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Rudyard Kipling — The Young British Soldier (extract)

If your officer’s dead and the sergeants look white,
Remember it’s ruin to run from a fight:
So take open order, lie down, and sit tight,
And wait for supports like a soldier.
Wait, wait, wait like a soldier...

When you’re wounded and left on Afghanistan’s plains,
And the women come out to cut up what remains,
Jest roll to your rifle and blow out your brains
An’ go to your Gawd like a soldier.
Go, go, go like a soldier...
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Its edge includes good governance,
educated workforce, financial
centre and port, says Shanmugam

S|

VIDEO
Shanmugam:
Singapore
well-positioned
tomake gains.
str.sg/4HSv

Elgin Toh

Having recognised early the bene-
fits of China's One Belt, One Road
push, Singapore has actively sup-
ported it and is well-positioned to
make gains from it, Home Affairs
and Law Minister K. Shanmugam

: said inalecture yesterday.

Singapore’s edge lies in its good
governance, the rule oflaw, its edu-
cated workforce and its respected
financial centre and port, he said.

Singapore hasalso been an “active
proponent” of China’s growth since
its opening-up, and was an early sup-
porter of the China-led Asian Infra-
structure Investment Bank, which
fundsBeltand Road projects.

One Belt, One Road - unveiled by

: President Xi[inping in 2013 - seeks

to enhance links between Asia, Eu-
rope and Africa by building roads,
railway and other infrastructure in
a network of projects covering
more than 60 countries.
Describing it as a “game changer’

i that is bold, innovative and ambi-

tious, Mr Shanmugam said: “If con-
nectivity improves, people travel,
investment flows increase; we will
benefitif we are ready and smart.”
He cited figures that showed Sin-
gapore is already benefiting: 30 per
cent of China’s Belt and Road invest-
ments in all countries are in Singa-

i pore. In return, Singapore’s invest-
: ments in China account for 85 per
i centof total Belt and Road invest-

ments there by all countries.

Mr Shanmugam’s speech, at an
Asia Competitiveness Institute fo-
rum, was the latest in a series of
remarks by Singapore's leaders in
support of China’s bid to recreate
the Silk Road.

The Republic was one of three
South-east Asian countries whose
heads of government did not at-
tend the Belt and Road Forum in
Beijing in May, causing some to
raise questionsabout bilateral ties.

But observers say relations are on
aneven keel, with a June announce-
ment that Chinese Premier Li Ke-
qiang will be visiting Singapore.

In a wide-ranging speech, Mr
Shanmugam also placed the Belt
and Road Initiative in the context
of shifting geopolitics. China, said
the former foreign minister, was
likely to continue its rise as a super-
power, despite domestic problems
like corruption and an ageing popu-
lation. And while the United States
has not gone into actual decline, the
relative positions of the two coun-
trieswill change.

One Belt, One Road, a result of
China’s rise, may well accelerate
that rise, he said, noting that China
isalready the largest trading nation
in the world. China is also able to
translate plans into reality, given its
resources, its ability to muster the
nation’s will towards a clear goal,
and its great leap forward in tech-
nology and science, he added.

China’s strategic investments
abroad have at times created ten-
sions, but they have also helped
forge strong ties and are likely to
“predispose many countries to-
wards the Beltand Road Initiative™.

In contrast, the US has in recent
times defined its interests more nar-

rowly, wavering on once fundamen-
tal issues like free trade, he noted.

Mr Shanmugam said the shift is
understandable, since the US has
hitherto been bearing a dispropor-
tionate share of security costs. But
ifit continues, “more countries may
find the Belt and Road Initiative to
be more attractive”.

For China, the initiative is not
without risks, he said, as the Silk
Road passes through Central Asia, a
very “tough” region where other
powers — Russia, India, Turkey and
Iran - have their own interests.

A key to China’s success is to
convey benign intentions and to fos-
ter trust by working within the in-
ternational framework, he added.

In this unfolding situation, Singa-
pore’s interest is in developing
good relations with as many coun-
tries as possible and in latching on
to One Belt, One Road and other
growth opportunities, he said.

“The world can pass us by in an
instant... We need to keep... finding
new ways to add value,” he said.

Singapore has to work hard to
meet competition that will arise,
such as from neighbouring ports
built to challenge Singapore’s ports,
hesaid.

As a small state, Singapore is a
price-taker. But if it gives in to big-
ger states, it will lose its
sovereignty.

Said Mr Shanmugam: “If we allow
ourselves to be bullied or seduced
by bigger powers, that can break or
severely stress our own domestic
social compact, which is built on
multiracialism. Once broken, it will
be difficult, if not impossible, to put
together this compactagain.”

Think-tanks ‘may disagree with Govt
but not under a foreign state’s influence’

Think-tanks may sometimes dis-
agree with the Government, but
they must not do so under the influ-
ence of a foreign country, Home
Aftairs and Law Minister K. Shan-
mugam said yesterday.

While such institutions play an
important role — to explore issues
civil servants may not be able to -
they must maintain an indepen-
dent stance.

“Objectivity is critical,” he saidat
aforumat the Lee Kuan Yew School
of Public Policy.

Hisremarks came shortly afteran
academic was rapped for working
with a foreign government to influ-
ence Singapore’s foreign policy.

Dr Huang Jing, 60, who was from
the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public
Policy, had his permanent resi-
dency cancelled this month after
the Home Affairs Ministry labelled
him “an agent of a foreign country”.

While Mr Shanmugam did not re-
fer toa specific case, he said it isun-
acceptable for academics to be “sub-
orned” and to project the views of a
foreign country “under the guise of
objectivity and academic freedom”,
with a hidden agenda of influenc-
ing Singapore’s policies.

He said academics do so either
because they are “working with for-
eign intelligence” or because they
are “seduced by them”.

He was responding to a question
about the role of think-tanks and

elgintoh@sph.com.sg

busin in foreign relations.
Mr Shanmugam said the late

deputy prime minister Goh Keng
Swee set up think-tanks here to
provide fresh perspectives and to
prevent groupthink.

Dr Goh envisioned think-tanks
challenging the Government's
views at times and being knowl-
edgeable, objective and clear.

“Dr Goh would certainly turn in
his grave if he thinks that the
think-tanks he set up or was re-
sponsible for have become
instruments of influence for other
countries,” he said.

He added that think-tanks could
challenge the Government — not
“for the sake of challenging”, but
“where (the Government) needs to
be challenged”. Academics oughtto
be “real scholars and... put forward
scholarly viewpoints, but practical
ones, that help the country”.

Turning to businessmen, he said
they play a key role in expanding
Singapore’s gross national product
and in building good economic rela-
tions with other countries, which
helps Singapore’s foreign relations.

But both businessmen and the
Government should “understand
where the line isdrawn”.

“Sometimes, the Government
cannot take the advice of business-
men... because businessmen will
carry a business perspective, but
the Government has to take a
larger, countrywide perspective as
asovereign state,” he said.
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figures that showed Singapore was already benefiting
significantly from it.

“For example, one-third of China's total Belt and Road-related
investments in all countries is in Singapore. In return,
Singapore’s investments in China account for 85% of the total
Belt and Road investments made by all countries there," he said.

Shanmugam was speaking yesterday at a forum organised by
the Asia Compelitiveness Institute, which is part of the Lee Kuan
Yew School of Public Paolicy.

His speech was the latest in a series of remarks from
Singapore’s leaders in support of what has been called China's
bid to recreate the Silk Road.

Singapore was one of three South-East Asian countries whose

heads of government did not attend the Belt and Road Forum in
Beijing in May this year, causing some to raise guestions about

bilateral ties.

But observers say relations between the two countries are on an
even keel, following the announcement in June that Chinese
Premier Li Kegiang has accepted an invitation to visit Singapore.
— The Straits Times/Asia Mews MNetwork
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So it’s gone through ups and downs, most times the system works well, sometimes the system doesn’t work so well.

If you look at it right now, serious questions are being asked, of the system that was set up in the 18th century when 15% or so of the people had the
franchise of voting — to vote, you had to be white, you had to be male, you had to own land. So whoever came into power was essentially from the

same class and similar outlook, and there was a long period of stability. I am generalising, but broadly I think my point holds.

Today, questions are being asked because of the deep cleavages, and the deep divides along cultural lines, along racial lines, along economic lines,
education opportunities etc. You have these questions being raised. Such questions have been raised in the past. Where it will go from here, if you

ask me, looking at it today, I don’t know. America has bounced back many times in the past.

Seasoned observers think that some updating of its political system is necessary, if America is to mediate between the different competing interests
to bring about a betterment in its people’s lives. People who are better off can take care of themselves, but what about the ordinary person? Issues

like the schooling system, the opioid crisis raise challenging questionstoo.

Q: All along, many people have taken for granted that the Western capitalist, democratic system is a preferred one. But you mentioned that China
has been growing so fast in the past 30 years. Are you suggesting that the Chinese system is the preferred one, and is it especially relevant to

developing countries that are at a very low level of development?

A: T will put it this way - actually, there is no contradiction in some essential sense.

Take the US. The period of its rapid growth, from the time it got independent to the civil war a 100 years later, through to the time it became a

superpower - for a substantial part of that period, the early stages of development, as I explained just now, who had the franchise?

About 10-15% of the population. They were very similar in their outlook, because of the nature of the franchise. And whether you had one or the

other party in power, the approach was broadly similar and there was stability to the macro policies.

Now, these are generalisations. Of course there were differences, of course there were changes, and of course there were arguments — including the

one which resulted in a civil war and lots of bloodshed.
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But in a sense, there was a broad agreement on what major policies should be.So you can argue that in early stages of development, what a cou.nta
needs and what the political system ought to deliver, is stability and the ability which then gives its leaders the possibility of thinking 20 or 30 yeaT:

and putting in policies and driving the changes: education, female empowerment, growth, economic opportunities, levelling up.

If you look at the UK, you can make the same argument about the franchise - it was very narrow for a long period of time. And it was very stable for
the period, but it grew. Countries go through phases.

China’s model of development follows more the path that was taken by Taiwan, South Korea.
A strong central state imposing its will, thinking long term, bringing together all the resources, and projecting forward.

You could, I think, reasonably argue, that any other system would not have seen China progress so rapidly, but then again, you can have ideological
arguments about progress, which is why I said if you say the right to vote and the right to say what you like is more important than say the education

of a child, healthcare, access to material benefits, opportunities, you are entitled to that view, and then China’s system does not deliver that.

But if you believe that educating children, developing the infrastructure, creating a better life for your people is the key goal of governance, then
China’s system delivers it. I think China’s system delivers it today, but as the people get educated, as the people become wealthier, then the political

system would have to adapt to that.

(3) Other Questions

Q: All countries face the reality of competition, especially smaller countries. But at the same time, they see the need to cooperate. How do you

balance this tension between competition and cooperation for all countries?

A: Competition is a fact of life. Countries act in their best interests. They cooperate when they need to. There is no reason to think that cooperation

is inconsistent with competition.
For instance, we compete as a port with many other ports, but we also have great cooperation with them, including our neighbouring countries
So the reality is to just accept that people will want to take your lunch, but nobody will want to give you your lunch.

Particularly since, as I often say, there are three ways in which you make money: You either take something from the ground, or you grow something

on the ground, or you go and trade with others who take something from the ground.
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Another type of lack of objectivity would of course be if you have a political agenda and you lose your objectivity, and project your political

arguments under the guise of academic scholarship.

The key 1s not whether you disagree or you agree with the government, but the key 1s whether you’re objective in doing so or whether you have

another reason for promoting that position.

So think tanks have a critical role in presenting a different perspective, an alternate perspective.

If you look at the think tanks that Dr. Goh was instrumental for, like the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, they play the role of helping to
understand our region much better because think tanks can go about and say things, explore, and can put forward an additional set of views. That is
useful. So that’s what I think is the critical role that think tanks should play - to be very alert, to be real scholars and to put forward scholarly
viewpoints which are practical, which would help the country. As I have said, that doesn’t mean agreeing with the government on everything; it
means even challenging the government objectively when the government’s viewpoints have to be challenged, or anybody’s viewpoints, where they

have to be challenged.
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As our businessmen often compete in their supplications, the image that this creates of Singapore can well be imagined.” He was talking about a

regional country

He continued, “It is not unnatural I suppose for these governments to expect that the Singapore government to behave in like manner. Businessmen
have never hesitated to give me free advice on how to conduct foreign relations during the periodic grouse we have had with our neighbours.
Unfortunately, they do not understand — and I'm afraid they cannot understand — that in the nature of things, relations between independent
sovereign states cannot be conducted on the basis of supplicant and overlord. The methods they found were successful in business are not available

to us in government.”

So what we need is an understanding: businessmen have a huge role; very important for the economy, very important in forging good relationships.

And of course, foreign affairs and relationships prosper if there are good economic relations.

But one has got to understand where the line should be drawn. The government has to act in Singapore’s best interests. Sometimes, this will mean
departing from the advice of business people. The businessman will have his business perspective. But the government has to take a larger, country-

wide perspective as a sovereign state.
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