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SPEAKERS’, DISCUSSANTS’ AND MODERATORS’ PROFILE* 

 (in alphabetical order) 

 
 

 
Bustanul ARIFIN 
Bustanul Arifin is Professor of Agricultural Economics in the University of Lampung (UNILA) and 
Professorial Fellow at the Graduate School of Management and Business at Bogor Agricultural University 
(MB-IPB), Indonesia. Dr Arifin has over 28 years’ experience on comprehensive range of research in 
agricultural and resource economics, food security, political economy and development strategies.  He 
has a wide range of consultancy experience in the fields of economics and development issues for 
international agencies such as: World Bank, USAID, JBIC, UNDP, ILO, GTZ, ICRAF, WWF, DANIDA, etc.  
Dr Arifin holds a PhD from the University of Wisconsin-Madison (USA) and Sarjana from Bogor Agricultural 
University.  He has served as Director of INDEF in Jakarta, Adviser to the House of Representative (DPR-
RI) for the commissions of agriculture, economics and finance. Dr Arifin has published 39 titles of books, 
over 80 journal articles, presented over 100 research papers in international conferences and 
symposiums, and over 300 research papers in national seminars, workshops and meetings in Indonesia. 
Dr Arifin has completed assignments as Visiting Professor in the Department of Agricultural and Applied 
Economics at the University of Wisconsin-Madison (2002-2003) and in the School of Geosciences at the 
University of Sydney, Australia (2007-2008).  He is now serving as Executive Council for the professional 
associations, such as Asian Society of Agricultural Economists (ASAE), Indonesian Society of Agricultural 
Economics (PERHEPI) and Indonesian Economist Association (ISEI). He is also serving as Head of Expert 
Group at Food Security Council (DKP) and member of the National Innovation Council (KIN), responsible 
directly to the President of Republic of Indonesia. 
 
Blake BERGER 
Blake Berger is a Research Associate at the Asia Competitiveness Institute (ACI) at the Lee Kuan Yew 
School of Public Policy, National University of Singapore. Blake received his bachelor’s degree in 
Sociology summa cum laude from the University of Massachusetts, Boston, and his Master’s degree in 
Comparative Regional Studies (Southeast Asia) with Distinction from the School of International Service, 
American University. At ACI, Blake is currently engaged in researching ASEAN, tourism in Southeast Asia, 
and is Editor of the ASEAN Business Research Hub. Previously, Blake held positions as research intern 
at the Institute of Strategic and International Studies (ISIS) Malaysia, and researcher at the Centre for 
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) Washington D.C, Southeast Asia Program; he has additionally 
published articles, reports and monographs for ISIS Malaysia, CSIS, and ISIS Thailand. Blake’s research 
interests are directed towards the ASEAN, regional integration, international relations theory, political 
economy, United States foreign policy towards East and Southeast Asia, and international trade policy. 
 
Roehlano BRIONES 
Dr Briones is a Senior Research Fellow at PIDS, where he specializes in agricultural policy. He has 
authored numerous published research papers, on the economics of agriculture and natural resources, 
rural development, food security, international trade, and the macro economy. He has coedited four books, 
one of which is national study on Productivity Growth in Philippine Agriculture (2007-2010), for which he 
served as overall research manager based in the Southeast Asian Regional Centre for Graduate Studies 
and Research in Agriculture (SEARCA).As a consultant for  donor agencies such as Asian Development 
Bank (ADB), World Bank, and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), he has assisted government 
agencies in the Philippines, Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam, and other Asian countries. He was lead expert 
for the preparation of Rules and Procedures for the Release and Replenishment of Rice Reserves for the 
ASEAN Plus Three Emergency Rice Reserve (APTERR). Previously, he was an assistant professor at 
Ateneo de Manila University and University of the Philippines Los Banos. He obtained his PhD from the 
UP School of Economics in 2000 and did postdoctoral research at the WorldFish Center in Penang, 
Malaysia. 
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Andri HADI 
Name:    Dr. Andri Hadi, SH., LL.M. 
Place/Date of Birth:  Bandung, 12 February 1960 
Previous Appointment: Director General for Information and Public Diplomacy, Ministry of    

Foreign Affairs 
Level/Diplomatic Rank:  Ambassador 
Marital Status:   Married with Ferial S Hadi  
Children:   Ikram Hadi, Izzat Hadi, Almeira Hadi 
Religion:    Islam 
Office Address:    7 Chatsworth Road, Singapore 249761 
EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 
1986 Bachelor Degree of International Law, Padjajaran Universitas, Bandung Indonesia 
1998 Master of International Human Rights Law, Monash University, Australia 
2013 PhD in International Public Law, Padjajaran University, Bandung, Indonesia 
STRUCTURAL AND DIPLOMATIC COURSE HISTORY 
1988 Junior Diplomatic Training (SEKDILU) batch XIII 
1997 Mid-career Diplomatic Training (SESDILU) Caraka Madya I 
1999 Training and staff course First Degree Administration Officer (DIKLAT SPAMA) 
2004 Senior Diplomatic Training (SESPARLU) batch XXX 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES 
Domestic Assignments 
1990-1992 Head of Section for North American Affairs I, Sub-Directorate of North American Affairs, 

Directorate of North American Affairs, Directorate General of Political Affairs, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs; 

1996-1998 Head of Sub-Division for the Minister’s Administration, General Bureau, Secretary General, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs; 

1998-1999 Head of Section for Humanitarian Affairs, Sub Directorate of Humanitarian and Science 
Affairs, Directorate of International Organization Affairs, Directorate General of Political 
Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs; 

2004-2005 Director for Public Diplomacy, Directorate General of Information, Public Diplomacy and 
International Treaty, Ministry of Foreign Affairs; 

2007-2011 Director-General for Information and Public Diplomacy, Directorate General of Information 
and Public Diplomacy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

DIPLOMATIC ASSIGNMENTS 
1992-1996 Third Secretary for Political Affairs, Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia in Washington, 

D.C., United States of America; 
1999-2004 First Secretary for Information and Socio-Cultural Affairs, Embassy of the Republic of 

Indonesia in Ottawa, Canada; 
2005-2007 Minister/Deputy Chief Mission, Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia in Washington, D.C., 

United States of America. 
2012 –  Ambassador of the Republic of Indonesia to the Republic of Singapore 
International Conference Experiences as Director - General for Information and Public Diplomacy 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
1. Alternate Head of Delegation, Post - Forum Dialogue (PFG) and Pacific Islands Forum (PIF), 

Nuku’alofa, Tonga (2007); 
2. Head of Delegation, The 3rd Regional Interfaith Dialogue, Waitangi, New Zealand (2008); 
3.  Head of Delegation, Post - Forum Dialogue (PFG) and Pacific Islands Forum (PIF), Alofi Niue 

(2008); 
4.  Head of Delegation, The 4th Regional Interfaith Dialogue, Phnom Penh, Cambodia (2009); 
5.  Alternate Head of Delegation, The 2nd Alliance Civilizations, Istanbul, Turki (2009); 
6. Head of Delegation, The Asia – Europe meeting (ASEM)  on  Interfaith  Dialogue, Madrid, Spain 

(2010); 
7. Head of Delegation, Post - Forum Dialogue (PFG) and Pacific Islands Forum (PIF), 
8. Head of Delegation in Various bilateral Interfaith Dialogue with Lebanon, Canada, Austria, Russia, 

United States of America, Hungary, Bulgaria, Germany, Spain, and Serbia (2008-2011); 
Honors 
National Exemplary Student 1984/1985 from President Soeharto; 
Satyalencana Karya Satya X Honors from President B.J. Habibie (1999); 
Satyalencana Karya Satya XX Honors from President Dr. H. Susilo bambang Yudhoyono (2007). 
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KAPUR, Basant Kumar 
Basant Kapur is a Professor of Economics at the National University of Singapore, where he has taught 
since obtaining his PhD from Stanford University in 1974.  During 1993-98 he was also Head of the then 
Department of Economics and Statistics at NUS, and he served as President of the Economic Society of 
Singapore during 1996-98.  His teaching interests are in Macroeconomics (graduate and undergraduate 
courses) and International Economics (undergraduate courses).  In the course of his career, he has 
researched and published in a broad range of areas, including (in approximate chronological order) 
financial repression and liberalization in developing economies, open-economy macroeconomics, the 
Singapore Economy, ethics and economics, and macroeconomic issues in developed economies.  His 
recent and current interests are in endogenous growth models of closed and open economies.  His articles 
have appeared in Journal of Political Economy, Quarterly Journal of Economics,   International Economic 
Review, Journal of Development Economics, Social Choice and Welfare, Economic Theory, Journal of 
Economic Dynamics and Control, and others, and he has also published a book Communitarian Ethics 
and Economics (Avebury, 1995).  He has over many years also contributed articles and letters to the 
national press on a variety of issues of public interest in Singapore. 
 
Sujata KAUR 
Sujata Kaur graduated with an undergraduate degree in Economics and a minor in Mathematics from 
Central Washington University (CWU) in 2013.  Since graduation, she has joined the Asia Competitiveness 
Institute (ACI) of Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy in NUS as a research assistant. As an 
undergraduate she has assisted the head of Economics at CWU with research on the Dustbowl Effect as 
well as assisted in forecasting revenue for the annual “Jazz in the Valley” event in Ellensburg, Washington. 
At ACI, she has contributed to the Abu Dhabi, India and Small-Medium Enterprises (SMEs) projects. She 
has also presented on SMEs at the ACI Annual Conference 2013. She has assisted in the organisation of 
the ACI Conference as well as the Singapore National Committee for Pacific Economic Cooperation 
(SINCPEC) Conference and has been emcees at both events as well as multiple others. Her primary 
research interests include international trade and labour economics, behavioural economics, 
environmental economics and econometric modelling.  
 
Linda LOW 
Linda Low was Associate Professor, Business School and Economics Department, National University of 
Singapore; Senior Research Fellow, Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore; and economic 
advisor, Abu Dhabi government. Now in the Asia Competitiveness Institute (ACI), her research interests 
and publications include public sector economics and public policy, human resources development, 
international trade and regionalism, regional economies in Asia-Pacific and Middle East. She has 
consulted for local agencies in ministries, public and private sectors and internationally like Asian 
Development Bank, United Nations Economic and Social Commission for the Asia-Pacific (UNESCAP) 
among others. Her latest books are Abu Dhabi’s Vision 2030 (2012) and GCC-ASEAN (2011). 
 
Sothea OUM 
Sothea Oum, an Economist, joined the Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA) 
Jakarta, Indonesia as an Associate Researcher after completing his PhD in economics from Monash 
University, Australia in 2009. At ERIA, he manages region-wide research projects for ASEAN and East 
Asian economies. He also holds an M.A in economics from Kobe University, Japan and B.A from National 
Economics University, Hanoi, Viet Nam. Besides computable general equilibrium (CGE) modeling, his 
research interests are on ASEAN and East Asian integration and community building process, small and 
medium enterprises (SMEs), social protection, disaster management, income distribution, and poverty 
analysis. 
 
Ramkishen S. RAJAN 
Ramkishen S. RAJAN is a Visiting Professor at the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy and an Adjunct 
Senior Research Fellow at the Asia Competitiveness Institute (ACI). He is also a Professor of International 
Economic Policy at the School of Public Policy, George Mason University (GMU), a position he has held 
since January 2006.  Prior to joining GMU, he was on the faculty of the School of Economics, University 
of Adelaide for five years. He has been a Freeman Scholar of Asian Studies at the Department of 
Economics, Claremont McKenna College in California. He has held shorter visiting positions at Asian 
Development Bank Institute in Tokyo, Hong Kong Institute of Monetary Research, Indian Institute of 
Management, Bangalore (IIMB), Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS), Institute of South Asian 



  
 
 

    

 

**Prepared for Asia Competitiveness Institute (ACI) Review Seminar on Proposed Maritime Silk Road Vision (MSRV) 2030/ 
Asia Economic Connectivity Vision (AECV) 2030, Updating Competitiveness Ranking, Geweke Causality Analysis on 
Economic Development and ASEAN-10 as a Food Basket, 26 August, 2014 

Page 4 of 7 

 

Studies (ISAS), Institute of Policy Studies in Singapore and other institutes in Asia. Professor Rajan 
specializes in international finance with particular reference to the developing Asia-Pacific region. He has 
published numerous books, journal articles and book chapters and a number of policy briefs, op-eds and 
book reviews on various aspects of international economics. He is the Managing Editor of the Journal of 
International Commerce, Economics and Policy, Associate Editor of the Singapore Economic Review and 
sits on the Editorial Board of various other academic journals. He holds Economics degrees from the 
National University of Singapore (B.Soc.Sci, Hons), Michigan (M.A.) and Claremont (M.A., PhD). He has 
been a consultant with the Asian Development Bank, the World Bank, the UN-ESCAP, the APEC 
Secretariat, the Development Bank of Singapore and other places. 
 
Kartik RAO  
Kartik Rao is a Research Associate at the Asia Competitiveness Institute (ACI) at the Lee Kuan Yew 
School of Public Policy, National University of Singapore. Kartik received his undergraduate education in 
Engineering with distinction from Visvesvaraya Technological University (VTU), India and his Master’s in 
Business Administration from Nanyang Technological University (NTU), Singapore. At ACI Kartik is 
currently engaged with research on the sub-national and regional competitiveness studies on India. His 
research also covers studying agricultural productivities across Indian states. At ACI Kartik has co-
authored the book on competitiveness of Indian states among other publications. Previously, Kartik has 
gained diverse business experience working in the financial sector with ABN AMRO Bank, Netherlands 
and UBS Global Asset Management, USA. He interned with Portelet Asia Private Limited, Singapore 
where he worked as an investment analyst for private equity investments in clean energy within Southeast 
Asia. His research interests include development economics, Indian economy and international relations. 
He also has a keen interest in Indian contemporary history and Indian politics. 
 
SUO Haoran 
Suo Haoran completed her undergraduate education in Finance at Southwestern University of Finance 
and Economics (SWUFE), China. Since graduated from SWUFE, she finished her master degree in 
Economics in NUS, Singapore. Haoran joined the Asia Competitiveness Institute (ACI) recently as a 
research assistant. She is involving in the Agricultural Productivity project for China and ASEAN, as well 
as the Geweke Causality Analysis Project for ASEAN. Her research interests include RMB 
internationalization, inequality and social policy, international trade and labor economics. 
 
Waleerat SUPHANNACHART 
Waleerat Suphannachart is a lecturer at the Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics, Faculty 
of Economics, Kasetsart University, Bangkok, Thailand. She received her bachelor’s degree in economics 
from Thammasat University (Bangkok, Thailand) and master’s degree in economics of development from 
the National Center of Development Studies, the Australian National University (Canberra, Australia). She 
had experiences working as an investment promotion officer with the Thailand Board of Investment (BOI) 
for four years before joining Kasetsart University as a lecturer in early 2005. She then received the Thai 
Government scholarship to undertake her PhD in Economics at the Australian National University in 2006 
and obtained her PhD in 2010. The courses she has been teaching at Kasetsart University are 
intermediate microeconomics, economics of research & development, quantitative analysis in agricultural 
economics, and research method for agricultural economics. Her research interests to date have focused 
on the macro-level productivity analysis and related issues, agricultural research impact assessment, and 
foreign direct investment in Thai agriculture. She has undertaken research on the measurement of 
agricultural productivity, the agricultural research impact on productivity, the impact of climate variation on 
agricultural productivity, and the factors affecting regional poverty. 
 
Evan TAN  
Evan holds a Master of Management (Finance) from Melbourne Business School and a Bachelor of Arts, 
Politics & International Relations (Major) from the University of Melbourne. His international exposure 
includes a post-graduate exchange semester to HEC Paris School of Management, a globally recognised 
top European business school. He is currently contractually employed by the Asia Competitiveness 
Institute of the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, to conduct and support ASEAN market research 
activities and to promote initiatives on regional integration. His areas of interest include examining the 
policy challenges and market conditions required for the development of a more connected common 
ASEAN market. 
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TAN Khee Giap  
TAN Khee Giap is the Co-Director of Asia Competitiveness Institute and Associate Professor at the Lee 
Kuan Yew School of Public Policy. He is also Chair of Singapore National Committee for Pacific Economic 
Cooperation. Upon graduating with a PhD from University of East Anglia, England, in 1987 under the 
Overseas Research Scheme awarded by the Committee of Vice-Chancellors and Principals of the 
Universities of the United Kingdom, he joined the banking sector as a treasury manager and served as 
secretary to the Assets and Liabilities Committee for three years, there after he taught at the Department 
of Economics and Statistics, National University of Singapore, 1990-1993. Dr Tan joined Nanyang 
Technological University in 1993 and was Associate Dean, Graduate Studies Office, 2007-2009. He is 
now with Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University of Singapore.  Dr Tan has consulted 
extensively with the various government ministries, statutory boards and government linked companies of 
Singapore government including Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Trade & Industry, Ministry of Manpower, 
Housing & Development Board, Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore, Singapore Tourism Board, Trade 
Development Board, Maritime Port Authority, Ministry of Information, Culture & Arts, Economic 
Development Board, Ministry of National Development, Media Development Authority, Ministry of 
Environment and Water Resources, Singapore Design Council, Ministry of Community Development, 
Youth & Sports, Singapore Press Holdings, Mendaki, StarHub, Capital Land and Great Eastern Life on 
policies concerning financial, fiscal, trade, tourism, public housing, labor, telecommunication, tourism, 
liveable cities, creative industry, media, community development, airport and seaport activities. He has 
also served as a consultant to international agencies such as the Asian Development Bank, Asian 
Development Bank Institute, United Nations Industrial Development Group, World Gold Council, ASEAN 
Secretariat, Central Policy Unit of Hong Kong, Kerzner International, Las Vegas Sands and Marina Bay 
Sands. Dr Tan is the lead author for eight books and published in international refereed journals such as 
Applied Economics (UK), ASEAN Economic Bulletin (Singapore), Asian Economic Papers (USA), 
Competitiveness Review (USA), International Journal of Business Competition and Growth (UK), 
International Journal of Chinese Culture and Business Management (UK), International Journal of 
Economics and Business Research (UK), International Journal of Indian Culture and Business 
Management (UK), Journal of International Commerce, Economics and Policy (UK), Journal of Southeast 
Asian Economies (Singapore), Review of Pacific Basin Financial Markets and Policies (USA), World 
Review of Science, Technology and Sustainable Development (Switzerland) and The Business and 
Economics Research Journal (Peru),).  His current research interests include econometric forecasting, 
financial reforms and liberalization of ASEAN 10 + 5 Economies, Global Liveable Cities Index and 
competitiveness analysis on 31 provinces in China, 35 states in India and Asean-10 economies. Dr Tan 
was Deputy President of the Singapore Economic Society, 2004. He served in the 2002 Economic Review 
Committee (ERC), served as Chairman of the Task Force on Portable Medical Benefits (PMB), served as 
the Deputy Chairman of the IPS Forum for Economic Restructuring (IFER) in 2003 and served as a 
member of the Resource Panel of the Government Parliamentary Committee for Transport and 
Government Parliamentary Committee for Finance and Trade since 2007. Dr Tan has extensively advised 
and guided multinational corporations leading to public listings especially those companies from Mainland 
China and Taiwan. He is also currently an Independent Director of the publicly listed Artivision, BreadTalk 
Group, Forterra Real Estate and TEE Land.          
 
TAN Kong Yam  
Adjunct Professor Tan Kong Yam is presently the Co-Director of the Asia Competitiveness Institute. He is 
also Professor of Economics at the Nanyang Technological University. From June 2002 to June 2005, he 
was a senior economist at the World Bank office in Beijing where he worked on issues of macro 
stabilization, integration of the fragmented domestic market, banking reform, international trade and 
investment, energy security as well as regional inequality. In 2004, he was a member of the World Bank 
expert group on the eleventh five year plan (2006-2010) for the State Council in China. The expert group 
provided analysis and policy recommendations on urbanization, regional inequality, innovation policy, 
energy and water policy as well as strategy on banking reform to the Chinese government. Prior to that, 
he was the chief economist of the Singapore government (1999-2002), Head, Department of Business 
Policy, Faculty of Business Administration at the National University of Singapore (NUS). He is a graduate 
of Princeton (1975-79, class of 1931 scholar, Paul Volcker Thesis prize) and Stanford University (1980-
83), where he completed his Master and PhD in three years. Prior to joining NUS, he has worked at the 
Hoover Institution at Stanford University, World Bank, the Monetary Authority of Singapore, and was the 
Director of Research at the Ministry of Trade and Industry in Singapore. His research interests are in 
international trade and finance, economic and business trends in the Asia Pacific region and economic 
reforms in China. He has published ten books and numerous articles in major international journals 
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including American Economic Review, World Bank Economic review, Long Range Planning, Australian 
Journal of Management etc on economic and business issues in the Asia Pacific region. He served as 
board member at the Singapore Central Provident Fund Board (1984-96) and the National Productivity 
Board (1989-90). He has also consulted for many organizations including Temasek, GIC, Citigroup, IBM, 
ATT, BP, ABN-AMRO, Ikea, Bank of China, China Construction Bank, People’s Bank of China, EDB, 
Areva, Capitaland, Guangdong provincial government, Samsung, Mauritius Government, Ministry of Trade 
and Industry, Mobil, Singapore Technology, etc. 
 
VO Tri Thanh 
Dr Vo Tri Thanh is currently the Vice President of the Central Institute for Economic Management (CIEM). 
He holds a Master degree in Economics and a PhD degree in Economics both from the Australian National 
University. Dr Vo Tri Thanh has undertaken extensive research and provided consultation on issues 
related to trade liberalization, regional economic integration, financial development and macroeconomic 
policies. His other areas of interests include institutional reforms and economic development. 
 
Steven WONG 
Dato’ Steven CM Wong is Deputy Chief Executive of the Institute of Strategic and International Studies 
(ISIS) Malaysia. He also heads the economics division of the Institute. Dato’ Steven has been involved in 
the public policy arena for more than two decades, 20 years of which has been with ISIS Malaysia. He 
spent a further eight years in the private sector where he held positions in management consultancy, 
economic research, fund management, corporate finance and capital markets. He is currently a columnist 
for the New Straits Times. He was a member of the Ministry of Human Resource’s Technical Committee 
for the Minimum Wage and Tenaga Nasional Berhad’s Economic Council. He has served as the Secretary-
General of the Malaysian National Committee for Pacific Economic Co-operation, the Malaysian 
Committee for Pacific Basin Economic Co-operation, and was on the secretariats of two ASEAN Eminent 
Persons Groups. He has been published by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD), the East Asian Institute at the University of California, Berkeley, the Australian National University 
and the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS), Singapore. His latest publications are on ASEAN-
China trade for China Economic Quarterly (June 2013) and a chapter on Malaysia’s financial sector and 
capital market in Malaysia: Policies and Issues in Economic Development published (ISIS Malaysia, 2011). 
Dato’ Steven’s interests are in macroeconomic and international finance matters but he has wide-ranging 
interests including institutional economics, international relations and theology. He received his graduate 
and post-graduate education at the University of Melbourne in Australia. 
 
YAN Yanying 
Yan Yanying graduated with Master Degree of Mathematics from National University of Singapore. Now 
Yanying is working as a causal junior research analyst at Asia Competitiveness Institute (ACI), Lee Kuan 
Yew School of Public Policy, National University of Singapore. Yan Yanying currently job is collecting 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) data from reliable websites, sorting out data according 
ACI standard requirement, building ACI dataset system and updating the data if new data releasing. For 
some missing data, Yanying is doing some reasonable proxy by different methods, such as linear 
interpolation or extrapolation, doing estimation and ranking for ASEAN 10 countries based on ACI 
Competitiveness Ranking Simulation Template, using temporal disaggregation methods to transform low 
frequency time series to high frequency series in R. And Yanying is doing the zero and first order stationary 
test (by Augmented-Dicky test) for economics time series for Malaysia using STATA and recorded the 
result (P-value) down. Current research field of interests is that how to mining data and find out the 
relationship between the data, for example, the methodology of multivariate Geweke Causality, how to 
choose optimal Lags use information criterion(Akaike’s information criterion, Hannan-Quinn information 
criterion and Schwarz-Bayes information criterion). 
 
Denise YE Ye 
Ye Ye, Denise is a Research Associate at the Asia Competitiveness Institute (ACI) at the Lee Kuan Yew 
School of Public Policy, National University of Singapore. Ye received her double bachelors’ degrees in 
History and Economics from Nankai University, Tianjin, China and her Master degree in Applied 
Economics from Department of Economics, National University of Singapore, Singapore. At ACI, Ye is 
currently engaged in researching ASEAN, competitiveness studies and economic growth model for 
ASEAN countries. Previously, Ye held positions as research assistant at Business School, NUS. Her 
research interests include Public Economics, Economic Development and Financial Econometrics. 
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Sangiita YOONG Wei Cher 
Sangiita Yoong graduated with a second upper joint degree from National University of Singapore (NUS) 
and Australian National University (ANU) in economics and actuarial studies in 2012. Since graduation, 
she has joined the Asia Competitiveness Institute (ACI) of Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy in NUS 
as a research assistant, focusing on data analysis and competitiveness studies of Greater China 
economies. Sangiita Yoong’s research interests include competitiveness analysis of Greater China 
economies, quantitative data analysis, and econometric modelling. She co-authored a review article on 
public policy in Singapore, a journal paper in International Journal of Chinese Culture and Management, 
and a book “Annual Analysis of Competitiveness, Simulation Studies and Development Perspective for 34 
Greater China Economies”. 
 
YUAN Randong 
Yuan Randong obtained a joint degree from National University of Singapore (NUS) and Australian 
National University (ANU) in economics and actuarial studies with first class honours in 2012. Since 
graduation from that programme, he has joined the Asia Competitiveness Institute (ACI) of Lee Kuan Yew 
School of Public Policy in NUS as a research assistant, focusing on data analysis and competitiveness 
studies of Greater China economies. Yuan Randong’s research interests include financial economics, 
econometric modeling, public policy of Singapore, demographics and social security systems. He co-
authored a review article on public policy in Singapore, a journal paper in International Journal of Chinese 
Culture and Management, and a book “Annual Analysis of Competitiveness, Simulation Studies and 
Development Perspective for 34 Greater China Economies”. 
 
ZENG Ting 
Zeng Ting is a PhD candidate at the Department of Economics, National University of Singapore, and 
received her Master degree of Social Sciences (Economics) and Second Upper Honours Degree of Social 
Sciences (Economics) from the same institute. Zeng Ting is a Research Associate at the Asia 
Competitiveness Institute (ACI) at the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University of 
Singapore. She is currently involving in research in ASEAN and Geweke causality analysis.  Her research 
interests are on the field of wealth and income inequality, social security, welfare economics, trade, and 
development. 
 


