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Seminar Highlights

The India Review Seminarpart of a series of activities orgaad by Asia Competitiveness Institute (ACI)

at LKYSPP, NU$o present its preliminary research findings and concurrently solicit comments and
suggestions from prominent poli@dvises and scholarsThe Review Seminar aims to exchange views on
topics pertinent to India economies, reviewing possible improvememtsidrrent research work, and
thereby ACI would undertake to publish a book, journals papers and policy briefs incorporating expert views
and informed opinions.

Professor Kanti Prasad Bajpai, ViceDean (Research), Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policyeckd

the WelcomeRemarks. Professor Bajpai commended ACI for its timely report on India which analyses the
Indian development through the regiona¢rspectve He emphasi sed that Il nd
greater measure of political unity and theildip of the political leadership to bring the country together. He
recognised that India needs to be mindful of its place in an international context within which its econom:
can flourish.

The Keynote SpeakeiVir Mohan Guruswamy , Chairman, Centre for Paly Alternatives, India, in his
opening remarks expressed optimism on the Indian economy considering that it gréstdlifietween 1990

and 2014. However, he highlighted the growing disparity among the states was a cause for concern a
therefore complimere d A C1| & s i ragional eaondamicrastefplam whiah isreimportant firststep
towards achieving balanced regional growth. He underlined the important role of institutions to foster an
environment which can sustain the letegm growth for the Indan economy.

The first session 02014 ACI Inaugural Competitiveness Rankingand Simulations for FHve Indian
Regions and the Annual Update for 35 States & Federal Territories of Indiad was moder at
Evan Tan, Research Assistant at ACI. Dr Libda, Mr Kartik Rao, and Ms Sujata Kaur presented the 2014
Competitiveness Rankings for India. Maharashtra, RelthiTamil Nadu retained theiop-three positions

with Assam being ranked lagtosition35". |1 n ACI 6s i nauguregibns, tha Sokthemg s
Region outperformed the Western &jion to emerge as the most competitive region. Therth Eastern
Region was the least competitive.

As a reviewer, DrJagannath Prasad Parigasearch Fellow & Centre Head, East Asia Institute for Defe
Studies and Analyses (IDSApdiac o mmended ACI &6s comprehensi-fe
Competitiveness Simulation analysis. He underscored the role of historical factors in determining the currer
growth trajectories of the states. While agreeihgh at 1t was usef ul to dr aw
over the last two decades, he expressed that this should be done keeping in mind structural difference
between the two economies.

The second session oACI Proposed Masterplan for Strategic Regianal Economic Development in

India Vision20306 was moderated by Mr Bl ake Berger, Rese
Khee Giap, Professor Tan Kong Yam and Dr Linda Low, presented the Masterplan for Strategic Regior
Economic Development ifndia with a vision to transform India into a ssiffficient, industrialised and
competitive economy. The Masterplan suggested strategic thrusts for each of the five regions based on th
relative strengths and weaknesses. The Masterplan further praojélstekey performance indicators to 2030

for the five regions as well as for India a whole

Asthe reviewer, Dr Ronojoy Sen, Senior Research Fellow, Institute of South Asian Studies, NUS brought |
the political perspective for the Masterplan. He highted that both higfpolitics and locapolitics were key
factors along with the efficacy of the bureaucracy to determine the success of the masterplan initiative. H
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indicated that factoring in the role of the locals to make them stakeholders in the@@went process was
a crucial challenge.

The third session owGeweke Causality Analysis for Economic Development of Bihar and Developing

the Tourism Sector for TamilNadué was moder ated by Mr Bl ake Ber
Nie Tongxin, Mr Kartik Rao, and Ms Zeng TirRgsearch Assistants of A@tesented their findings for
Geweke Causality to facilitate analysis on the interplay of some key variables which det ne a ¢
competitiveness. Bi har 6 szederdnilicatonsof centidlgavernmern asgstaice w
and law and order. Similarly, the tourism sector in Tamil Nadu was exanbgesfudying the impact of
infrastructure, safety, sanitah and healthcare on the number of international tourist arrivals.

Asthe reviewer, Dr Rathin Roy, Director, National Institute of Public Finance and RPétidlacommended

the use of webcharts to analyse the statelative competitiveness by sectoisor the case study on Bihar,

Dr Roy suggestethe use of data on crimes solved and brought to closure from National Crime Records
Bureau as indicators for law and order. For the case study on Tamil Nadu, Dr Roy, in reference to tourism
economics, encouragethe team to look at per capita tourist speimdjto better understand the growth in
the stateds tourism sector.

The fourth session odindia Total Factor Productivity (TFP) and Agriculture Productivity for 35 States

and Federal Territories of Indiad wasmoderated by Mr Evan Tan, Research Assisd®Cl. Professor
Ramkishen S. Rajan, and Mr Kartik Rao presented the findings for TFP growth in Indian states between 2(
and 2010. Employing the Malmquist Index, the mean TFP growth for crops across statesdras 1.5%,
with technological change being the major contributor. Irdtate sharing of best practices with a focus on
more efficient resource deployment can improve TFP growth across the board.

As the reviewer, Dr Sasidaran Gopalan, Raésictoral Research Fellow, Hong Kong University of Science
and Technology emphasised the importance of the agriculture sector for the Indian economy. Dr Gopala
commended the study for analysing the most recent data available to include the pre agligbadtinaneal

crisis. He recommended further analysis to understand the determinants of technical efficiency which se
apart the top and bottom performing states.

Professor Tan Kong Yam deliveredthe Closing Remarks and reminddice importance of an objective

and professional assessment of Indian states and federal territories from an outsider perspective :
performed by ACI. He reiterated the i mportance
performance andhow competition between states can benefit the country as a whole. He indicated that for
India to benefit from its demographic dividend, it is crucial to focus on education and employability. He calle
upon the I ndian di as p onoaic deeelopment and help untiee bedorne almajdri
engine that drives the economic growth in tAeianregion.
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Welcome Remarks
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Professor Kanti Prasad Bajpai
Vice-Dean (Research)
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy
National University of Singapore

Opening Remarks by Guestof-Honour

itiveness Institute Review §
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 dyctivity for 35 States and Federal

Mr Mohan Guruswamy
Chairman, Centre for Policy Alternatives, India
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Session 1

"2014 ACI Inaugural Competitiveness Ranking and Simulations for Five Indian
Regions and the Annual Update for 35 States & Federal Territories of India"
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Discussant
Dr Jagannath Prasad Panda
Research Fellow & Centre Head, East Asia
Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses (IDSA), India
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"ACI Proposed Masterplan for Strategic Regional Economic Development in
India Vision 2030"
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Presenter
Associate Professor Tan Khee Giap
Co-Director, ACI -LKYSPP-NUS
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Discussant
Dr Ronojoy Sen
Senior Research Fellow
Institute of South Asian Studies, NUS
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Session 2 (continued)

Panel Discussion for Session Two
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"Geweke Causality Analysis for Economic Development of Bihar and
Developing the Tourism Sector for Tamil Nadu"
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Discussant
Dr Rathin Roy
Director
National Institute of Public Finance and Policy , India
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