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What is a Strong Community?
How do we create spaces for community?



What is community?

A way of belonging

A place we call our own

An experience of connectedness and 

contentment

A posture of caring  giving and receiving 

support

A possibility that starts with the ownership of 

these questions:

What do we want to create together that would 

make a difference?

What can we create together that we cannot 

create alone?





1. Nurture associational life / relationships



2. Offer hospitality, welcome strangers





3. Focus on gifts & strengths  



How do we create space for community to 

thrive?

 Be invested in people, not projects / programmes

 Discover and participate in people’s processes, rather than ask people to participate in 

organizational processes

 Focus available energies – what is here, now, is enough

 Shift our conversations from the problems/deficits of communities to the possibilities, 

abundance and wisdom that is alive within communities

 Shift from a narrative of independence to a narrative of interdependence

 Shift our identity from consumer to citizen
 From the unequal relations of “expert-client” to fellow members of a community who are co-

creating a shared future.



Capacities emerging from a strong community

Kindness

Generosity

Cooperation 

Forgiveness

Acceptance of fallibility 

Mystery         
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