Management at the Yale School of
Management. She is the author of the award-winning history of

NATO enlargement, Not One Inch: America, Russia, and the Making
of Post-Cold War Stalemate, as well as author or editor of five other
books. Sarotte has held tenured faculty appointments at the
University of Cambridge, the University of Southern California
(USC), and, most recently, the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced
International Studies (SAIS) in Washington DC. She is a former
member of the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton and a life & wyspp.nus.edusgicag () cag lkyspp
member of the Council on Foreign Relations.

o g@ ® cag-lkyspp

From Post-Cold War Peace to Magical Realism: America, NATO, and Ukraine,1989 to Today

27 August 2026

Join us for our S.T. Lee Lecture featuring Professor Mary Elise Sarotte as she discusses the
collapse of the post-Cold War European security order, the return of great-power rivalry, and the
geopolitical consequences of Russia's war in Ukraine. Drawing on decades of archival research
and interviews, she will discuss what these developments mean for global politics in an era of
renewed strategic uncertainty.

Prof Chin-Hao Huang, Director of the Centre on Asia and Globalisation and Associate Professor of
Political Science at the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, will moderate the event.

More information: https://cag-lIkyspp.com/STLee-MaryEliseSarotte

Register: https://cag-lkyspp.com/MES
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CAG-ARI PUBLIC LECTURE

JUMPING BOATS: INTERASIAN

WEALTH-MAKING AND
SOCIAL PROTECTION
AFTER GLOBALIZATION

About the Lecture

The event is co-organised by Centre on Asia and Globalisation (CAG) and Asia Research
Institute (ARI).

Engseng Ho argues that the post-Cold War era of globalization — built on
American-guaranteed security and self-regulating free markets — is ending, as
the second Trump administration shifts from global protector to predator
(Venezuela, Iran, Greenland), collapsing the separation of politics from
economics. As top-level global guarantees crumble, it's worth turning to the
deeper, historically embedded layer of "InterAsia™: the centuries-old web of
mobile merchant societies (Arab, Persian, Malabari, Tamil, Malay, Bugis, Hokkien
Chinese) who embedded themselves in local port-cities through intermarriage,
partnerships and moral economy, paying modest protection to local rulers rather
than relying on a single hegemonic guarantor. Lacking state backing, these
mobile societies built resilient, self-protecting welfare institutions that absorbed
market shocks without the backlash into fascism or socialism seen in the West.
Ho traces this logic into the present: Southeast Asian states and firms navigate
US-China rivalry by hosting relocated factories, while Hokkien Al-chip tech CEOs
(Nvidia's Jensen Huang, Broadcom's Hock Tan, Intel's Lip-Bu Tan) nimbly switch
protectors — China, Singapore, the US — as circumstances demand, much as
Hokkien traders/smugglers did among Ming/Qing bans and European empires
centuries ago. He closes by reading Taiwan's TSMC, sited defiantly at China's
doorstep, as the modern version of this Hokkien self-protection strategy: unable
to rely on any external guarantor and unable to flee, Taiwan built its own
irreplaceable "Silicon Shield," converting global technological indispensability into
a kind of commercial DIY protection state power never provided.

About the Speaker

Engseng Ho is a professor of Anthropology and History at Duke University. He is a
leading scholar of transnational anthropology, history and Muslim societies, Arab
diasporas, and the Indian Ocean. His research expertise is in Arabia, coastal South
Asia and maritime Southeast Asia, and he maintains active collaborations with
scholars in these regions. He is co-editor of the Asian Connections book series at
Cambridge University Press,and serves on the editorial boards of journals such as
Comparative Studies in Society and History. He has previously worked as Professor of
Anthropology, Harvard University; Senior Scholar, Harvard Academy for International
and Area Studies; Country and Profile Writer, the Economist Group; International
Economist, Government of Singapore Investment Corporation/Monetary Authority of
Singapore; Alagil Distinguished Visiting Professor, Asia Research Institute; Director,
Middle East Institute, Mational University of Singapore. He was educated at the
Penang Free School, Stanford University, and the University of Chicago.
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BOOK TALK

THEORIZING
HEDGING:

EXPLAINING SHIFTS AND
VARIATIONS IN ALIGNMENT CHOICES

About the Lecture

Hedging, rather than balancing or bandwagoning, is the modal
behavior of non-great powers under uncertainty. Yet despite its
prevalence as a state alignment choice, hedging remains an
undertheorized subject in the study of international relations. This
book offers one of the first theoretical works on strategic hedging in
world  politics. Conceptually, the book traces hedging's
multidisciplinary roots as an instinctive human behavior, arguing that
strategic hedging is best understood as an insurance-seeking
behavior under high uncertainty, which entails three defining
attributes: active neutrality, inclusive diversification, and adaptive
offsets. Theoretically, the book develops a two-level framework to
explain when, how, and why states hedge rather than balance or
bandwagon. Empirically, it tests the propositions against a set of Indo-
Pacific countries at different junctures. The book concludes that
structural-level conditions largely explain shifts in alignment decisions
(e.g., from non-hedging to hedging, or vice versa), while domestic
factors account for variation in the specific forms hedging takes
{(heavy versus light hedging).

About the Speaker

Dr. Kuik Cheng-Chwee is Professor of International Relations at the
Institute of Malaysian and International Studies (IKMAS), Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM). He is concurrently a Nonresident Senior
Fellow at the Johns Hopkins University SAIS Foreign Policy Institute
(Washington, DC). Previously, he was a Postdoctoral Fellow at the
University of Oxford and at the Princeton-Harvard China and the World
Program. His research focuses on non-great-power alignment behavior,
Southeast Asian international relations, and Asian security. He is the
author of Theorizing Hedging: Explaining Shifts and Variations in Alignment
Choices (2026), co-author (with David Lampton and Selina Ho) of Rivers
of Iron: Railroads and Chinese Power in Southeast Asia (2020), and co-
editor (with Alice Ba and Sueo Sudo) of Institutionalizing East Asia (2016).
Dr. Kuik holds an M.Litt. from the University of St Andrews and a Ph.D.
from Johns Hopkins University. He has been listed among Stanford

University's World's Top 2% Scientists in the subfield of International
Relations for 2023, 2024, and 2025.
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PROF ENG SENG HO

Professor of Cultural Anthropology,
Duke University

Wednesday, 12 August
2026
3:30 pm - 5:00 pm

Blk B Seminar Room 3-2
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy
469 Bukit Timah Road
Singapore 259756

Chairperson

Prof Khong Yuen Foong

Li Ka Shing Professor in Political Science,
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy

Register your attendance at
https://cag-lkyspp.com/eng-seng-ho
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Inde-Pacific Security

Theorizing Hedging

Cheng-Chwee Kuik

Tuesday, 25 August 2026

10:30 am - 12:00 pm

Blk B Seminar Room 3-2
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy
469 Bukit Timah Road
Singapore 259756

Chairperson

Assoc Prof
Chin-Hao Huang

Director of the Centre on Asia and Globalisation
and Associate Professor in Political Science,
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy

Register your attendance at
https://bit.ly/Cheng-Chwee-Kuik
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Jumping Boats: InterAsian Wealth-making and
Social Protection after Globalization
12 August

Join us for an in-person panel discussion with Professor
Eng Seng Ho on the end of the post-Cold War order and
the return of geopolitics. From centuries-old Asian
merchant networks to Taiwan's "Silicon Shield," the
discussion explores how states and societies adapt
when global guarantees can no longer be taken for
granted.

Prof Khong Yuen Foong, Li Ka Shing Professor in
Political Science at the School, will moderate the event.

Theorizing Hedging: Explaining Shifts and
Variations in Alignment Choices
25 August

On 25 August, Prof Cheng-Chwee Kuik from National
University of Malaysia (UKM) will be at the Lee Kuan Yew
School of Public Policy to discuss his new book,
"Theorizing Hedging: Explaining Shifts and Variations in
Alignment Choices."

Prof Chin-Hao Huang, Director of the Centre on Asia and
Globalisation and Associate Professor of Political Science
at the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, will
moderate the event.
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